
January 5, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  
Present were Jim Johnson, Chair, Alison Hamilton Vice Chair and Chasity Ware, Clerk. Jim 
Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.  

 Jim Johnson moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting.  Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, motion passed 2-0.  

 Jim Johnson moved to approve the claims in the amount of $238,158.43. Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, motion passed 2-0. 

 Jim Johnson moved to approve the add/abates 2025-0005, 2025-00121, 2025-00134 
through 2025-00145 in the amount of -$424.84. 

 Adjustment to the Agenda included a 10-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 for 
attorney-client privilege with anticipation of litigation with the 2 commissioners and County 
Counselor.  Adding review of KCamp Risk Assessment results. Jim Johnson moved to 
approve the adjusted agenda, Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion passed 2-0.  

Dawn Brooks with AMR reported: LaCygne 2 calls, 1 transport, Linn Valley 1 call, Mound City 
2 calls, 2 transports, Parker 2 calls, Pleasanton 2 calls, 1 transport, Prescott 1 call.  

Sheriff Report: 45 prisoners, 12 releases, 0 farmed out, 27 farmed in, 74 -911 calls, 3618 jail 
contacts, 600 calls for service, 11 civil service papers served, 13 VIN inspections, 22 new 
cases opened, 10 cases closed, 3 vehicle crashes, 70 bailiff contacts, 3 livestock out, 0 SRO 
calls for services 

 Jim Johnson moved to approve Sheriff’s income report. Alison Hamilton seconded the 
motion, motion carried 2-0.  

Randy Hegwald with Fire and Emergency Management: 1 building fire, 3 wildland fires, 6 EMS 
assist, 1 vehicle fire, 1 crash detection (no incident found) and 1 follow up.  Randy will provide 
breakdown with the newspaper of numbers of calls for the year. Also discussed a truck from 
Sheriff’s surplus of vehicles. This truck will be used for Emergency Preparedness.  

Jesse Walton with Public Works: shared weekly update, working on a bridge in Blue Mound, 
waiting for as-built invoice to come in and finalizing a few things before paying the invoice, 
Dave Sutters provided his last invoice, final walk through prior to payment, gutter guy will be 
here for the gutter on Annex.  Jesse will look over the KCamp Risk Assessment documents 
and report back on January 20th regarding findings. Jesse was asked to have Sheri from the 
Marina provide a monthly report on the rented cabins (what cabins are rented out during the 
month) moving forward.  

Alison Hamilton asked to address the “tabled” items on the agenda.  She asked to remove 
Airport Sale/Lot Split. Chasity Ware confirmed the lot split is complete and she will meet 
with Lisa Kellstadt to work towards moving current status to agriculture to help eliminate a 
large portion of taxes. Plans for county buildings in regard to old jail.  She would like to see 
the mold study on the building and then plan to demolition the building.  Jesse will set it up 
to do a bid walk through. Mentions of Chris Martin and items located in the building he would 
like to remove; he will need to share what those items are. Plan to provide those bids by 
February 16, 2026.  Emergency Survey Plan: discussion took place regarding surveys/polls 
provided to the employees.  Hamilton wanted confirmation from Chris on where we were 
with emails for all employees. Discussion included Commissioners having final approval of 
questions that would be provided on any survey they are asking to see results for. 
Compensation Plan: this included Commissioners asking Chasity Ware to start looking into 
insurance, compensation plans and benefits for employees now. Matrix discussion took 
place including needing updated and aligned with other counties. Jim Johnson mentioned 
he would like to see a top of years and then cost of living as the only raise, possibly bonus 
provided at the end of the year. Alison Hamilton shared she would like to see comparable 



compensation/benefits of other counties. Hamilton shared her concern with organizing 
items on Sharepoint. Chasity Ware shared she is working on cleaning that up and isn’t 
convinced she has found the best solution but dislikes saving things in 4 different places.  
She will work on that for a fix by February 9, 2026. KORA process was discussed.  Alison 
Hamilton shared she doesn’t like the idea that we charge for something that might only take 
a few minutes and can be sent electronically.  She shared there is a pamphlet that is digital 
and wants all forms on the current and new website as soon as possible, by February 17th.  

Public Comment: There were none.  

Old Business: Alison Hamilton brought up her concern with the unmatching chairs in the 
Commissioners chairs and would like to replace the ones that are there. Jim Johnson asked 
what fund those chairs would be paid from?  He suggested we find out where we are on the 
budget before moving forward.  

Order of chair positions will change next week, January 12, 2026. Alison Hamilton will 
become Chair, Jason Hightower, Vice Chair and Jim Johnson, member.  

Alison Hamilton shared report from Health Department, Amanda Snyder.  

 Jim Johnson moved to recess for 10 minutes to see if Counselor Paletta will be able to 
make a call.  

Due to Counselor Jacklyn Paletta being in court, no executive session will take place.  

 Jim Johnson moved to adjourn. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 
2-0.  

   

        ____________________________ 
         Chair 
 
 
Attest:  
__________________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

January 12, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Jim Johnson, Chair, Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair, Jason Hightower, Member, 
Jacklyn Paletta, Counselor and Chasity Ware, Clerk. Jim Johnson led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and prayer.  

Jim Johnson motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

Jim Johnson motion for Alison Hamilton to become Chair, Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motioned carried 3-0. 

Jim Johnson motioned for Jason Hightower to become Vice Chair, Alison Hamilton 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $1,729,589.92. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-0005, 2025-00139, 2025-
00146-2025-00150 in the amount of -$161.42. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried 3-0. 

Adjustment to the Agenda included a 10-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.1non-
elected personnel with Appraiser. Jim Johnson shared that Jennifer Leach-Harlow is holding 
an Economic Development Committee meeting tomorrow at 9am, and Alison Hamilton 
offered to attend. They will discuss Young Entrepreneurship Challenge and land the 
Committee owns.  

Add a 5-minute attorney/client privilege, KS 75-4319 b.2, Add another 5-minute Executive 
Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 with three commissioners and Counselor. Add under old 
business Planning and Zoning appointment for District 2. Add under New Business the 
Courthouse regarding Heritage Trust Fund and official appointment for Tisha Coleman with 
Southeast Kansas Mental Health. Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the adjusted 
agenda, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Alison Hamilton motioned to move meeting originally scheduled January 19, 2026, to 
Tuesday, January 20, 2026, due to Martin Luther King, Jr Day. Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motion carried 3-0.   

 

Dawn Brooks with AMR reported: Blue Mound had 6 calls, 2 transports, Centerville 5 calls, 
2 transports, LaCygne 9 calls, 6 transports, Linn Valley 4 calls, 3 transports, Mound City 8 
calls, 7 transports, Parker 5 calls, 2 transports, Pleasanton 8 calls, 6 transports, Prescott 3 
calls, 1 transport for a total of 45 calls and 28 transports. 

Sheriff Report: 63 prisoners, 6 releases, 0 farmed out, 48 farmed in, 73 -911 calls, 4101 jail 
contacts, 716 calls for service, 17 civil service papers served, 10 VIN inspections, 33 new 
cases opened, 11 cases closed,11 vehicle crashes, 192 bailiff contacts, 1 livestock out,104 
SRO calls for service.  

IT- Chris Martin: shared all employees have a linncountyks.com email, update on Website 
is moving as scheduled with design completed in March and a live date after that.  All items 
needed/wanted from IT from the old jail building have been removed. Generator will need 
an engineer to be moved to provide two transfer stations for the Courthouse and old 
Judicial Building. Clifford Power could be contacted to help with transfer. Jason Higtower 
and Jim Johnson would like to repurpose the generator to the Courthouse and old Judicial 



Building.  Chris asked for 5-minute Executive Session KS 75-4319 b. 1 for non-elected 
personnel.   

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into a 5-minute Executive Session KS 75-4319 b. 1 for non-
elected personnel with three commissioners and Chris Martin. Jim Johnson seconded, 
motion carried, 3-0.   

Auditor, Rodney Burns, 2024 Audit, no cash basis violations, no budget violations, ARPA 
money had to have money allocated by 2024, and it was.  There is $100,000 of LATCF 
funds, which is the same as ARPA but distributed on a different basis, all the obligations 
have to be spent by 2026.  Adjustments on APRA money.  Since $750,000 was spent in 
Federal aid, a single audit had to be completed. Everything was fine through the ARPA 
funds. Rodney shared a brief overview of the Audit. Discussion of changing auditors every 
so often.  provided a contract to complete 2025 Audit in 2026 for $18,750.00 

Jason Hightower motioned to enter a contract with Rodney Burns in the amount of 
$18,750.00 and possibly an additional $3000 if a single audit is needed for the 2025 audit. 
Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Chris Martin with IT- asked to hire Katie Parscale for the IT position at 11A of $22.1626 per 
hour. Hire date would be February 2, 2026 

Alison Hamilton makes a motion to approve the hire of Katie Parscale for the IT position at 
the pay scale of 11A in the amount of $22.1626 per hour starting February 2, 2026.  Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

James Akes- Sheriff- came forward to discuss moving funds over to Equipment Reserve.  
He shared that tasers are about to expire. He is requesting to move $152,000.00 to 
Equipment Reserve for tasers. James shared he will improve in areas of saving funds in the 
future starting with lowering fuel budget with new vehicles being hybrids. Discussion of the 
unused $70,000 would go back into the general funds. Sheriff Akes shared jail numbers 
continue to rise. Vicious dog ordinance is on the books, focusing on the pitbull breed in 
1995, he explained that something was going to be done and to start planning towards. 
Jason asked Counselor to get the resolution and be prepared to talk about it next week.  

Treasurer- Joannie Reed: came forward to notify commissioners and department heads to 
give her at least a week’s notice regarding large sums of money to pay invoices.  She must 
move money from different accounts to cover the funds and a couple of days isn’t enough 
time.  She explained at the end of the year we are receiving a lot of money and we have to 
move money out of the NOW account because she can’t keep that much in the account. 
Joannie shared that the large amount ($1.1 million) was initially supposed to come out in 
September and that would have caused even more issues because we don’t have that 
much money in the accounts.   

Appraiser- Lisa Kellstadt: update on 26 Values, finished up with Cost approach, done with 
the comparable cells approach and working on the income approach which is commercial 
for income, still have to value grain elevators and specialty items. She will start hearings 
next month, she has over 100 payments over protest hearings, and a few BOTA hearings in 
Topeka.  She would like to rehire an employee, Trevor Mandrigues, at same amount he left 
at which is 8C, $18. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to hire Trevor Mandrigues at 8C, $18.2486, starting date will be 
1/20/2026, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Sheriff Akes came back to podium to ask about illegal dumping. He shared it happened on 
2400Rd near LaCygne.  Paint buckets were dumped on 1700 rd and Hatsell. He asked who 
is responsible for picking up and it was shared that Public Works will take care of it after 
putting in a work order ticket.  



Alison Hamilton motioned to go into a 10-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.2 for 
attorney client privilege pending litigation with three commissioners, counselor and clerk 
and Lisa Kellstadt, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  No action. 

Emergency Management – Randy Hegwald:  last week there was 1 structure fire, 1 land fire, 
5 EMS assists, 3 vehicle crashes, and 1 cancelled in route. Total calls for the week are 11, 
total for the year is 18.  Next Thursday, January 23, will be the LEPC meeting at 11am, 
Duane Banzit from Neosho retired fire chief will share about the event at the Aerosol plant 
event in 2016. Alison said she will attend.  

Public Comment: No public comment.  

Public Works- Jesse Walton: Jesse shared a turbo on dump truck seized up  and it cost 
$6470.56 to fix, some money will be reimbursed on the core charge when returned.   

Jason Hightower made a motion to approve to pay the $6470.56 to fix the truck, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

Jesse shared and discussed last year’s budget with clerk from last year. The amount left 
over was $1.6 million.  He shared they spent $1.140,000 to the KDOT for the high-risk road 
commitment which leaves $550,223.42.  He would like to move that amount to Special 
Road & Bridge fund.  There is a bridge project of the Old Military bridge that will require 
funds to pay the on-call engineer and then funds to pay for engineer for the south half of 
1095 bridge. Shared a list of other departments to move money to Equipment Reserve 
Funds; $24119.23 Custodian, $40,427.52 Planning and Zoning, $44,174.01 Noxious Weed, 
and $158,408.90 Solid Waste. Discussion took place regarding why money would be 
transferred for Planning and Zoning and what the money would be spent for, possibly used 
to mail out plats to be approved. Planning and Zoning exceeded their funds in 2023 when 
they purchased the truck. Alison Hamilton feels a form is needed so department heads can 
complete ahead and plan for what they are going to use funds for in Special Equipment. 
Jason Hightower is ok with moving $20,000 from Planning and Zoning to Equipment 
Reserve and the remainder goes back into general funds. Hightower suggested transferring 
solid waste funds to equipment reserves.   

The clerk requested for a 10-minute recess to provide documents to the commissioners 
prior to  

Jesse shared more regarding the KCAMP risk assessment.  Jesse is going to reach out to see 
if these are required or suggested and if these are going to decrease our premiums.  He 
wants others to understand that this will cost us time and money. Jesse will come back 
after visiting with KCAMP.  

Highway 546 west out of Centerville, culverts need to be replaced in middle of February. 
Two culverts at 500 and 1077 that need placed and two culvers on 1095 going north to 
1650. Ad had been sent to newspaper for old jail demolition bids, January 14 will be the 
walk through for Cabin 7, and those bids are due January 23, 2026, by Friday, 3pm.  Tire 
bids will be brought in next week.  Alison asked about the generator over to Courthouse and 
old Judicial building. Potholes have been being patched by Todd and his crew.  Gworks 
update consist of waiting for a solid date from them, training to coming soon. Alison shared 
she is concerned about login is under Sheri’s personal name and account, discussion of 
how we host them was mentioned.  Sheri sent out documents regarding cabins and how 
many nights they were rented out. Planning and Zoning is still short in district one and two 
of a representative for those districts.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to appoint April Umphenour for District 2 effective immediately, 
Jason Hightower seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

Jesse shared the county is still short a surveyor is looking for one particularly local if 
possible.  Contract to survey plats for plats not for the county.  

Clerk – Chasity – nothing to report.  



Alison Hamilton motioned for Executive Session for 5 minutes for KSA 75-4319 b.2 attorney 
client privilege with anticipation of litigation with three commissioners, counselor and 
clerk. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. No action.  

Alison Hamilton motioned for Executive Session for 5 minutes for KSA 75-4319 b.2 attorney 
client privilege pending litigation with three commissioners and counselor. Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. No action.  

Mike Murray came forward asking about the sanitation.  The counselor shared she couldn’t 
find a statute regarding the sanitation is not the county’s responsibility and the hauling is 
done by private entities. He shared about mental health and the importance of it for our 
county. Discussion took place regarding the salary to the director but the importance of 
services. Mike shared that he wrote a letter to the appraiser and asked about gravel roads.  
He shared about Douglas County has a better solution regarding gravel roads.   

Clerk- Chasity Ware:  discussion of the Handbook and reviewing the few changes.  Chasity 
will go back to HR Consultant and make the final changes or clarifications and plan to have 
a fully updated handbook to review and adopt at February 2, 2026, meeting.  

Tisha Colemans appoint was January 11, 2021, that would put 2024 as her 3-year mark. 
January 2027 would be the end of her second term. Discussion of appointing board 
members to have individuals serve. Discussion of a calendar year of appointing board 
members from year/term to year/term.  

Alison Hamilton shared the Courthouse Heritage Trust Fund application that is due in 
November each year.  She would like Jesse to come up with a plan, possibly asking SEKRPC 
to help with this. There is a 50/50 match for non-profit and a 80/20 match option. Free 
workshops are offered in the summer.   

Alison Hamilton motioned for a 5-minute recess, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned for a 10-minute recess, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0.  

Discussion of the over/under budget took place.  Commissioners reviewed the different 
funds and their over/under numbers.  

Resolution 2025-32 & 2025-33, dated back to 12/29/2025 per Auditor, Rodney Burns.   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve Resolution 2025-32 that included: District Court 
$5,000, IT- $24,000, Emergency Preparedness - $15,000, GIS - $40,000, Appraiser - 
$40,000, Economic Development - $40,000, Clerk - $2,900, Marina - $25,000 to Equip 
Reserve and $25,000 to Park Contingency, Public Works: $10,000 for Custodial, 
$158,396.72 for Solid Waste, $20,000 for Noxious Weed and Sheriff- $152,000. The 
mentioned amounts and funds will be moved to Equipment Reserve. Alison Hamilton 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve Resolution 2025-33 to move $550,223.42 to Special 
Road & Bridge fund from Road and Bridge.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion 
carried 3-0. 

______________________________ 
          Chair 
Attest:  
 
________________________ 
 Clerk 
 



January 20, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Jim Johnson, Chair, Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair, Jason Hightower, Member, 
Jacklyn Paletta, Counselor and Chasity Ware, Clerk. Jim Johnson led the Pledge of 
Allegiance and prayer. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $616,163.21.  Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motion to approve the add/abates in the amount of $783.94.  Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton added 5-minute executive session, KSA 75-4319 b.2, attorney/client 
privilege pending litigation to the agenda.  Jason Hightower added P & Z appointment of 
member to new business.  Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the adjusted agenda, 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

AMR Report read by Jason Hightower:  Blue Mound had 12 calls, 5 transports, Centerville 2 
calls, 1 transport, LaCygne 15 calls, 8 transports, Linn Valley 8 calls, 5 transports, Mound 
City 16 calls, 11 transports, Parker 9 calls, 3 transports, Pleasanton 11 calls, 8 transports, 
Prescott 4 calls, 2 transport for a total of 77 calls and 43 transports. 

Sheriff Report: 69 prisoners,1 releases, 0 farmed out, 54 farmed in, 55 -911 calls, 4248 jail 
contacts, 747 calls for service, 18 civil service papers served, 22 VIN inspections, 25 new 
cases opened, 5 cases closed, 11vehicle crashes, 123 bailiff contacts, 7 livestock out,144 
SRO calls for service.  

Appraiser: Lisa Kellstadt – asked for a 10-minute Executive Session meeting for KSA 75-
4319 b.1 for non-elected personnel, job performance with three Commissioners, 
Counselor and Lisa Kellstadt.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into a 10-minute Executive Session meeting for KSA 75-
4319 b.1 for non-elected personnel, job performance with three Commissioners, 
Counselor and Lisa Kellstadt. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

GIS/Mapping: Jason Parker – shared 911 issues at the lakes has now been updated, 
completed state requirement report, department heads had started meeting occasionally, 
started scanning old 911 paperwork, and printing maps for upcoming appraiser hearings.  

Fire/Emergency Management: Randy Hegwald – shared he has worked with GIS/Mapping 
quite a bit and has been pleased with their services, shared Fire call summaries of 2 
building fires, 3 wildland fires, 2 EMS assist, 3 vehicle crashes, 1 gas leak and 2 mutual 
aids, visited with Anderson County, they are needing 4 cascade bottles, and our 
department no longer uses them.  Permission was granted for Randy to place the bottles 
and other items no longer needed on Purple Wave.  

The clerk failed to add the remaining funds in the budget for Fire and Emergency 
Management to the Special Fire Equipment funds resolution. Per Rodney Burns, the 
auditor, he asked to amend Resolution 2025-33, and add the fund amount to the 
resolution.  

Jason Hightower motioned to move $106,045.74 from Fire and Emergency Management to 
Special Fire Equipment fund in Resolution 2025-33 as an amendment, Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 



Public Works: Jesse Walton – Tire bids were presented to Commissioners, Goodyear and 
Pomps tire provided bids; Jesse will qualify the bids and return next week with a full 
amount.  Cost estimate for grader came in at $10,473.36. $11,000 was approved.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve $11,000 for the fixing of the motor grader, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Dump truck is currently getting worked on and the estimate is coming next week. There is a 
computer issue with the Pleasanton dump truck, this continue to be an issue within these 
dump trucks, foremen have been asked to develop a list for items to go to Purple Wave.  

March 2,3 & 4, 2026- Johnny & Carl will attend a County Weed of Kansas conference. There 
is another page from KDOT that needs to be signed by Chair and Clerk to complete the 
Federal Aid certification. As-built dirt work is done at the landfill. All of this will be turned 
into KDHE and then meeting with KDHE soon to look at expanding to the east. Inspection 
list for the KCAMP Risk Management report, there are 46 items on the list, 10 items we 
don’t need to do anything with.  Fixing anything on the list does not make our premiums any 
cheaper.  Bid walks at cabins took place, bids should be coming in. Old jail publicity was 
shared and bid walk will come soon.  Generator will be moved with the assistance of an 
electrician.  

Clerk: Chasity Ware – asked for Election Deputy to have her own credit card so the record 
keeping and budget records are kept separate.  

Jason Hightower made a motion for the Election Deputy to have a credit card with a credit 
limit of $1000.00.  Alison Hamilton seconded the motion. Jason Hightower moved to 
amend the motion to be $2000 instead of $1000. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0.   

The airport liability insurance can be locked in for a $2625 yearly rate if paperwork is 
signed.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the liability insurance for the airport in the amount of 
$2625.00 for the next three years, Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-
0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into executive session for 5 minutes for attorney/client 
privilege for KSA 75-4319 b.2 with three commissioners and attorney. Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion, motion carried,3-0. 

Public Comment: Sharon Welch shared cabin food for thought and she would like share her 
thoughts on the rental home to be renovated so the area could be used for family reunions 
and making the rental home become an AirBnb, she would like to see fireman in the park 
and training of burning locust trees with volunteer firefighters, would like to see more 
volunteers to come in and help with staff, would like to see the shelter house being used 
but the regulator doesn’t work at the fireplace, there is a hole on the right side of the 
fireplace ceiling and her consideration of not having a swim beach.  

New Business: Jennifer Leach- Harlow and Janel Aust came forward representing the 
Economic Development Board/E-Community Board.   The boards held a meeting to discuss 
the future of the boards.  The message is clear they do not want to continue to move 
forward without a leader. This board was designed to help clients develop Economic 
Development by being a bridge in the gap.  Network Kansas provides low interest, gap loans 
for clients and can’t be provided without an E-Community Board. Network Kansas been 
able to help provide $247,600 that included but not limited to Spencer Collision, Tripe T 
lodging and Blue Dog Winery. This board helps help along Network Kansas for YEC and 
other resources.  The board stated the position did not fail, the people you hired did not fail, 
it was the misdirection that failed. Jason Hightower agreed that he felt that the Economic 
Development Director position was watered down with other job duties and felt the county 
wasn’t developing the county and why he didn’t want to hire another Economic 



Development Director. Jim Johnson agrees with Jason. Moving forward, the board will finish 
up the YEC and decide on what to do.  Counselor Paletta asked several questions and 
inquired what the business structure is unable to provide some business advice. Alison 
Hamilton shared her opinion that she feels the position needs to stay open for Economic 
Development for Linn County, she agrees” it has been watered down and we haven’t been 
able to give clear direction as far as what we want”. There was then discussion about the E-
Community vs. Economic Board. Paletta shared she believes they are two different entities 
due to the business structure that each may have. Paletta is going to look into the business 
structure before giving any other guidance.  This will be tabled until February 9, 2026.  

Vicious Dog Law: Counselor Paletta mentioned the codes/process of Vicious Dog Law and 
the process comes into play and may need some review.  This will be tabled until February 
9, 2026.  

Alison Hamilton makes a motion to table the Vicious Dog Law to February 9, 2026. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Jason Hightower motions to table the Economic Development committee to further allow 
Jacklyn to research until February 9, 2026. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 3-0. 

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the appointment of Brad Aust to the Planning & 
Zoning Committee to represent District #1. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton will be attending the LEPC meeting on 1/22/26.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0. 

 

      ________________________________ 
      Chair 
 
Attest:  

______________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



January 26, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton via Zoom, Vice Chair - Jason Hightower, and Member 
– Jim Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware. Jim Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and prayer.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Jim Johnson motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $645,655.54. Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the add/abates in the amount of in the amount -
9152.54. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the agenda as presented, Jim Johnson seconded the 
motion, motion carried 3-0.  

AMR: read by Jason Hightower: Blue Mound had 12 calls, 5 transports, Centerville 4 calls, 1 
transports, LaCygne 19 calls, 10 transports, Linn Valley 9 calls, 6 transports, Mound City 22 
calls, 14 transports, Parker 9 calls, 3 transports, Pleasanton 18 calls, 11 transports, 
Prescott 5 calls, 3 transport for a total of 98 calls and 53 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jason Hightower:  70 prisoners, 13 releases, 0 farmed out, 54 
farmed in, 5067 jail contacts, 683 calls for service, 20 civil service papers served, 15 VIN 
inspections, 26 new cases opened, 9 cases closed,4 vehicle crashes, 151 bailiff contacts, 
0 livestock out,111 SRO calls for service.  

Health Department: Amanda Snyder- January Highlights included providing CPR/First Aid 
to Jayhawk Transportation staff, in office flu shots, WIC appts in office and at Blue Mound, 
27 expecting babies, 6 already born in January, Regional RN training that included disease 
investigation training and rabies presentation and answered question from Jayhawk 
transportation regarding car seat installs.  Upcoming events include prenatal classes, FIFA 
World Cup preparations, ATL Grant application, PHEP Regional exercise with 
communicable diseases, soil testing/seed starts for the Nutrition Nook Garden and WIC 
NSP were accepted. There will be an Expecting Together/Preparing for Baby event on 
February 28 at Highpoint Venue. Amanda shared the paid parental leave started around 
2016 when she and Cindy Holt worked in the office together and on the handbook. The 
commissioners at that time adopted 3 weeks parental paid leave for primary caregiver and 
8 days for secondary caregiver.  State of Kansas provides 8 weeks of parental paid leave for 
their primary caregiver and 4 weeks to secondary caregiver. Amanda would like to see us 
adopt 6 weeks for primary parent and 2 weeks for secondary parent. She would also like to 
see 20 hours of paid leave for pregnancy-related appointments.  In order to receive this you 
would have to be able to qualify for FMLA, which means you would have to be employed for 
a  year, the primary parent would use their short term disability first, for a pregnancy our 
short term pays 5 weeks, first week is considered the waiting period, so short term will pay 
for 5 weeks at 66 2/3 of their salary and employee can supplement that with sick and 
vacation time and then could use their parental leave the county provides them, and 
anything beyond that would be vacation, sick time or unpaid leave and these employees 
would not be eligible for sick bank hours. She shared she believed this would improve 
physical and mental health for parents, stronger bonding time, better infant health 
outcomes, long-term development benefits and lack of prenatal care. She shared that an 
average healthy prenatal visit schedule could include roughly 3.5 hours per visit that 
includes driving time and appt time and multiply by the 14 visits would be roughly 44.94 
hours.  An hourly employee earning 40 hours of sick time would take them 5 months. 
Benefits for the county include competitive advantage for hiring, improved employee 
retention and turnover, increased employee morale and productivity and alignment with 
county values and public service mission.  



Marina: Sheri Loveland and Jesse Walton- there were 2 bids provided for the remodel of the 
cabins. Aaron James Schackleford with a bid of $18,259.77 and Miller Brothers, LLC with a 
bid of $24,810.00. Sheri and Jesse will qualify the bids.  Sheri shared cabins 1-6 really need 
to be remodeled.  Her concern is commissioners want to remodel cabin 7 that is 15 years 
old and the others are 40 years old.  Cabin 7 is rented out over 160 days out of the year, and 
Cabin 6 is rented out over 150 days out of the year. Commissioners are requesting record 
over the last 5 years of what the cabins have been rented out. 

Sheri and Jesse would like to possibly allow loops to go to gravel and do chip and seal on 
the main drive into the park. This would be a 2-year project, year one would do patching 
swags and year two would do the chip and seal, milling out and doing a hot seal. Jesse will 
figure the number of miles that will include.  

Public Works: Jesse Walton – Burial Permit BP2026-01 to consolidate water district #1, road 
crossing at Farris and 900 rd, there are no concerns for this.  

Alison Hamilton makes a motion to accept the Burial Permit BP2026-01 for consolidating 
water district #1between Farris and 900 road, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0. 

Tire Bids- after reviewing, Jesse would like to use Pomp’s Tire.  The cost was broken down 
by each tire versus a total amount. It was shared that road crew was out over the weekend 
and currently, as built at the landfill was looked at and looks good, mowing bids going out 
soon, GWorks had a virtual meeting, and kinks are being worked out. Military Bridge- 
paperwork was sent to the state and information to come. Tire bid total was $52,919.20 

Clerk- Chasity Ware- gave an update with the Airport Insurance, it was announced last 
week the locked in 3-year annual rate would be $2625.00 however, that did not include the 
terrorism amount that would include $263.00 so that actual annual cost will be $2888.00.  
Update on Cheyenne the Election Deputy has applied for an Election Security Grant from 
the state, she has applied for $21, 667.00, allowing her to get new door, filing cabinets and 
more secure things for the election room. Questioning a better way of knowing who the 
commissioners appoint as board members and where is the record of those that have been 
appointed that include their terms, planning to post this on the website in the future.  
Counselor Paletta asked that BOCC approve the ROZ (Rural Opportunity Zone). The ROZ is 
regarding student loans; we don’t provide any funds as a county.   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the ROZ Applications Resolution 2026-1, with the 
county not paying anything towards the student loans. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried.  

Jesse came back in with a total tire bid from Pomp’s Tire which includes $52,919.20. 

Jason Hightower motioned to use Pomp’s Tire in the amount of $52,919.20, Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

No public comment opened and closed due to no one being present.  

Jason Hightower motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0. 

 

        ________________________ 
        Chair 
 
Attest:  
________________________ 
Clerk 
 

 



February 2, 2026 
The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, and Member – Jim Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and 
Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from 
Caleb Richardson.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $$285,256.50. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the add/abates in the amount of in the amount -789.18. 
Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
Agenda adjustment to add 5 minutes Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.1, non-elected 
personnel, job performance and a 5-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 
attorney/client privilege with anticipation of litigation.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the agenda with adjustments, Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried 2-0.  
AMR: Dawn Brooks: Blue Mound had 16 calls, 6 transports, Centerville 4 calls, 1 transports, 
LaCygne 26 calls, 16 transports, Linn Valley 15 calls, 8 transports, Mound City 31 calls, 18 
transports, Parker 10 calls, 3 transports, Pleasanton 25 calls, 16 transports, Prescott 5 calls, 
3 transport for a total of 134 calls and 71 transports. 
Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson:  70 prisoners, 1 releases, 0 farmed out, 53 farmed in, 
73- 911 calls, 4507 jail contacts, 686 calls for service, 20 civil service papers served, 9 VIN 
inspections, 35 new cases opened, 12 cases closed 11 vehicle crashes, 121 bailiff contacts, 
0 livestock out, 74 SRO calls for service.  
Fire & Emergency Preparedness: read by Alison Hamilton: 2 Building Fire, 2 Wildland Fires,  
3 EMS assist, 4 vehicle crashes, 1 Mutual aids (canceled enroute), 12 calls for the week, 56 
calls for 2026.  
Planning & Zoning: Jenny Cummings shared that District 3 initially had Charlene Sims that 
expired July 25, 2025, then Hal Aggers was appointed August 19, 2024, to finish out the term. 
Jenny is asking to allow Hal Aggers to finish his term from July 25, 2025, to July 25, 2028.  
Jim Johnson makes a motion to allow Hal Aggers to District 3 seat for Planning & Zoning board 
for the remainder of the term ending in July 2028. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, 
motion carried 2-0.  
Alison Hamilton confirmed that this was indeed Hal’s first term and that because he was 
appointed it doesn’t stop him from serving a second full term.  Counselor Paletta confirmed 
that was correct.  
Jenny then shared two businesses before Planning and Zoning to move current property from 
agricultural land to industrial land.  The P & Z committee unanimously voted to allow that to 
take place. First business was Evergy Kansas Metro that went before the board January 13, 
2026, and ask for 596.17 acres to be moved from agricultural to light industrial use for public 
utility and services.  This land is known as south of the power station, east of 2200 rd between 
Yancy and Wakefield. Notice was posted in official county newspaper, Linn County News, 
Dec. 24, 2025, and notice was sent to landowners within 1000 feet pursuant to state law and 
Linn County P & Z. Melissa (sound was unable to be heard due to microphone being 
accidentally turned off).  Jenny shared a map of the two locations mentioned above.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the rezoning of US-KS 107.LU 2025-8 from agricultural 
to light industrial for public land, utility and services. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried 2-0.  
The second business is Youthfront to rezone from Agricultural to Heavy Industrial. This is 
section 19, township 19, range 25, commonly addressed as 22724 E 2400 rd Lacygne, KS. 
Notice was properly posted in newspaper on December 24, 2025, in addition notice was sent 
to owners of all properties within 1000 feet pursuant to state law and Linn County P & Z. 
Topher Philgreen, Executive Vice President with Youthfront. They are a large youth ministry 



and would like to renovate this camp. No direct plan of use but with the heavy industrial on 
three sides of the property and a 4 lane on the fourth, planning for what may come.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to take a 10-minute recess to review property line boundary to 
look at certified mail receipts to review who received notifications.  
After a 10-minute recess it was brought forward that not all landowners received property 
notification.  After reviewing, Counselor Paletta shared that not all the landowners received 
property notification and her recommendation is to send it back to P & Z to ensure everyone 
receives statutorily proper notice.  
Alison Hamilton motioned for Jenny to go back to P & Z to have all landowners notified.  Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
Public Works: Jesse Walton – shared mowing bids will go out this week, fuel bids coming at 
the end of the month, old- jail walk-thru is at 2pm on Tuesday, 2/3/26, a request for another 
as built at the landfill, snow removal has been done, 4H-building has two heater issues that 
caused an alarming carbon dioxide issue due to heat exchanger(changed out 4 or 5 years 
ago that needs to be changed, that cost is $4987 each, price to replace units is $18,985 per 
unit. Per counselor the county is not responsible for providing a building for 4H. Alison 
Hamilton asked that it be confirmed the county was not responsible.  Paletta says county is 
not, but there are other things she needs to investigate. Alison would like to revisit with 4H 
stuff, asking Abbie Powell to show up to next meeting to discuss.  All funds collected are 
delivered to the treasurer’s office.  Cleaning is provided by 4-H leaders.  Advised to look for 
any contracts there may be between county and fair association.  There are some other 
concerns that the 4H building needs taken place; fryers not working, oven, etc.  
Alison Hamilton makes a motion for the 4H building to have events cancelled until February 
17, 2026.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
Dump truck in Pleasanton, the housing cracked in the 2006 truck.  The cost to fix is 
$12,169.20 with labor and hauling the truck to be fixed.  The truck wasn’t an issue or had any 
maintenance.   
Jim Johnson motioned to fix the truck in amount of $12,169.20. Alison Hamilton seconded 
the motion, motion carried 2-0.   
1095- south ½ of project paperwork is done, on-call engineer from Cook, Flatt & Strobel, held 
a preliminary hearing, KDOT need paperwork to get started, this will start in 2027.   
Alison Hamilton motioned to sign the agreement with Cook, Flatt & Strobel for the south ½ 
of 1095 project. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
Park Cabins will be tabled until February 9, 2026, since Jason is absent and Sheri couldn’t be 
here.   
-Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 for attorney/client 
privilege with anticipation of litigation with attorney, 2 commissioners, clerk and Jesse 
Walton for 5 minutes. No action taken.  
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mike White, Mound City shared that he isn’t complaining about the 
roads being graded in Linn County but hauled a trailer over to Anderson County and noticed 
hitting the county line going west out of Centerville.  The surface is 3 years old now and I 
noticed the clearing of the road was night and day difference.  Discussion took place of what 
might be on their surface in Anderson County versus Linn County and to look into what the 
future could hold for Linn County and the cost.  
Clerk: Chasity Ware shared an invoice for TriKo in the amount of $11,646.50. The amount 
budgeted for TriKo is $49,385 for 2026.  
Jim Johnson motioned to approve of paying the TriKo invoice in the amount of $11, Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
An invoice for SEKRPC in the amount of $3838.65 was presented, after discussion, 
commissioners decided to wait until return of Jason Hightower. Discussion of the boards that 
commissioners were appointed to. Tabled for February 9, 2026, meeting. Meetings 
mentioned, STARS, SEKRPC, LEPC, Economic Development, Area of Aging, etc.  
Alison motioned to go into 5-minute Executive session KSA 75-4319 b. 12 Information 
Security with 2 commissioners, clerk, and attorney. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 2-0. No action taken.  



Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 5-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with 2 commissioners, attorney and clerk. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
Alison motioned to go into 5-minute Executive session KSA 75-4319 b. 12 Information 
Security with 2 commissioners, clerk, Chris Martin IT and attorney. Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried, 2-0. No action taken.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 5-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with 2 commissioners, attorney and clerk. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. No action taken.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 5-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1 for non-
elected personnel, job performance with 2 commissioners, clerk and attorney. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. No action taken.  
Handbook tabled until February 9, 2026, Old Business.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried. 2-
0. 
 
       __________________________________ 
        Chair 
 
Attest:  
______________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 9, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair – Jason Hightower and Member – Jim 
Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and Invocation from Brandon Clark.  
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $$354,028.82. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  
 
Jason Hightower motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-05, 2025-00174-00189, in the 
amount of in the amount-21,225.44. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 
 
Agenda adjustment to add 5-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 attorney/client 
privilege with anticipation of litigation change from current agenda from attorney/client 
privilege to non-elected personnel, KSA 75-4319 b. 1. 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the agenda with adjustments, Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried 3-0.  
 
AMR: Dawn Brooks: Blue Mound had 4 calls, 1 transports, Centerville 0 calls, 0 transports, 
LaCygne 2 calls, 1 transports, Linn Valley 4 calls, 4 transports, Mound City 12 calls, 7 
transports, Parker 5 calls, 0 transports, Pleasanton 7 calls, 3 transports, Prescott 3 calls, 0 
transport for a total of 37 calls and 16 transports. 
 
Sheriff Report: Read by Jason Hightower:  68 prisoners, 17 releases, 0 farmed out, 50 farmed 
in, 62- 911 calls, 3755 jail contacts, 797 calls for service, 23 civil service papers served, 11 
VIN inspections, 31 new cases opened, 16 cases closed 11 vehicle crashes, 130 bailiff 
contacts, 1 livestock out, 163 SRO calls for service.  
 
Fire & Emergency Preparedness: Randy Hegwald: 4 Wildland Fires, 7 EMS assist, 1 vehicle 
crash, 1 Rubish Fire 13 calls for the week, 69 calls for 2026. Any open burns need a permit, 
just call the Sheriff’s office prior to outdoor burning. Asked permission to purchase 202 
Dodge Ram pickup truck from Sheriff’s office for the price of $20,000. Amount will be paid 
out of Special Fire Equipment and deposited into Sheriff’s Equipment Reserve.  This truck 
would replace the last Ford Excursion at Station 910. 
Jason Hightower made a motion to allow Fire & Emergency Management to transfer the 2020 
Dodge Ram in the amount of $20,000 from Fire Special Equipment to Sheriff’s Special 
Equipment.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 
 
GIS/ MAPPING: Jason Parker- shared 3 quotes for a large scanner.  Drexel Technologies at 
$10,972.15, Salina Blue for $12,495.00 and Sumnerone for $12,999.00.  His 
recommendation was Drexel Technologies.   
Jason Hightower made a motion to purchase a scanner from Drexel Technologies in the 
amount of $10,972.15 from Special Equipment Funds. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0.   
 
Public Works: Jesse Walton:  
 Planning & Zoning: Jenny Cummings: asked for approval Resolution 2026-02 to move 
forward with finalizing zoning change for case #US KS 107 LU 2025-8.   



Alison Hamilton made a motion to approve Resolution 2026-02 for changing the 
classification from agricultural to light industrial. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried 3-0. 
 
County Attorney: Justin Meeks: asked for Executive Session.  
Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session for KSA 75-4319 b.2 – attorney/client 
privilege pending litigation for 7 minutes with three commissioners, county counselor and 
Justin Meeks. Jason Hightower seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. No action taken. 
Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session for 3 minutes, KSA 75-4319 b. 1- non-
elected personnel with 3 commissioners, clerk, county counselor and Justin Meeks.  Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  No action taken.  
 
Alison Hamilton made a motion to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1 non-elected 
personnel, job duties with Jason Parker, three commissioners, counselor and clerk for 10 
minutes.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 
 
Public Works: Jesse Walton & Sheri Loveland (Park): Shared Marina income of $14,437.40 
and expenses of $6965.14.  Shared cabin rentals for 2021 of 909, 2022- 1002, 2023- 1037, 
2024- 783 and 2025 had 884. Discussion took place regarding the remodeling of the cabins.  
Discussion took place regarding Airbnb.  Discussion of sewer on Cabin 6 is a concern and 
Jason shared he felt the data shared Cabin 6 may need the remodeling instead of Cabin 7. 
More discussion took place regarding remodeling.  Decision was made to get Cabin 6 sewer 
issue taken care of.  Inquiring about time frame for remodeling of approximately 3 weeks and 
only a 3-week window of the cabin being not being rented. Discussion of surrounding 
Airbnb’s and cost comparison. Discussion of renting a cabin for 1 night free for every 2 nights 
rented in the winter.  Sherri shared that helps bring in winter business and helps pay utilities. 
More discussion about the remodel, Commissioners are asking to start with cabin 6, Jesse 
will reach out to those that placed bids on the cabins and ask for a bid for cabin 6 that will 
provide a more accurate bid.  
 
 
4-H Building: Abbie Powell – Abbie shared how the Extension office rents/runs the 4-H 
building.  It was shared of the item’s things needed to be fixed/replaced at the 4-H building.  
It was discussed that the county is not responsible for providing a building to the Fair, but 
discussion of who should continue to own/maintain the building.  Abbie shared she has 
found other places for those that had rented the building to host their events until decision 
was made regarding the 4-h building. Jesse shared the roof should be done in the next 
couple of weeks and the HVAC. Abbie shared that they schedule the events, collect the 
funds and then take those funds to the Treasurer’s office.  4-H clubs do the cleaning after 
events have been held in the building and the county pays for the county/supplies.  Utilities 
go to the clerk’s office to be paid.  Extension office does not want to take on the financial 
responsibility or ownership of the 4-H building.  Abbie shared Miami County and Bourbon 
County fair board owns their 4-H buildings.  Abbie shared the kitchen doesn’t have to have 
an industrial kitchen set up, but a couple home stoves/ovens would be nice.  The rental for 
the 4-H building is currently $75.  Jason Hightower shared that the county could push this 
off on to the Fair board, but if we do, we will see an increase in this budget to offset this 
budget.  Jim Johnson shared they would take their portion of their mill.  Jason shared if we 
take care of the 4-H building it falls under the county budget, if the fair board takes care of 
it, will fall under their budget which will be taken off our tax rolls, which is still county 
money. Alison shared she understood what was being said about the budget, but she feels 
the Extension office needs for the 4-H building are not being taken care of in a timely 
manner.  The commissioners feel the fair board may have better control over the care of 
and needs of the 4-H building if they own it.  Jim Johnson would like the fair board to come 
to the meeting and discuss what the future may look like for the 4-H building. Abbie shared 
when the remodel of the extension office took place, a meeting room for council meetings.  



Jesse shared the roof and 2 sides of the building are being fixed and paid for by insurance.  
Alison would like the other 2 sides to be addressed. Jesse will talk to Dave Sutter. 
Discussion regarding the HVAC situation took place and was discussed to go out for 
another bid to repair and the current contract with Jason Weber is up at the end of 
February.  The parts that need replaced in the furnace were done two years ago. Jason 
shared that the county budgeted for the 4-H building this year and should maintain that 
until the end of the year.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2, with three 
commissioners, counselor and Jesse.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-
0.  No action taken.  

Jesse shared that KDOT will begin replacing the large box culvert at Lavendar farms by the 
high school (on 52).  This will take about 65 days and there will be no thru traffic.  Traffic will 
be redirected to go by Lyman Road and 750 rd. Jesse mentioned the bridges that are on 750 
rd can only hold up to 80,000 lbs so not big trucks.  

2/23/26 Public works will be replacing culverts on paved roads starting at 500 rd & 1077 in 
Blue Mound then outside of Bush City there will be 3 culverts. The next section will be on 
north end of 1095, there are 3 of them that are 7ft. tall and 11 ft. wide by 84 feet long. Jesse 
would like to reach out to on call engineer to see if they could do smaller culverts, 
commissioners agreed to go out for bid.  

Good turn out for the old-jail bid walk through, there was a test for asbestos that came 
back negative of any asbestos.  

Jesse asked for two burial permits.   

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve Burial Permit 2026-02 with LCRWD#2 at 950 rd and 
Paine Road, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the Burial Permit 2025-03 with LCRWD#3 at 1525 
west of K7, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Jesse shared a Terracon invoice for perimeter berm/vertical expansion.   

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve payment to the Terracon invoice in the amount of 
$7130.75, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Landfill trucks will start building on 2/11/26.  

Jesse would like to hire Grace Kellum from interim to full-time.  

Jason Hightower motioned to hire Grace Kellum from interim to full-time at $18.64, 8F, 
Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Jesses asked for Grace to be able to have a credit card with a limit of $5000 for Public 
Works.   

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve a credit card with credit limit of $5000 for Grace 
Kellum, Public Works, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Jesses would like to hire Jason Sabine for Solid Waste Coordinator pending passing drug 
test and fit test.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to hire Jason Sabine as the Solid Waste Coordinator for 
$23.1536, 11G, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Jesse will meet with Terracon to see what the cost will include to expand the landfill to the 
east. He has the quality checks back on the perimeter berm of $66,022. The funds will 
come from ARPA.  

Jesse is requesting Kwik-Com invoice for $58,000 to complete contract.  



Jason Hightower motioned to pay Kwik Com in the amount of $58,000 completing contract, 
Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 for 5 minutes for 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with counselor, 3 commissioners and clerk. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  No action taken.  

 Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 for 5 minutes for 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with counselor, 3 commissioners and clerk. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. No action taken.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 for 5 minutes for 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with counselor, 3 commissioners and clerk. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. No action taken.  

Clerk: Chasity Ware- discussed the handbook in more detail, discussion of sick leave, HR 
consultant would like to confirm if an employee isn’t physically working and not getting 
paid, they would not be able to accrue sick time or vacation time. Parental Leave was 
discussed; Jason and Alison were in favor of 6 weeks for primary caregiver and 2 weeks for 
the secondary caregiver and providing 20 hours of prenatal care payment (Senate Bill 153). 
Jim shared the county is on a tight budget and should stay where we are.  Lactation 
Accommodation will include paid breaks to express milk discussion took place. Leave 
without pay discussion took place. Civil leave took place. Drug and Alcohol testing took 
place.  

 

 

Clerk: shared that 6th Judicial needing an appointed nominating commission member.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to have Todd Schneider to serve the upcoming term from 3/2/26- 
3/5/2030 as the 6th District Judicial Nominating Commission member. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.   

 

Clerk asked for an Executive Session. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1non-elected 
personnel, job performance, counselor, commissioners and clerk for 5 minutes. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. No action taken.  

Counselor: Jacklyn Paletta shared more information regarding Title 4E- Foster care legal 
representation cost reimbursement will come.  

Economic Board Development: discussion took place regarding E-Community vs. 
Economic Development board and decided to table this until February 23, 2026.  

Vicious Dog law: Counselor is working with codes officer and sheriff’s office to plan how to 
move forward.  Asking to table that until February 23, 2026. 

Airport/Lot Split: tabling to March 9, 2026, due to BOTA hearings.  

SEKRPC invoice: grant writing, loan funds and other funds that could be useful to our 
county.  

Jason Hightower motioned to pay the SEKRPC invoice in the amount of $3838.65, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Discussion regarding onboarding/offboarding protocol and it’s process needs to be added 
to the protocol.  

Fence Laws: Kansas is a fenced in state and the counselor will get some clarification 
regarding this.  



Mike Murray is not here to speak (as posted on the agenda).  

Alison Hamilton motions to move the meeting from February 16th to February 17th due to the 
holiday, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to move Handbook and Vicious Dog Law to February 23, 2026. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to move Economic Development Board and Lot Split to March 9, 
2026.  Jason Hightower motioned to second the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0. 

 

        __________________________ 
        Chair 
 
Attest:  
 
________________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 17, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Member – Jim Johnson, Clerk - Chasity Ware and 
Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from 
Mathew Young.  
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0. 
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $$372,319.40, Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0.  
 
Jim Johnson motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-190- 204, in the amount of in the 
amount -6949.00. Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the agenda as written. Jim Johnson seconded the 
motion, motion carried, 2-0. 
 
AMR: read by Alison Hamilton: Blue Mound had16 calls, 6 transports, Centerville 4 calls, 1 
transport, LaCygne 26 calls, 16 transports, Linn Valley 15 calls, 8 transports, Mound City 31 
calls, 18 transports, Parker 10 calls, 3 transports, Pleasanton 27 calls, 16 transports, 
Prescott 5 calls, 3 transports for a total of 134 calls and 71 transports. Average response time 
is 17:57 for District 1, 20:46 for District 2 and 24:02 for District 3. 
 
Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson:  63 prisoners, 13 releases, 0 farmed out, 44 farmed in, 
72- 911 calls, 4466 jail contacts, 842 calls for service, 17 civil service papers served, 13 VIN 
inspections, 23 new cases opened, 12 cases closed 7 vehicle crashes, 113 bailiff contacts, 
1 livestock out, 149 SRO calls for service.  
 
Fire & Emergency Preparedness: Randy Hegwald: 4 Wildland Fires, 2 EMS assist, 1 rubbish 
fire, 1 crash detection, 1 rubbish fire, 1 vehicle fire, 9 calls for the week, 78 calls for 2026. 
Was in contact with National Weather Service regarding Marias Des Cygne crested on 
Sunday but no flood warning was issued. There will be a pancake/sausage feed at Parker 
Library on Saturday for station funds. Half of the proceeds will go to the Honor flight. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.  
 
IT: Chris Martin: year to date on support tickets is 237, 218 of them have been closed, 7 after 
hour calls and 11 new computers set up thus far. Installed a cold weather kit on the K-7 tower 
site generator, working on replacing an oil pressure sensor at the health department, 
installed a new camera of 360 degree in the jail kitchen, completed phase 1 of the law 
enforcement radio encryption project, 48 have been done. Replaced 911 – mounting 
equipment and headset issue in dispatch.  An issue in the jail HVAC unit has been fixed. 
Replaced wireless access point at Emergency Management, and replacing a router. Verified 
radio in the 8 patrol cars and found 5 problems and have been fixed. Annual tower site 
inspections have begun. Fixed an antennae alignment issue at the park cabins, no one was 
aware it was messed up and pointing down, but it has been fixed. Currently transitioning all 
the sheriff cellphones to First Net.  
 Alison inquired about zoom/team capabilities and the concern of the lack of 
hearing/visual for any guest that may call in. Chris will investigate what the possibilities may 
consist of.  
 
Public Works:  
 Planning & Zoning: Jenny Cummings- an amendment to 2026-02 was requested.   



Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the amendment to Resolution 2026-02 for 
classification to KCPL Company & Gas & Electric, submitted by Evergy Kansas Metro Inc.  Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0.  
 
Jesse Walton: Introduced Jason Sabine as the new Solid Waste Coordinator.  Shared the 
KDOT project on K-52 will be starting today.  Cabin 6 – an ad goes into the paper tomorrow, 
would like to replace the roof with a metal roof, the smell/water issue has been addressed.  
An ad will go in the paper for culvert projects, engineer advised we go out for permit for the 
culverts on 1095, he would like to go out for bid on that project, he will reach out to schools 
to let them know road projects so bus routes can plan accordingly, cat grader broke down 
and is at Chanute, sign truck needs fixed and will cost $5046.13.   
 
Alison Hamilton motions to approve Custom Bid at One Source for the sign truck to be fixed 
in the amount of $5046.13.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
 
A track loader that has a hydraulic pump is causing high pressure problems.  The cost to fix 
it from Foley will be $9672.30, just gave a heads up.  
 
Jim Johnson approved to have the track loader to be fixed in the amount of $9672.30, Alison 
Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 
 
Jason Webber came in to share information regarding the HVAC units at 4-H Building. Jason 
found out that one HVAC unit has a warranty for 2 more years (heating exchange to be 
replaced).  The inducer motor, roll out switch and LP conversion kit are recommended to be 
replaced.  This is the second failure in 5 years with these units. Jason shared a couple options 
to either fix or replace the two units.  After a bit of discussion and reviewing the options, 
Alison Hamilton asked for some time to review the options.  
 
Alison inquired about going out for bids on 2 new units and the contract with Jason Webber.  
 
Jesse Walton shared about the bids for the old jail that will be turned in by February 27, 2026. 
Moving the generator from old jail to the courthouse is in progress.  
 
Clerk: Chasity Ware – inquired about the newspaper ads for available employments and 
what the protocol is due to a large amount of funds being paid out for them, the ads are to 
be ran in two week increments and paid out of courthouse.  Clerk inquired why they weren’t 
paid out of the department funds, after discussion it is believed to be paid out of courthouse 
funds due to HR, but to also develop a protocol for departments. Clerk is going to add the 
employment ad protocol in the handbook.  
 
Alison shared that Mine Creek Gravel Battle will be held March 28, and they would like to use 
the courthouse parking lot as a break spot. Contract with Jason Webber was provided, it was 
shared it is not exclusive to not be able to get bids. Alison mentioned if units are being 
checked is there a checklist that shows an itemized list of what has been completed and if it 
has been checked, then how did two units fall through the crack, Jim shared he would like to 
see a check off list for quarter checks, Jesse shared he has not seen a checklist come across 
his desk. Clerk inquired where the signed contract with Commissioners is located, the 
contract shown only has Jason Webber’s signature and then has options.  No resolution was 
found, funds paid to Webber included $39,462.70 from February 16, 2024, to December 31, 
2025. Alison asked about going out for bids regarding new units  and Jesse shared since it is 
under $25,000 amount they won’t have to go out for bids.  
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 for Attorney/client 
privilege in anticipation of litigation for 5 minutes with Jesse, two commissioners and 
counselor.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 



 
 
Public Comment: No public comment.  
 
Counselor: Jacklyn Paletta – is continuing to figure out the Economic Development and the 
connection with E-Community. She is requesting a little more time.  
 
Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried 2-0. 
 
 

        __________________________ 
        Chair 
 
Attest:  
 
________________________________ 
Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



February 23, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair – Jason Hightower and Member – Jim 
Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from Joe Perkins.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $898,632.52. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-205-218, in the amount of in the 
amount -$15,521.36. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Agenda adjustment by clerk to add 10-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2 
attorney/client privilege with anticipation of litigation. Alison Hamilton motioned to take 
handbook off the agenda today and move to March 16.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the agenda with adjustments, Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

AMR: Dawn Brooks: Blue Mound had 6 calls, 2 transports, Centerville 3 calls, 1 transport, 
LaCygne 19 calls, 10 transports, Fontana 1 call, no transports, Linn Valley 10 calls, 7 
transports, Mound City 27 calls, 15 transports, Parker 10 calls, 0 transports, Pleasanton 24 
calls, 10 transports, Prescott 3 calls, 0 transport for a total of 103 calls and 45 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson:  52 prisoners, 14 releases, 0 farmed out, 35 farmed in, 
78- 911 calls, 4783 jail contacts, 790 calls for service, 32 civil service papers served, 12 VIN 
inspections, 23 new cases opened, 12 cases closed 02 vehicle crashes, 161 bailiff 
contacts, 0 livestock out, 134 SRO calls for service.  

Fire & Emergency Management: Randy Hegwald: 4 Wildland Fires, 4- EMS, 2- Rubbish fires, 
1-MVA, 2- Fire Alarms, 1- structure fires, 1- smoke investigations, weekly total of 15, 93 for 
the year. Shared Burn Ban and by issuing the burn bans helps keep us from having issues 
they had out west.  Randy shared he looks at National Weather Service and states EOC as 
resources to issue the burn bans. Looks as if burn ban will be in affect tomorrow.  

Public Works: Jesse Walton- pushing culvert project in Blue Mound to 3/2/26, grader is 
down in the shop, suggestion is to pull the transmission to see if the issue is the 
transmission or the motor (Unit #322).  The reconditioned motor is the same amount as a 
new transmission, total cost of the grader to get it up and running is $11,072.83.  The grader 
has 99,400 hours on it and a new one is $300K+.  By fixing the grader it will provide a 5000 
hour/3 year warranty. Warranty  

Jason Hightower motions to spend $11,072.83 to Caterpillar/Foley to remove the Unit 322. 
Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Dump truck price difference is $12,711.16 to fix/repair the dump truck.  

Jason Hightower motions to pay the $12, 711.16 for repairs on the dump truck, Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Jim Johnson motioned to approve Burial Permit #2026-04, for the crossing at 2100 rd & 
Gireau rd. of 3200 ft. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve Burial Permit #2025-05 for the crossing at Yankee Rd 
and 950 rd., Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried. 3-0. 

Contract for the old Military Bridge was presented, the county state agreement and what 
the county will pay for (the right-a-ways purchase/utilities/engineer).  This contract is only if 



we decide to move forward, not bound until hiring of an engineer to see what needs to be 
done. Counselor Paletta reviewed the contract. KDOT will pay for all construction and 
preliminary engineering up to the maxes spelled out in project 883. The 883 is the 
programing document spells out the funding and that’s in case the maximum fund is over 
$2 million dollars.  

Jesse requested to post positions including Public Works Office Assistant and Public Works 
Assistant Director.  Job Descriptions were provided to the commissioners after a recess. 

GWorks update has been a headache and Jesse would like to hire more people in the office 
to learn the program and training this Wednesday.  

Counselor Paletta shared in paragraph 10, the county will be responsible for liability 
associated with anything that happens on the project, they won’t be self-insured.  This is 
their standard contract. Confirmation with KCamp that this follows under out insurance 
policy.  

Jason Hightower motioned to enter into the agreement with KDOT for the Military Bridge, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison asked about going back out to Solid Waste, Jesse shared this will be addressed next 
week.  

Clerk- Chasity Ware shared an update with the new payroll system, kicking off training 
Tuesday and Wednesday will be able to attend. Several calls have been received regarding 
the 3 grants that Economic Development has handled in the past. See Old Business. The 
Treasurer of the Linn County Fair Board, Wade Teagarden, asked for a $70,000 payment 
now.  

Jason Hightower motioned to pay the Linn County Fair Association per their budget in the 
amount of $70,000.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.2 for attorney/client 
privilege with anticipation of litigation with clerk, counselor and three commissioners, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. No action taken.  

Public Comment: Chuck Stevens, President of Tanglewood, first wanted to share that a 
sign at 1850 Rd. has been down for approx. 6 months, this is outside of Gate 3. The second 
thing is asking about paperwork from their attorney.  Counselor Paletta shared there is a 
lawsuit with Tanglewood that is in litigation, a meeting will County Attorney in Executive 
Session. Chuck also shared there was a fire at the compactor and the county was a huge 
help. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into a recess until 10am, Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session for 15 minutes KSA 75-4319 
attorney/client privilege pending litigation with counselor and three commissioners. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. No action taken, no public comment.  

Old Business: Counselor looked into contracts/liabilities and dismantling Economic 
Development Board. Paletta shared the county agreed our end to continue to have an 
Economic Development Board to disburse of grants and loans. Businesses within Linn 
County that receive the loans and grants. Dissolving Economic Development Board, that 
would dissolve the cooperation with E-Community, which would in turn mean that those 
businesses that are currently benefiting from those loans and grants would no longer be 
funded. Decision needs to be made to potentially dissolve the Economic Development 
board. Jim Johnson was curious how Miami County handled when they got rid of their 
Economic Development Director. Commissioners shared the concern of the businesses 
affected by not having an E-Community Board.  Paletta shared for commissioners to come 
up with a long-term plan and to stipend/contract an individual that could tie up these loose 



ends. The clerk will find out how many years the county is looking at the attachment for the 
E-Community/Economic Board and the businesses. Jason Hightower would like to see 
hiring an interim to tie up some loose ends.  

Public Works provided job descriptions and asked to place ads in the newspaper for Public 
Works Office Assistant and Assistant Administrator, Jesse shared by hiring the of an 
Assistant Administrator to help assist with the Landfill and other pressing issues.    

Alison Hamilton would like an updated Flow Chart of employees after positions have been 
filled. 

Alison Hamiltn motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0. 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Chair 

 

 

Attest:  

_______________________________ 

Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 2, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair – Jason Hightower and Member – Jim 
Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from Brandon Clark.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $361,079.88. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-223 through 23, in the amount 
of -$30,411.34. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Agenda adjustment by adding P & Z for cup & rezoning due to an email received the 
morning of. Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the agenda with adjustments, Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  

AMR: Dawn Brooks: no report due to a change in computer system.  

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson:  52 prisoners, 12 releases, 0 farmed out, 38 farmed in, 
88- 911 calls, 4768 jail contacts, 798 calls for service, 32 civil service papers served, 12 VIN 
inspections, 43 new cases opened, 12 cases closed, 8 vehicle crashes, 93 bailiff contacts, 
1 livestock out, 143 SRO calls for service.  

Fire & Emergency Management: Randy Hegwald: 8 Wildland Fires, 4- EMS, 1- Rubbish fires, 
2-MVA, 2- Fire Alarms, 1-structure fires, 1-electric lines down, 3 mutual aids, 1 gas leak, 
weekly total of 23, 116 for the year. Shared that communication with AMR will be solved as 
with anytime a new update of the service takes place. Shared the responses are moving up 
in numbers per last year so may need to adjust budget when that that time comes. It is 
wildfire season and he wanted to thank the farmers and others that are doing a good job 
with permits and following the bans. 

GIS/Mapping: Jason Parker- request 10 minutes executive session.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session for 10 minutes, KSA 75-4319 b. 1 for 
job performance, job duties with clerk, 3 commissioners, counselor and Jason Parker. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0.  No action taken.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session for 15 minutes, KSA 75-4319 b. 1 for 
job performance, job duties with clerk, 3 commissioners, counselor and Lisa Kellstadt. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  An extension 
of 10 minutes of the same Executive session by Alison Hamilton, seconded by Jim Johnson, 
motion carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  

Lisa Kellstadt- County Appraiser shared information regarding the KJI report. Documents 
were passed out to each commissioner regarding their district. Alison asked for Lisa or 
Counselor Paletta to go over the tax valuation in her district.  Lisa share that it is 91% 
increase in Linn County as it has been growing over the last five years.  Lisa shared the state 
has seen the increase since covid of 2020.  Alison asked if prior to the last five years if it 
would be fair to say that other counties such as Johnson County or Miami were already 
closer to their proper valuations which shows their increases were lower as Linn County 
was not caught up according to PVD. Lisa shared we could have been in the 70’s or 80’s 
with the ratio study, but hasn’t had the time chance to go back and research the 
information but knows the former Appraiser went in and updated all the tables due to the 
company completing the analytical work and found out the county was under appraising 
and were only appraising at 84% and last year we are appraising at 94% and this year we 
are within our 10- 20 point spread. Jim Johnson shared last year was the first year the 



county had been in compliance since he was commissioner. Discussion took place 
regarding different classes with land, shed or lot.  The lake lots have increased from $500 to 
$5000.  Lisa shared that when the county is revenue neutral that is only one part of all the 
districts, some of the districts have larger increases because they haven’t been revenue 
neutral, they increased their budgets. Our mill levies have gone down in the last 5 years. 
Our rural fire went down 12% in four years.  Tax unit on the page handed out from 2021-
2025 shares the county has gone revenue neutral, the commissioners are not increasing, it 
is the other components such as USD 344 general fund increased 32% in the last 5 years, 
Jim confirmed that the county has not taken any more money from the funds collected, and 
Lisa assured him that was correct. There is no increase in your budget when you stay 
neutral.  Cemetery district in USD 344 are up 47%, library is up 46%, rural fire went down 
12%, bond issue was up 15% and the extension district #16 was 41%.  The taxing district 50 
in 344 district is overall up 149%.  The county is not taking more funds from the increasing 
valuations, just in district 2, the state has taken an extra $155,000, USD 344 has taken an 
extra $300,000 and $115,000, cemeteries an extra $4390, library is $52,000, rural fire 
department has gone down $64,000 and bonds and interest up $80,000 and district 
extension #16 is $88,914.00.  Lisa shared the job of the appraiser is to set market value and 
that includes 10% of market on either side. Discussion took place about the mills.  It was 
shared it used to be you get 20 mills of the first $45,000 but now it is $96,000. Bob Kent, 
director of PVD shares the county is incompliance of 92%.  Alison asked Lisa to find out 
what other counties are within their compliance.  The “compliance” means the appraising 
must be within 90%-110%.   

Public Comment: No public comment. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session 75-4319 b. 1 for job performance, 
job duties for 10 minutes with 3 commissioners, Lisa Kellstadt, Jason Parker, the counselor 
and the clerk. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motioned carried 3-0. No action 
taken.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to take a 5-minute recess.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried.  2-0 (Jason had not returned to the meeting room).  

Public Works: Jesse Walton-  

Bids for Jail demolition:  
 Page Enterprise: $48,000.00 Cornelius: $58,970.00 
 Double K Const.: $29,800.00 JRK Portable Welding: $113,000.00 
 Courtney Const.: $28,700.00 Z & M Const. $53,950.00 
 S2 Const.: $75,687.33  Greg Bair: $49,200.00 
 Wilson Diff & Flow: $57,650.00 
 
Bids for 1095 Culverts:  
  Contech: $115,288.80 
  Welborn: $138,975.00 
  Oil Patch: $160,820.00 
 

Spring Clean ups- Parker and Tanglewood asked about providing dumpsters for the clean-
ups.  2 dumpsters for CND trash removal and one for tires.  

Tanglewood asked to set up a charge account and to rent roll off dumpsters. After 
discussion the commissioners and Jesse recommended not allowing the charge account. 
Jim and Jason felt it should be a “pay as you go”.  

Landfill Trucks: funds for the trucks in the amount of $243,473.80 from ARPA funds.   

Asked for approval to pay to “Overhead Door” to fix in Pleasanton for $5599.85.   



Jason Hightower motioned to pay the $5599.85 to Overhead Door for Pleasanton Shop, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried.  

New Holland tractor – trouble going into gear, clutch pack and brakes need replaced.  Jason 
Hightower motioned to allow Jesse to spend up to $19,000 for New Holland tractor at north 
shop, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Grader motor is the problem, need to replace it.  The warranty is the same with a 3-year 
warranty, the motor only is $39,640.07 and the total is $53,391.59.  There will be $3500 
charge to have the pump pulled but that had already been approved.  It will be rebuilding 
motor, if go through CAT then it is a 3-year warranty.   

Jim Johnson motion to approve $57,000 for repair of caterpillar grader, Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

963 track loader, pump has issues and going to pump shop.  

Arcadia Landfill- Jesse recommends staying with the Anderson County Landfill. The 
difference is $1.50 per ton, driving on gravel road versus staying on paved roads.  They 
decided to stay with Allen County Landfill.  

Planning & Zoning: Jenny Cummings- Rezoning & CUP for Eric & Emily Thies for their 
property at 16349 Young Rd Pleasanton, KS has formerly been withdrawn, no action is 
required from the board.  Counselor Paletta shared that since the application has been 
withdrawn, any complaints will be filed with Planning & Zoning, and investigation is done, a 
letter is sent to violator and a chance to become compliant, a citation could be provided to 
then attend court codes, which are not jailable, but a penalty could be provided.  

Jesse shared that culvert project has been moved out another week due to weather and he 
has notified the school  

Clerk asked the Commissioner to choose an official newspaper. Alison shared we couldn’t 
use the website as an official post.  

 Jason Hightower motioned to choose Linn County News, Resolution 2026-03 as the official 
county newspaper, Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motioned carried, 3-0.   

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0. 

 

 

       ________________________________ 

       Chair 

 

 

Attest:  

_______________________________ 

Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 9, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair – Jason Hightower and Member – Jim 
Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from Jim Johnson.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $587,869.98. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-219 through 263, in the amount 
of -$53,585.68. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to make the following adjustments to the agenda: Add 10 
minutes Executive Session for Fairboard members pending anticipation of litigation, table 
Vicious Dog Law and to remove the OCEDC Rehab Grant with Stephanie Watson. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 

AMR: Read by Jason Hightower: Blue Mound had 6 calls, 2 transports, Centerville 2 calls, 1 
transport, LaCygne 13 calls, 4 transports, Mound City 9 calls, 6 transports, Parker 2 calls, 0 
transports, Pleasanton 9 calls, 8 transports, Prescott 9 calls, 8 transport for a total of 42 
calls and 22 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson: Read by Jim Johnson:  51 prisoners, 10 releases, 0 
farmed out, 35 farmed in, 55- 911 calls, 5236 jail contacts, 709 calls for service, 19 civil 
service papers served, 12 VIN inspections, 29 new cases opened, 14 cases closed 05 
vehicle crashes, 172 bailiff contacts, 1 livestock out, 171 SRO calls for service.  

Fire & Emergency Management: Randy Hegwald: Would like to hire Truman Schneider for 
910 Mound City Dept. pending drug screening and physical 

Jim Johnson motioned to approve the hire of Truman Schneider for the 910 Mound City Fire 
Department pending physical and drug screening, Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, 
motion carried 3-0. 

Health Department: Amanda Snyder: shared there were 373 February appointments (2024 
there were 2026, in 2025 there were 233). Health Dept. had an Expecting 
Together/Preparing for Baby class that was held 2/28/26, received a $2000 Farm Credit 
Grant to be used towards the Community Garden, there has been a measles outbreak from 
PHEP Regional Exercise, upcoming events include the health fair at JLHS on March 11, Safe 
Sitter class to be held on March 16 and March 17 from 10am-1pm, those attending will 
need to attend both days, new sibling class will be held April 9, 3:30-4:30pm, 
Grandparents: Getting Started class will be held April 8, 9-12, fee is $20, Car Seat class will 
be held June 9-11 from 8am- 5pm each day, class is $95.00, there will be a Pulse of Public 
Health virtual training for Kansas Commissioners and county officials, Mobile 
Mammography will be here July 15th from 8-4:30pm, Aid to Local Grants are due; State 
Formula of $17,816 with 100% match (covers salaries, benefits and infrastructure 
improvements, MCH of $14,980.41 with 40% MCH Match (covers salaries, benefits, 
supplies for events and outreach education, PHEP of $13,343.00 with 0% match (covers 
salaries, benefits and 1/3 of internet/phone service, IAP for $4240.00 with 0%  match 
(Covers salaries and benefits).   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve application for Health Department to go out for 
grants in the amount of $50,379.49 and allow the chair to sign.  Jim Johnson seconded the 
motion, motion carried 3-0.  



Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1, 10- minutes, for 
job performance, job duties with 3 commissioners, counselor, clerk and Joannie Reed. 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried.  No action taken. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 10-minute Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1, job 
performance, job duties with 3 commissioners, counselor and clerk. Jason Hightower 
seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. No action taken.  

Clerk: Chasity Ware: asked for Jesse Walton with Public Works to have his credit card limit 
raised to $10, 000 instead of $5,000.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve to raise Jesse Walton credit card limit to $10,000, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Airport Lot Split Update: Lisa Kellstadt has submitted the paperwork on here side and now 
there needs to be a deed from title company to deed the split section to Linn County and 
then file the last part of paperwork. Updates of election ware will take place Tuesday 
through Friday.  

Public Works: Jesse Walton- Terracon came out to provide cost for the landfill expansion, 
this is being done in 3 phases due to environmental stuff with endangered species , Hay 
leases will be in the paper this week and bids will be due March 27 for a 2-year lease, Dave 
Sutter submitted his last invoice, cost differences were shown so the insurance agent is 
looking into that, but would like to initiate a partial payment to Dave Sutter $105,761.58.  
There is about $55,000 that is withholding until insurance can look at discrepancies per Al 
Gardner (insurance guy). Alison requested to have Joannie and the counselor to look over 
this prior to payment is disbursed. There is discussion regarding Sutter providing work on 
the Justice Center. Jesse assures you that the invoice he would like paid to Sutter includes 
work completed on the 4-H building, Gazebo and Annex building.  

Jesse requested that the demolition of the old jail building be awarded to Greg Bair Track 
Hoe Service in the amount of $49,200.   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve Greg Bair Construction to complete the demolition 
of the old jail in the amount of $49,200. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried. 
3-0. 

Jesse requested the culvert bid go out to Contect Engineering Solutions for 8 culverts for 
the 1095 project in the amount of $118,688.80.  He also shared he would like to go out for 
bids to complete these culvert projects due to the size of the culverts and the time frame 
the road crew guys are doing other culverts throughout the county.  Due to the awarding of 
the contracts job due to dirt work, it depends on when they start building these culverts. 
Money will come out of Special Road & Bridge Fund: $1,700,000, the project expenses will 
come from this account. Only amount out of our pocket will be the preliminary engineering 
on the south half of 1095 and Military Bridge.  

Jason Hightower motioned to award Contect Engineering Solutions for the culverts in the 
amount of $118, 688.80. Jim Johnson seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.  

Bid for replacing culverts will go in the newspaper this week and bids will be due by March 
27th at 4pm, and will call the contractors to do a walk-thru.  Jesse will also call the 
engineering firm to get permits started.  

Electrical Engineer was here to look at the generator at the old jail to see about moving it to 
the courthouse.  After reviewing, the courthouse needs an 800 amp service and the 
generator is only a 150 amp service. The generator could keep the heat on. The bid to move 
it will come in and then engineer will come in and visit.  

Campbell family in Goodrich lost their home in a fire and is asking for dump fees 
application to remove the debris.   



Alison Hamilon motioned to approve the waive of dump fees for Campbell family. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Safety meeting with Kansas Highway Patrol with the road crews took place, reminder of 
safe driving and holding commercial driver’s licenses. This is being offered each year.  

Cornerstone will come out to the landfill to look at the as-built.  

Marina: Sheri Loveland: shared the bids for Cabin #6- they will consist of redoing the 
flooring, bunk beds, awning on the building, cabinets, counter top,  

Jimmy  Lawson $ 10,000 

Schackleford   $16,112. 61 

Sheri & Jesse will review the bids and qualify them.  

Public Comment: No comments 

Vicious Dog Law has been moved to March 30th. 

Counselor Paletta: shared after further investigation, loans that are present are fine but no 
more loans will be offered to the county without an E-Community Board. After more 
discussion, Jason and Jim shared they were in favor of hiring a contractual position for 
someone to continue out the local grants that have been provided in the past.  

Clerk shared with budgeting season around the corner to decide what the long term plan 
will be for grants being provided for the future of Linn County citizens.  

Jason Hightower motioned to post a contract position for the Economic Development 
grants for a flat rate of $2000. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-1.  

Recess :  Alison Hamilton motioned to take a recess until 10:45am while waiting for the Fair 
Board group arrived. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Clerk shared YEC was completed last Tuesday, Destiny Fletcher spear-headed the event 
and need an approval of putting together the YEC, miscellaneous items purchased for the 
event in the amount of $1599.41 ($1500 for her time, and $99.41 for items).  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve paying Destiny Fletcher $1599.41 for YEC event, 
Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 2, attorney client 
privilege, pending litigation for 10-minutes with 3 commissioners, counselor, clerk, and 5 
fair board members (Charley Johnson, Denny Brake, Stacy Brokus, Roger Carbon and Josie 
Teagarden on the phone). Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried 3-0. 

Discussion continued out of Executive Session regarding the 4-H building and the fair board 
taking that on.  Charley Johnson shared the fair board couldn’t take on the maintenance of 
the building of financial part of it. The biggest issue/concern of the Commissioners is the 
daily maintenance and oversight of the 4-building. Roger Carbon shared the fairgrounds is 
used for a lot of things. It was shared the Arts & Crafts group may not be paying rent on the 
use of the building for the time frame of Arts & Crafts for the use of the booths. The full 
responsibility of rentals is currently with the extension office. More discussion took place of 
the use of the building: 2024- 25 times, 2023- 26, 2022 – 26, 2021 – 36, the condition of the 
building is in fair condition. It was shared this isn’t supposed to be a tax paying savings, but 
a way that it could be managed better.  After much discussion it was shared there is a 
disconnect between the county, the fair board and the extension office. Current mil levy 
budgeted of $128,000 for the Fair Board. Discussion of the kitchen and what it needs vs. 
what it could/they would like it to include took place, who benefits from having a 
commercial kitchen for one week of the year (fair week). Concern of disconnect of 
commissioners and extension office with rentals and who is charged to use the building, 
how it is rented and funds collected.  Inquiries about the cost of insurance.  



Jesse Walton shared that they will be going out for bid for HVAC for the county as a whole. 
Parts for the 4-H building HVAC are warrantied, but the service is not. Could go out for bid 
on the replacement HVAC, bids would only be good for 30 days.  

Alison asked about the amount of money budgeted for the 4-h building, more discussion 
took place regarding the 4-h building that included; commercial kitchen use for one week, 
raising the rent, fixing it up to be able to raise the rent, concerns of rentals and scheduling, 
Jesse shared his opinion regarding the commercial kitchen- the gas stove isn’t used enough 
and gets dirty and needs cleaned constantly, he recommends selling the current stove, get 
a smaller version and then able to put the existing fryers under the current hood. Alison 
suggested going out for bid on the kitchen, HVAC repairs and maintenance, Jason was in 
favor as well.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go out for bid with the HVAC repair, replacement, 
maintenance, and kitchen remodel. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried. 
3-0. 

Alison also asked for a bid regarding the other 2 sides of the 4-h building and for it to go out 
to bid due to over $25,000. After discussion they decided to wait until the other bids come 
in for 4-h building inside remodel/maintenance.  

Rental for 2025 was $2925.00 that included 15 rentals (but this isn’t 15 days, but 15 
different individuals that might include several days of rental). Insurance is $3970.52 for 4-
h building alone. Paletta shared there is an information gap regarding the three entities and 
adding another committee could potentially cause more confusion.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0. 

 

       _______________________________ 
       Chair 
 
Attest:  
______________________________ 
 Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 16, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present was Chair - Alison Hamilton, Member - Jim Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and 
Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 
from Jim Johnson.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $587,869.98 Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0.  

Jim Johnson motioned to approve the add/abates 2025-257 through 276, in the amount of -
$15,896.06. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the safety boot wear for Robert Turpern in the amount 
of $200.00, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 

Claims are already approved but will include AMR claim for $97,617.67 and Tri-Ko quarterly 
claim for $11, 646.50.  

Alison Hamilton motioned for the following changes on the agenda: Adding Marina under 
Public Works, adding Executive Session for 10-minutes KSA 75-4319 b. 2 anticipation of 
litigation with Fire management, Executive Session for 5-minutes KSA 75-4319 b.2, 
anticipation of litigation with Fire Management, Jim Johnson would like to add 10 minutes 
for KSA 75-4319 b.1, job performance with commissioners and attorney, Executive Session 
under Public Works for KSA 75-4319 b. b4, financial matters, for 10-minutes with Jesse, 
Commissioners, clerk and treasurer. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-
0. 

AMR: Alison Hamilton read: Blue Mound had14 calls, 4 transports, Centerville 2 calls, 1 
transport, LaCygne 23 calls, 9 transports, Mound City 12 calls, 8 transports, Parker 2 calls, 
0 transports, Pleasanton 14 calls, 11 transports, Prescott 4 calls, transport for a total of 71 
calls and 37 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson: Read by Jim Johnson:  56 prisoners, 10 releases, 0 
farmed out, 35 farmed in, 72- 911 calls, 5891 jail contacts, 795 calls for service, 11 civil 
service papers served, 13 VIN inspections, 41new cases opened, 17 cases closed, 8 
vehicle crashes, 96 bailiff contacts, 1 livestock out, 115 SRO calls for service.  

Fire & Emergency Management: Randy Hegwald: 5 wildfires, 3 EMS, 1 MVA, 2 Utility Pole 
Fires, 1- Crash Detections, 3- mutual aids,16 weekly total, 141-year total. Speaking 
engagements about career day involving firefighters. Randy would like permission to talk to 
insurance company to lower Junior Firefighter program from 16 y/o to 14 y/o.  Doing this 
would allow 4 years with the youth to promote the career. These youth are not allowed to 
drive or fight fires, notified by a phone and some schools allow the students to be called 
out during the day if they are in good standing just as they would if they were in sports. 
Evenings and weekends they can respond to the fire calls and attend training. Alison has 
requested a curriculum/training, and to potentially follow a state or national program.  
Randy shared this isn’t a program that is following any other program, it is a local only 
program. Randy will continue to find out a little more detail regarding the program. Cleaning 
took place over the weekend, there is some outdated gear, it used to have holes cut into it 
and thrown away but wasn’t sure with new council if you wanted me to follow those 
guidelines or surplus them.  He will have a resolution for next meeting.  

 Alison motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 4 for anticipation of litigation 
with Randy, counselor, clerk and 2 commissioners for 10 minutes. Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried 2-0.  No action. 



Alison motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 4 for anticipation of litigation 
with Randy, counselor, clerk and 2 commissioners for 5 minutes. Jim Johnson seconded the 
motion, motion carried 2-0. No action.  

IT- Chris Martin – year to date open tickets 379, 369 have been closed, 7 after hour calls, 14 
new computers have been set up, replaced oil pressure sensor in health dept. generator, 
tested and configured radios in 4 new vehicles, replaced emergency management router, 
assisted appraiser office with printing issues, set up equipment in new election room, fixed 
to request to exit buttons in justice center, assisted jail administrator with voice 
information printing, set up 28 new cell phones for sheriff’s office, completed separation of 
our active directory infrastructure in office 365, rebuilt a computer in booking room, 
corrected an issue with jail inmate ID cards, assisted public works regarding old sheriff’s 
office generator, moved equipment around in the clerk’s office, assisted sheriff’s office with 
submitting data to the state for monthly report to KBI, new operating frequency online, 
maintenance tower sites, new feature in the event of an emergency and communication 
with surrounding agencies, a trailer is able to visit with highway patrol, built transmitter for 
$500 vs. the quoted one of $5000-$10,000, new website looks going live in late April, 
preview was shown, trainings Tuesday and Wednesday this week, update with solution for 
zoom calls, Clerk shared the website look, Jim inquired about the generator for the 
courthouse, it was designed for the parts of the courthouse, just not the entire courthouse. 
Alison asked Chris to come back on March 30 regarding the zoom device.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 4 financial matters 
with Treasurer, clerk, Jesse, Counselor, 2 commissioners. Jim Johnson seconded the 
motion, motion carried. 2-0. No action taken.  

Public Works: Marina: Sheri Loveland: review of the bids for Cabin 6, she is recommending 
going with Darin & Jamie Schackleford, this would include outside awning, bunk bed (twin 
on the top/full on the bottom), 2 drawer dresser, mini split for heat/air 12,000BTU, kitchen 
sink/faucet, cabinets, table, chairs, swivel tv mount, 28’ bathroom vanity, and sink, recess 
lighting, and LUT plank flooring, 600 square foot, total materials $10,512.61, labor 
$4400.00, flooring $1200.00 sheetrock with walls and ceiling, that would be a total of 
$16,112.61.  Sheri found a 9” coil mattress for the beds, Alison inquired about the visuals of 
color options, but Sheri offered to follow up and make those decisions as needed.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the bid from Shackleford’s for cabin 6 in the amount 
of $16,112.61, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Public Works: Jesse:  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into an Executive Session regarding employee performance 
with clerk, counsel, 2 commissioners and Jesse. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 2-0. No action taken. 

With insurance work done on our buildings, he would like to have a partial payment to Dave 
Sutter for $160,403.29.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the payment of $160,403.29 to Dave Sutter, Jim 
Johnson approved the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Shared that trees are down, those are being cleaned up. Replacing of culverts in Blue 
Mound, two are done, one left then they will move to Centerville, Road Grader is in 
Chanute, should be back this week. The cost to repair track loader has damaged both 
pumps (only 4500 hours), the cost will be $30,111.69, they will need to flush the system 
and replace. Back-up on the landfill is done,  

Jim Johnson made a motion to fix the grader in the amount of $30,111.69 to fix the cat 963. 
Alison Hamilton seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Mowing bids were provided, there was only 1, Scarecrow Farms bid came in at $20,367.00.  



Public Comment: there were none 

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b. 1 for job 
performance/job duties with commissioners and counselor for 10 minutes. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. No action taken.  

Paul Hughes with KS Commerce gave a presentation regarding Opportunity Zone 
Selections via zoom. It is a program that started in 2017, goal is to incentivize investors for 
placing investments in specific qualifying census tracts. Paul shared a lot of information 
and that more information is to come from the US Treasury office at the state level 
including a map.  

 

The handbook was addressed one last time and clerk will bring it back for the March 30th.  

Clerk asked for a claim to pay for Amanda Snyder in the amount of $8320.00 for Nightingale 
Notes.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the $8320 for electronic software, Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Counselor Paletta asked to have executive session regarding KORA on agenda for next 
week.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 2-0. 

 
 

       _______________________________ 
       Chair 
 
Attest:  
______________________________ 
 Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



March 23, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present was Vice- Chair – Jason Hightower, member- Jim Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and 
Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Jason Hightower led the Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation 
from Joe Perkins.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jim Johnson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0 

Jim Johnson motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $$775,686.8, Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 2-0.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the add/abates, in the amount of -$54.26. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 2-0. 

Jason Hightower added IT to agenda and change last executive session to 20 minutes and 
to be at 10:30am, Jason Hightower motioned to make the changes to the agenda, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

AMR: Dawn Brooks: Blue Mound had14 calls, 4 transports, Centerville 4 calls, 2 transport, 
LaCygne 32 calls, 13 transports, Fontana  5 calls, 2 transports, Mound City had 16 calls, 10 
transports,  Parker 2 calls, 0 transports, Pleasanton 28 calls, 17 transports, Prescott 8 calls, 
4 transports for a total of 109 calls and 52 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson: Read by Jim Johnson:  58 prisoners, 10 releases, 0 
farmed out, 29 farmed in, 82- 911 calls, 5981 jail contacts, 899 calls for service, 15 civil 
service papers served, 21 VIN inspections, 33 new cases opened, 5 cases closed, 8 vehicle 
crashes, 127 bailiff contacts, 0 livestock out, 0 SRO calls for service- spring break. 

Fire & Emergency Management: read by Jason Hightower:  Wild land fires -25, EMS -2, MVA, 
3, Utility Pole Fire -2, Mutual Aid – 4, Public Information -4, weekly total of 40, year total of 
181.  

IT: Chris Martin: $15,000 was budgeted for new server for backup domain controller, due to 
chip vevndor trouble,the prices continue to rise daily, and permission was asked to 
purchase a new server not to exceed $15,000, found one this morning in the amount of 
$13,547.43. 

Jason Hightower motioned to allow IT to purchase the server not to exceed the $15,000 
budgeted. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Public Works: Noxious Weeds: Johnny Taylor:  Cost share program is ready, patrons have 
started calling asking about it, provided a Resolution for the cap of $30,000 budgeted for 
the program, asking residents to please provide a call to Johnny but to include contact 
information, land description to section/range/township, chemical they want to apply and 
quantity.  2026 Management Plan – there has been one change, and it is the first paragraph 
that includes to “institute a PGR (Plant Growth Regulator) program for maintaining 
roadsides. This is a strategic application of chemicals that will control broadleaf weeds 
while slowing the growth of cool weather grasses, resulting in saving at least one early 
round of mowing. Goal is to begin applying as Spring begins and apply on both sides of all 
paved roads in county before end of May.  Will provide a general notice to control weeds, 
something Kansas Department of Agriculture requires you to post in your newspaper, it 
reminds all residents it is their responsibility to control noxious weeds on their property.  

Jim Johnson made a motion to approve the Resolution 2026-04 for the cap of noxious weed 
cost share program. Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the 2026 Management Plan, Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 



Jesse Walton: brought the dust control bids: Scotwood Industries, LLC – 2500 gallon 
minimum, $1.83 per gallon, 4300 gallon minimum, $1.50 per gallon. Home City Grain, 
$1.35 per gallon for a fuel tanker, $1.40 with 2000 gallon minimum, Platte River Dust 
Control, $1.42 gallon, 4400 gallons (full truck load).   HVAC bids:  Webber Heating & 
Cooling at Semi- Annual at $3900 and Quarterly plan for $6240, Myrick Mechanical for 
$6542.72 annually and $1635.38 quarterly, will qualify and return next year.  Scarecrow 
Lawn & Farm will get the mowing bid at $20,367.00.  Jim had asked Chasity to look up what 
last year’s bid was and it was $20,035.02.  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the bid for Scarecrow Lawn & Farm in the amount of 
$20,367.00, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Request to raise the seasonal mowers from a 3D ($13.1238) to 5E ($15.0916) for part-time 
employees.   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve hiring seasonal mowers at 5E, $15.0916, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Old Jail – construction fence has been put up, demolition will start on March 30, 2026. 
Vertical expansion & berm has been approved by KDHE, Tony will come in and visit 
regarding the possible expansion to the east, will need to be planning as it will be a 6 
month-10 month process for permits, and has been told it will be about 2 years to get filled 
with what we have so far due to demolition of old barns and houses.  

Adam Schifman was here to talk about the generator at the old jail and what capability of 
running at the courthouse and possibly the old judicial building has.  Discussion took place 
of Adam returning and doing an actual walk-through with the commissioners and Jesse and 
what the existing equipment includes and its capabilities.  

Service Program about machinery and for the mechanics will come next Monday to provide 
information to commissioners. Grader is back from Foley and working. Culverts in 
Centerville are done and 3 more to go and one in Blue Mound. Pre-bid meeting regarding 
1095 culvert job, bids are due Friday. Bridge inspections – there 196 bridges to inspect, 
Cook, Flatt & Strobel are the engineer, the cost is $139 for each bridge that needs 
inspected, and it is a state regulation ($27, 244.00). 

Jason Hightower motioned to approve Cook, Flatt & Strobel to inspect the bridges, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Old military bridge -plans have been sent to KDOT, and onsite meetings will take place 
soon. Per Jesse, the first 5-minute Executive Session can be cancelled.  

Jason Hightower motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.2, attorney/client 
privilege, pending litigation with 2 commissioners, county counselor, Jesse for 15 minutes. 
Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0.  No action taken.  

Jason Hightower motioned to go into Executive Session KSA 75-4319 b.2, attorney/client 
privilege, pending litigation with 2 commissioners, county counselor, and outside attorney 
from Foulston, and  Jesse for 20 minutes. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 2-0.  No action.  

Jason Hightower motion to approve the settlement agreement that has been signed by 
Tanglewood lakes, that would resolve the lawsuit between the county and Tanglewood, 
further the Quit Clam Deed, Exhibit B, to the settlement agreement. Jim Johnson seconded 
the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Public Comment: There was none. 

Dave’s Towing: David Saker regarding becoming part of tow list, it was shared the request 
was denied previously, they shared there was a new tow lot at 1407 Holly St. Pleasanton, 
KS, the application is in the Sheriff’s office and was advised by counsel to start there.  



USI- benefits provider, Jen Elliott and Amy Schroeder were here to share what we currently 
receiving as benefits as a county and shared the options that could come moving forward. 
The concern is making sure the benefits continue to provide the same type of benefits that 
we currently have and the doctors that BC/BS provides and what other potential providers 
may have.  

Jesse came back in regarding the Cat Grader cost being actually $60,516.80 instead of the 
initial $57,000.   

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the $60,0516.80 for repairs on the CAT Grader, Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 2-0. 

Clerk- Chasity Ware- shared Southeast Kansas Tourism requesting if Linn County wanted 
to be a Tier 1, after discussion the commissioners decided not to participate. Also shared 
Economic Development Services job description, it will be posted on the website, 
Facebook and in the newspaper.  

Jason Hightower motion to adjourn the meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 2-0. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



March 30, 2026 

The board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas. 
Present were Chair - Alison Hamilton, Vice Chair – Jason Hightower and Member – Jim 
Johnson, Clerk -Chasity Ware and Counselor Jacklyn Paletta. Alison Hamilton led the 
Pledge of Allegiance and Invocation from Jim Johnson.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting. Jason 
Hightower seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to approve the claims in the amount of $340,414.10. Jim 
Johnson seconded the motion, and the motion carried 3-0.  

There were no add/abates. 

Jason Hightower motioned to approve the following adjustments to the agenda; add 5 
minute executive session for attorney/client privilege, a 5-minute executive session for 
financial affairs and to include Lisa Kellstadt, Dustin Schuler, 3 commissioners and the 
clerk in the posted 15-minute executive session, to add parcel letter on new business and 
move vicious dog law to April 6 meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried 
3-0. 

AMR- Dawn Brooks: Blue Mound had 16 calls, 4 transports, Centerville 4 calls, 2 transports, 
LaCygne 47 calls,17 transports, Fontana 5 calls, 2 transports, Mound City 26 calls, 12 
transports, Parker 2 calls, 0 transports, Pleasanton 39 calls, 21 transports, Prescott 8 calls, 
4 transport for a total of 162 calls and 66 transports. 

Sheriff Report: Read by Jim Johnson: Read by Jim Johnson:  54 prisoners, 17 releases, 0 
farmed out, 25 farmed in, 48- 911 calls, 5285 jail contacts, 772 calls for service, 22 civil 
service papers served, 16 VIN inspections, 40new cases opened, 23 cases closed, 2 
vehicle crashes, 105 bailiff contacts, 5 livestock out, 171 SRO calls for service.  

Fire & Emergency Management – Jason Hightower read the report: Wildland Fire-9, Motor 
Vehicle Accidetns-3, Natural Gas Leak-1, Fire Alarm-1, Vehicle Fire-1, Mutual Aid-1, Weekly 
Total-16, Year Total – 197 

Clerk shared that she and Chris Martin IT had tested out the Dante piece for sound with 
zoom calls out last week and it seemed to work well.  

Public Works: Jesse Walton- the mechanics (Craig Cox, Jack Shreckhise and Dan Parsons) 
came in to discuss the preventative maintenance done on the equipment.  Dan Parsons 
shared they currently pull oil samples at 150 hours to analyze, through a program with CAT 
called Vision Link.  At 500 hours, an oil change is done in house and at 1000 hours, CAT 
does the oil change and a thorough inspection.  CAT provides a kit with filters, engine oil, 
hydraulic oil for services needed.  

Hay Lease Bids:  Linda Conley for Airport hay lease at $3700, Larry Reynolds for LaCygne 
Industrial Park at $2580, and Ken Baugh for Tucker rd and 950 for $12,000. Jesse will qualify 
these and award them next week.  

Bids for the 1095 culvert project: Nail Excavating at $219,000, Killough Construction at 
$293,721.00 – 2’ asphalt option, Killough Construction at $309,721.00 – 6” asphalt option, 
Z & M Construction at $397,500.00 for 2”-4” asphalt option.  Jesse will qualify for this next 
week.  

HVAC bids were brought in last week:  

Jason Hightower motioned to approve Myrick Mechanical at $6542.72 yearly, with quarterly 
inspections. Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 



Alison Hamilton motioned to approve Home City Grain for $1.35 per gallon of dust control    
charging $2.14 per foot with a minimum of 250 and $25 application fee for a cost of 
$450.00.  Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. 

Tony with Terracon will be here next week at 10:30am to give more information regarding 
landfill expansion. Wednesday of last week the generator was unhooked and stacked and 
moved to south shop. Greg Bair will start on demolition of the old jail building. Fuel bids will 
be coming in. Completed Centerville culvert project, about to start 1095 culvert project.  

Jenny Cummings with Planning & Zoning came forward, Vicious dog law will be moved to 
April 6 meeting.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 15-minute executive session KSA75-4319 b. 2m 
attorney/client privilege, anticipation of litigation with Lisa Kellstadt, Dustin Schuler, three 
commissioners, the clerk and the counselor.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion 
carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  

Randy Hegwald with Fire & Emergency Management – asked for Resolution 2026-05 for fire 
surplus of bunker gear. 

Jim Johnson motioned to approve Resolution 2026-05 for declaration of surplus of fire 
equipment, Jason Hightower seconded the motion, motion carried. 3-0.  

Randy shared he is out for bids for bunker gear, no gear was purchased in 2025 so they are 
doubling up for 2026, 10 sets will be purchased out of Special Equipment that was 
reserved.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 5-minute Executive Session 75-4319 b. 2 
attorney/client privilege with three commissioners, Jenny Cummings, counselor and the 
clerk.  Jim Johnson seconded the motion, motion carried, 3-0. An extra 5 minutes to the 
above executive session was motioned by Alison Hamilton, Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motion carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  

County Attorney- Justin Meeks: asked for 7-minute executive session.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 7-minute executive session KSA 75-4319 b. 2, 
attorney/client privilege active ongoing litigation and possible litigation, with three 
commissioners, James Akes, counselor and Justin Meeks.  Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motion carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  

Justin Meeks- County Attorney shared a letter that was received from Prairie View regarding 
truancy and other legal issues, those things occurred prior to his position, but a meeting 
will be held Tuesday, 3/31/26.  Truancy in the state of Kansas consists of 3 unexcused 
absences, 5 in a semester and 7 in total that are unexcused absences.  There is a program 
that helps the kids prior to filing truancy cases.  He has 2 staff members that track those 
absences.  16 years of age a student can sign themselves out with parent’s permission, at 
18 you can sign yourself out.  

James Akes: Sheriff – shared that Chuck the board President of Tanglewood lakes had seen 
a post on Facebook regarding a threat of gates being torn down, Akes shared to provide a 
soft approach of sending out letters, provide cards that work, and some time frame to take 
place prior to putting the gates back up and providing plenty of communication. Justin 
Meeks shared they will support any charges that may be placed on those that do wrong.  
Akes shared those threatening are not being kept from their property, they are required to 
use their card.  

Public Comment- there were none.  

Clerk: Chasity Ware asked for executive session regarding financial affairs.  



-Alison Hamilton motioned to go into 5-minute Executive session KSA 75-4319 b.4, financial 
matters with three commissioners, clerk and counselor. Jason Hightower seconded the 
motion, motion carried, 3-0.  No action taken.  

Clerk shared Gina with the state was here last week to help with election street clean-up, 
shared tons of information, headed to Manhattan for training and the handbook. The 
handbook has been provided to the commissioners for one final review and approval 
anticipation of next week. Drug tests will be provided for new hires at CHC in Pleasanton, 
and after-hours employees will go to Fort Scott Urgent Care.  

Alison asked that Don George be added to the website for Wildlife & Parks.  

New Business: Parcel letter regarding sale of property at LaCygne Industrial Park. There 
was some discussion regarding the property that is for sale. The commissioners requested 
that Zach Mathis from City of LaCygne attend a meeting to discuss what plans or ideas that 
may have in mind. Discussion took place regarding plans for the property that is available 
for purchases to the patrons of Linn County.  

Alison Hamilton shared someone reached out to her regarding the OZ/ROZ, she shared she 
was confused thinking they were the same. She shared the gentleman was just sharing 
about the OZ and now understands that.  

Clerk clarified that the financial affairs that procedures are being looked at and changing 
the way things are being paid throughout the office. Alison asked that if receipts are not 
being turned in on time, to please share with the commissioners.  

Alison Hamilton motioned to adjourn the meeting, Jim Johnson seconded the motion, 
motion carried, 3-0. 

 

 


