
January 3, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex,  Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Herb Pemberton, Chairman; Larry Hall, Vice Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and the December 28th special meeting as printed.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to pay Nation Contracting $5,934.00 for ½ payment on the drainage work around the jail, the project is ¾ done.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Black asked the Commission for permission to go out for bids to replace his skid steer.  He would like to get a skid steer with a cab and 
rubber tracks.  Black would also like to buy a metal cutting band saw for the Dist. #2 shop for $600.00.  Larry Hall suggested waiting until 
we have some projects that would require a band saw.  The Commission agreed to let Black go out for bids for the skid steer.   
 
At 9:19 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss a 
personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, 
Counselor, Dan Morris, John Black, and Harry Wisdom attended the executive session.   
 
At 9:29 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Dennis Arnold informed the Commission of his meeting schedule for the next month.  The Commission asked Arnold to bring them a 
printed list of his meetings in the future. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve Lot Split #06-191 and accept the accompanying grant of easement as requested by Mike Page.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that 5 departments in the General Fund went over budget for 2005.  The department were Commission, 
Sheriff, Custodian, Ambulance, and 4-H Building.  The Clerk also stated that if the jail repairs/remediation costs had not been taken from 
the Sheriff’s budget, he wouldn’t have gone over by very much.  The Clerk then asked the Commission to take the remaining jail expenses 
from Contingency or Special Building instead of the Sheriff’s budget, stating that if the expenses are charged to the Sheriff, there is no way 
that he could stay under budget this year.  The Clerk then stated that he had talked to the Auditor, County Counselor, and the Division of 
Accounts & Reports about moving the Sheriff’s budget to a separate fund.  Jim Ferrante stated that he was not happy about not being 
included in the discussions about the Sheriff’s budget.  The Counselor stated that he and the Clerk were just investigating moving the 
Sheriff’s budget and were now bringing that information to the Commission.  The Counselor then asked for an executive session.   
 
At 9:47 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss a legal 
issue (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:07 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.  The Commission stated that they will discuss the issue of the Sheriff’s budget 
again later in the meeting. 
 
Jim Ferrante introduced Jackie Miller, Regional Homeland Security Coordinator.  Miller discussed the Foreign Animal Disease program, 
grant funding available, etc.  Hoof & Mouth is the biggest threat that they are currently concerned with.  Miller stated that Counties should 
have their own plan for Foreign Animal Diseases, to handle emergencies for the 1st 24 to 72 hours until the State could respond.  Miller has 
coordinated with Bernard Streeter and has a meeting scheduled concerning Foreign Animal Diseases on January 26th.  Miller also stated that 
the Sheriff would be included in the Foreign Animal Disease Plan.  Miller informed the Commission that grant funding is available for 
planning expenses and that grant funding expires on 4/30/06.  Miller also informed the Commission that Linn County is on or ahead of 
schedule in developing the plan.  Larry Hall proposed that we have a review of the plan during the 1st week of March and that the Sheriff, 
Bernard Streeter, and the Road Foremen be included in that meeting.   
 
At 10:49 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 11:00 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
County Attorney John Sutherland addressed the Commission concerning a proposal from the Kansas Prosecutors Case Management 
System.  Sutherland told the Commission that a 50/50 grant is available for the license.  He would like to pay the County’s 50% share from 
the Special Prosecuting Fund.  He would also like to pay for training from the Bad Check Fund.  The Commission agreed to let Sutherland 
pay for the services from the Special Prosecuting Fund & the Bad Check Fund. 
 
Jack Harris addressed the Commission concerning a proposal for a new jail.  Harris requested 1) That the Commission appoint a committee 
to study a local jail vs. a regional jail, 2) Based on the findings of the committee, the funding issue be placed on ballot at the next regularly 
scheduled election.  Harris discussed building a new 87 bed facility, and taking in prisoners from other Counties.  Harris stated that if we 
took in 50 inmates per day, we could pay for the new jail, or if the jail was paid for by an increased mill levy, the additional income would 
more than pay for the additional staff.  No action was taken. 
 
Don George, KDWP, asked the Commission about the CFAP agreements.  George explained the CFAP program.  Currently the County has 
the strip pit near Prescott in the program.  George also asked about including the barrow pit near Pleasanton in future agreements.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve the agreement for 5 years for CFAP on the strip pit near Prescott and to include the barrow pit near 
Pleasanton.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Velma Peterson, asked the Commission about borrowing $3,000.00 for window repairs at the Linnville and Farlinville school houses.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to loan $3,000.00 to Paris Township.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve Purchase Order #2005-15 dated December 30, 2005 in the amount of $10,000.00 payable to JEO Consulting 
Group, Inc. for Comprehensive Plan Services to be paid from the 2005 General Fund, Economic Development Budget.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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Jim Ferrante moved to reduce Purchase Order #2005-06 from $11,663.00 to $8,000.00.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to appoint Herb Pemberton to the East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $80,051.30; Employee Benefit, $92,908.18; Appraiser, $8,385.20; 
Rural Fire, $6,432.68; Road & Bridge, $31,782.70; 911 Telephone Tax, $1,130.25; Hospital Board, $54.80; Crime Victim Assistance, 
$745.47; Elderly, $10,768.72.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-121 thru 2005-123.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-01 setting the salaries for 2006.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
Following is a copy of Resolution #06-01: 

 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the 2006 KAC dues in the amount of $2,924.25.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve additional jail repairs in the amounts of $132.65 for gaskets and $7,370.00 for fixtures from Ellis Plumbing.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the storage space issue on the AS/400 is more serious than expected.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
approve paying Infinitec, Inc. $1,680.00 for additional disk units for the AS/400.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the purchase and installation of a ventilation fan for the jail from Douglas & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning 
in the amount of $1,449.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission about appointing a representative to the District Homeland Security Council.  Larry Hall volunteered to be 
on the District Homeland Security Council.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to reschedule the January 16th regular meeting to Tuesday, January 17th due to the holiday.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson gave the Commissioners copies of the engineering proposals for 1700 Rd. and asked the Commissioners to review the 
proposals for discussion next week. 
 
County Counselor Gary Thompson presented the Affirmative Action Plan for 2006. The plan has no changes from the 2005 plan.  The 
Commission will review the plan and discuss it next week. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve and authorize the chairman to sign the Release of Promissory Note on the property in the La Cygne Industrial 
Park.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to enter into agreement terminating the lease on the property in the La Cygne Industrial Park.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-02 transferring ownership of the La Cygne Industrial Park property and declaring it surplus 
property.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-02: 
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Jim Ferrante moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the deed on the above mentioned property.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites gave the Commission a report of the number of prisoners in custody for the week. 
 
At 12:30 PM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss  
legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:45 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 12:45 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 1:00 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 1:00 PM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for5 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 1:05 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Clerk asked what budget to take future jail mold remediation/repairs the expenses out of.  The Sheriff said it is not his responsibility to 
pay for the repairs/remediation from his budget.  Larry Hall moved to pay the bills for mold remediation/jail repairs from the Contingency 
budget in the General Fund.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to declare the jail a construction site and limit access to County employees having business there, contractors doing 
business there, and any other persons approved by the Commission.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk then informed the Commission that he wanted to state his opinion for the record on removing the Sheriff’s budget from the 
General Fund.  The Clerk stated that the Kansas Division of Accounts & Reports and the County’s Auditor both stated that they do not see 
any statutory authority to set up a separate Sheriff’s Fund.  The Clerk also stated that he cannot find any statutory authority to do so, and 
will not make that change unless the Commission can show him that they have the statutory authority.  The County Counselor stated that he 
will ask the Kansas Attorney General for an opinion. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, January 9th.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                                   
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January 9, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Herb Pemberton, Chairman; Larry Hall, Vice 
Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to appoint Larry Hall as Commission Chairman for 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to appoint Jim Ferrante as Commission Vice-Chairman for 2006.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood reported that the water pump on the boiler in the Courthouse has quit working, and there is no heat in the 
Courthouse.  Bedgood reported that we need a new pump and tank assembly that would cost approximately $3,000.00.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to replace the pump and tank for approximately $3,000.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:05 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commisson meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss a legal issue (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and John Black attended the executive session.   
 
At 9:15 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, John Black announced that the County is 
cleaning out a WPA waterway on private property that is needed for drainage purposes.  The waterway drains County ditches 
into Big Sugar Creek.  Black stated that he has written permission from the landowners for the work on the private property. 
 
Bill Van Kirk gave the Commission an update on the Community Corrections program.  Currently Community Corrections is 
supervising 139 adults and 37 juveniles per day in the 6th Judicial District (Miami, Linn, & Bourbon Counties).  Van Kirk 
also informed the Commission of grant money that Community Corrections is using for their programs, explained juvenile 
supervision programs, and several other programs.  The Commission thanked Van Kirk for all his work with the Community 
Corrections program.   
 
Carla Wheeler addressed the Commission concerning the Big Brothers/Big Sisters program.  The program is currently being 
used in Miami County.  Wheeler has had several requests from Linn County residents for getting the program started in Linn 
County.  Currently the program is starting in Linn County through School Based Mentoring at the Prairie View School 
District.   
 
Joe Maloney asked the Commission about repairs on a loader for Solid Waste.  Larry Hall moved to take the loader to Martin 
Tractor for repairs.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney asked the Commission about hiring Jimmy Hendrix as a full time employee at Solid Waste.  Maloney also informed 
the Commission that one of their part time employees has quit.  The Commission wants Dale Deer to talk to the Commission 
before a decision is made. 
 
Jake & Shirley Vasquez addressed the Commission concerning Pre-Paid Legal Services.  The County already has the Pre-
Paid Legal Service program.  Vasquez informed the Commission that Pre-Paid Legal Services is now also offering Identity 
Theft Shield.  Vasquez asked the Commission for permission to set up meetings with the County Employees to update the 
employees on all the services that are offered.   
 
At 10:04 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and then to take a 15 minute break.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the 
executive session. 
 



At 10:14 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 10:15 AM the Commission took a 15 minute break. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage license renewal for Mike Hazelbaker, PDQ, Inc.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission about the Annual Service Awards Dinner.  The Commission agreed to have the dinner 
around the 1st of February.   
 
The Commission discussed maintenance of County buildings.  Jim Ferrante informed John Sutherland that someone 
contacted KDOL about a possible problem in the County Attorney’s building.  Sutherland was aware that KDOL had been 
contacted.  Sutherland stated that KDOL was supposed to come back to test the Attorney’s building months ago.  The 
Commission stated that according to our handbook, employees should contact their supervisor first, that supervisor should 
then contact the Commission.  The Commission wants everyone to follow procedures so that problems can be taken care of. 
 
Dennis Arnold introduced Linda Weldon, Executive Director of SEK Regional Planning Commission.  She has been 
researching possible grants for Linn County.  She has looked for funding sources for the jail mold problems, but not much is 
available.  Dennis Arnold added that the maximum grant we could get would be 15% with a maximum of $50,000.00.  
Weldon stated that jails do qualify for CDBG funds, but none have been funded so far.  CDBG grant/loan applications are 
rated against other applications.  Need is a big factor in receiving these funds. 
 
Larry Hall gave a report on the repairs/mold remediation at the Sheriff’s office.  The Commission also discussed having Jerry 
Bedgood paint the inside of the jail before anything is moved back in.  Herb Pemberton stated that it should be painted with 
mold resistant paint. 
 
The Commission agreed that Larry Hall will attend a meeting in Wichita on Jan. 30th & 31st and that Jim Ferrante and Herb 
Pemberton will have a Commission meeting on the 30th without him. 
 
The Clerk reminded everyone that next week’s meeting will be on Tuesday due to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday. 
 
Jim Ferrante discussed performance reviews.  Ferrante stated that County policy requires annual reviews.  The Commission 
asked the Clerk to send a memo to all departments.  Larry Hall moved that it is the Commission’s directive to have a 
performance appraisal done on every employee, to ask the County Clerk to find forms to be used for the appraisals by 
February 15th, and to notify all departments of the requirements.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bernard Streeter asked the Commission for permission to advertise for bids for construction of the La Cygne Fire building.  
Herb Pemberton moved to allow Bernard Streeter to advertise for bids in the Linn County News and in the Osawatomie 
Graphic for 2 weeks, with bids to be opened on January 23rd.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to allow the County Clerk to sign any documents at the real estate closing on the property in the La 
Cygne Industrial Park this week concerning items that have been approved by the Commission.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At the request of Andy Mayhugh, Jim Ferrante moved to approve sending John Maloney to a class on septic systems.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a Request for Disbursement on the Centerville Sewer Project for $108,250.58 to Tom 
Adams Construction.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At the request of the County Counselor, Jim Ferrante moved to allow the Counselor to purchase a Kansas Local Government 
Law Handbook for $190.00 and a book & CD on Zoning, Subdivision, and Land Development Law in Kansas for $339.00.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The County Clerk will also purchase a copy of the Kansas 
Local Government Law Handbook. 
 
At Noon Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 



discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:05 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 12:06 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:11 PM executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:12 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 20 minutes to 
discuss a legal issue (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:32 PM executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow Jim Ferrante to follow up with Miami County concerning engineering firms on the Regional Jail 
proposals.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, January 17th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                                   
 



January 17, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a permit to bury telephone cable requested by Sprint United located on Gireau Road from 
1900 Road to 2000 Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
District #1 Foreman Dan Morris asked the Commission about replacing 3 dump trucks, 1 in each district.  He would also like 
to purchase salt spreader units for the trucks.  Morris stated that there is $90,000.00 in each district’s 2006 budget for this 
purpose.  Larry Hall suggested having the Commissioners look at the old trucks and discuss it next week.  Jim Ferrante 
suggested looking at leasing trucks also. 
 
John Byington informed the Commission of prices for cover material for the year: Wade Quarries, $8.00/ton; Nation Rock, 
$7.50/ton; Ashgrove, $8.00/ton.  Byington stated that he wanted to purchase 3,000 tons for Dist. #1 from Wade Quarries; 
3,315 tons for Dist. #3 from Wade Quarries; and 2,300 tons for Dist. #2 from Nation Rock.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow 
Byington to contact quarries with the amounts he requested.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve radiator repairs from Martin Tractor in the amount of $575.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve purchasing 8 tires for the lowboy trailer from Cross Midwest in the amount of $2,120.00.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing tubes from Judy’s Iron & Metal in the amount of $3,781.00.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
County Treasurer Carmen Self presented the 4th Quarter & 2005 YTD Interest Report for the County.  Interest income was up 
$80,852.00 over the previous year. 
 
At 9:27 AM at the request of Carmen Self, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session for 10 minutes to discuss personnel issues related to non-elected employees.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Carmen Self attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:37 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Jim Ferrante moved to reclassify the Motor 
Vehicle Clerks to Range 5 and to reclassify the Treasurer’s Tax Clerk to Range 4 effective immediately.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson reported that a property owner had asked if Maddox Road south of 1900 Road was open.  Robinson reported 
that his research shows that Maddox Road is still open south of 1900 Rd, but parts of it are impassible.  Robinson suggested 
declaring the road a Minimum Maintenance Road.  The Commission agreed and instructed the Counselor to draw up a 
resolution declaring that part of Maddox Road a Minimum Maintenance Road. 
 
Robinson also reminded the Commission that they need to make a decision on the engineering proposals for 1700 Road.  
Larry Hall asked Robinson to make a recommendation next week. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept a grant of easement on 1800 Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Marilyn Augur informed the Commission that she will be out of town for a meeting one day this week. 
 
Alice Widner, speaking for Trading Post residents, asked the Commission about installing fire hydrants in Trading Post.  She 



presented a petition from residents of Trading Post asking for fire hydrants in Trading Post.  The Commission agreed that it is 
needed and will ask County Fire Chief Bernard Streeter to check with RWD #1 and try to get something set up. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that there are two buildings that are going to be moved because of the new 
highway that we could use for Dist. #2 & Dist. #1.  The County could have the buildings for the cost of 
moving/reconstruction.  The building for Dist. #2 could be moved without tearing it down.  The building for Dist. #1 would 
have to be torn down and then rebuilt.  Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Road Dept. to accept the buildings.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $135,637.19; Employee Benefit, $115,122.68; 
Appraiser, $7,204.51; Rural Fire, $7,931.94; Road & Bridge, $32,255.93; Law Enforcement Trust, $29.76; 911 Telephone 
Tax, $832.53; Spl. Fire Equip. Replacement, $4,964.55; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, $9,589.89.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-124, 125, & 142.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for December 2005.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for December 2005. 
 
The Clerk explained that he found a clerical error in Resolution #2006-01 and had prepared Resolution #2006-03 to correct 
the error.  Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #2006-03, amending Resolution #2006-01 and setting the wages for 
2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #2006-03: 

 
At 10:15 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:30 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bob Stocking gave the Commission a report on the billing for the Hospital District.  Currently Larry Brumleve, 
Comprehensive Professional Resources, LLC is managing the accounts receivables/collections.  The amount we are paying 
for these services decreases each month, from $1,478.00 for January to $757.00 for April.  Stocking recommended that we 
continue to pay Brumleve through April.  Stocking also informed the Commission that Bruce Smith and Joe Pointer’s terms 
on the Hospital Board expired on 12-31-05, and that they would both be willing to take another term.  The Commission asked 



Stocking to keep them informed of the collections for the Hospital Board. 
 
Richard Wilson addressed the Commission concerning the jail/mold problems.  Wilson stated that the 1st report from KDOL 
said that there were no serious hazards found in the building.  The 2nd report from KDOL did confirm water intrusion 
problems and small quantities of mold.  Wilson also stated that now another department is making complaints about mold.  
Wilson is concerned about additional costs to taxpayers.  The Commission thanked Wilson for his input and concerns. 
 
At 10:55 AM at the request of Andy Mayhugh, Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel issues related to non-elected employees.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Andy Mayhugh attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:10 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:10 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:20 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission asked Bernard Streeter to look into installing fire hydrants in Trading Post.  The Commission also asked 
Streeter to give a copy of the blueprints for the new fire building to Eddie Andersen for his review and input.   
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission of a training workshop on gravel road maintenance that the Kansas Local 
Technical Assistance Program from the University of Kansas would like to hold in Linn County.  The workshop would cost 
$65.00 each for all that attend.  Linn County would be able to send 3 employees to the workshop at no cost for hosting the 
workshop.  The Commission agreed to host the workshop and asked Robinson to work out the details. 
 
Ron Nation asked the Commission about working on the sidewalk on the southwest corner of the jail.  He understood that we 
may be tearing out a portion of that sidewalk for sewer line repairs.  The Commission stated that they will contact Ellis 
Plumbing so Nation and Ellis can coordinate their work. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that they need to appoint a non-lawyer member to the Sixth District Judicial Nominating 
Commission.  Randall Dawson currently holds that position and his term will expire on the 1st Monday in March.  The Clerk 
contacted Dawson and Dawson would be willing to serve on the Nominating Commission for another 4 year term.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to reappoint Randall Dawson to the Sixth District Judicial Nominating Commission.  Larry Hall seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  (Jim Ferrante had stepped out of the room before the vote was taken.) 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Howard Barnes, spouse of former Register of Deeds Sharon Barnes passed away 
this weekend.  The funeral will be Thursday at 2:00 PM.  The Clerk asked if the Commission wanted to close for the funeral 
since most Courthouse employees would be going to the funeral.  The Commission stated that they did not want to close, and 
to try to keep offices open with employees that were not attending the funeral.  The Clerk also informed the Commission that 
the Register of Deeds office would be closed for the funeral. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to have the fence view requested by Joe Landes on February 13th at 1:00 PM.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The fence viewers will meet on 300 Road, ½ miles east of Harkness Road. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept the annual reports from Cemetery Districts #1, 4, and 5, and from Valley Township.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to reschedule the January 30th regular Commission meeting to 6:30 PM in the Commission room in the 
Courthouse Annex.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall gave a report on the working conditions in the construction area at the jail.  Commissioner Hall said that KDOL 
and Sunbelt Environmental both stated that there was no threat from mold in the working environment.  Jim Ferrante also 
reported on the attic at the Attorney’s building.  Commissioner Ferrante did not find any evidence of water problems in the 
attic. 
 



At 11:46 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:01 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 12:02 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:17 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 12:18 PM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission and Counselor attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:28 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, January 23rd.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 



January 23, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Larry Hall seconded the motion. The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Les Richardson asked the Commission about the ditch west of K7 near 1525 Road.  Richardson stated that there is no County Road shown 
on the map, if there is a County Road it needs to be posted as a minimum maintenance road.  Richardson also stated that the ditch drains 
into Big Sugar Creek, and does not drain other creeks as stated.  The Commission stated that the old road on that site had been closed. 
 
Dennis Arnold addressed the Commission concerning CDBG funds.  The County as a whole does not meet the LMI requirements for most 
grants.  The County would have to survey areas of the County that do not meet the LMI requirements; the survey mailing would cost 
approximately $2,340.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow Arnold to proceed with the survey, paying for it out of his budget.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood informed the Commission that the grasshopper mower needs repairs to the hydraulic system.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve 
paying Deems Farm Equipment $616.50 for repairing the mower.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris asked the Commission if they had a chance to look at the old dump trucks?  Herb Pemberton had not looked at the Dist. #1 
truck yet, but stated that they are having problems with the truck.  Jim Ferrante stated that the Dist. #3 truck would need approximately 
$21,000.00 in repairs.  Larry Hall stated that the Dist. #2 truck also needs extensive repairs or replacement.  After discussion, Jim Ferrante 
moved to allow Morris to request bids for replacing all 3 trucks.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dale Deer informed the Commission that he is considering retiring on Feb. 1st and that he recommends Joe Maloney for the job.  The Clerk 
stated that the opening would have to be posted for County employees for 5 working days.  Deer will post the position to full time 
employees today. 
 
Larry Robinson and the Commission discussed the engineering proposals for blacktopping/asphalting 1700 Road from County Road 1077 to 
Kansas Highway 7.  Herb Pemberton stated that he didn’t think we could afford the project if done according to KDOT requirements.  The 
Commission and Robinson agreed that BG Consultants’ proposal was the most attractive option.  The Commission agreed to invite BG 
Consultants to meet with the Commission to discuss their proposal. 
 
Gary Thompson presented Resolution #2006-04 declaring certain portions of the road laid out in 1883 known as the Albert Hodgson Road 
(currently named Maddox Road) to be a minimum maintenance road and scheduling a public hearing on Feb. 27th concerning the 
declaration of the minimum maintenance road.  Herb Pemberton moved to approved Resolution #2006-04.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #2006-04: 

 
At 9:55 AM Larry Hall moved to take a 10 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante reminded the audience that the Foreign Animal Disease meeting is this Thursday at 6:30 PM in the 4-H Building. 
 
Jim Ferrante and Larry Hall updated the audience on progress of the jail repairs. 
 
At 10:15 AM the Commission opened bids for construction of the La Cygne Fire Station.  The Commission expressed concerns on the 
construction blueprints.  Bids received were:  Foote Construction, $49,785.00; PSP Construction, $53,510.00; Larry Bosch, $90,177.77.  
The Commission stated that they want to review the bids and blueprints at the February 6th Commission meeting.   
 
Mary Grosshart addressed the Commission with questions and suggestions for the Commission meetings.  Grosshart asked the Commission 
who would pay for restoring the streets in Centerville after the sewer project was finished.  The Commission stated that the County had 
delayed repairing streets until the sewer project was finished and that the County is planning on working on the streets after the project is 
completed.  Grosshart also asked the Commission why they have County employees sitting in the Commission meeting wasting time when 
they could give the Commission a written report instead of attending the meetings.  Grosshart gave the Commission a list of the hourly 
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wages of several employees and the estimated hours they spend in the Commission meetings.  Grosshart estimated that the County is paying 
$7,176 76 per year to employees for time spent in Commission meetings.  Grosshart also suggested that County employees could submit 
their requests for attending out of County meetings in writing instead of attending Commission meeting and also suggested raising the 
spending limits for Department Heads to $1,000.00 so the Department Heads would not have to come in to the Commission meetings as 
often.  The Commission stated that they thought they better communication with the departments if the employees/department heads 
attended the Commission meetings. 
 
Marilyn Augur addressed the Commission concerning the furnace & A/C at the La Cygne Senior Center.  Cass Douglas inspected the heat 
& A/C units.  The units and duct work are old and worn out.  Parker Senior Center also has heat & A/C problems.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to allow Augur to go out for bids for heat & A/C on the La Cygne & Parker Senior Centers.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:48 AM at the request of Marilyn Augur, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session 
for 5 minutes to discuss personnel issues related to non-elected personnel.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Marilyn Augur attended the executive session.   
 
At 10:53 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:54 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:59 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Bernard Streeter gave the Commission a list of the Station Chiefs, Assistant Chiefs, and Fire Board Members for 2006.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to approve the list as presented.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Clayton Carothers & Matt Caldwell addressed the Commission concerning the proposed minimum maintenance road on Maddox Road 
south of 1900 Road.  Gary Thompson explained that the Commission could declare it a minimum maintenance road or the road could be 
closed with permanent easements filed in the Register of Deeds office.  The Commission asked Carothers & Caldwell to let the Commission 
know which option they would prefer by next week’s meeting. 
 
At 11:25 AM at the request of Andy Mayhugh, Herb Pemberton moved to recess into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss personnel 
issues related to non-elected employees.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and 
Andy Mayhugh attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:40 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:42 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:47 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Jim Ferrante moved to amend the job descriptions of 
Melinda Bolling (adding Assistant LEPP Grant Administrator) and John Maloney (adding Code Enforcement Officer & County Inspector) 
due to additional duties, to increase Melinda Bolling’s salary by $1.50 per hour and John Maloney’s salary by $1.00 per hour effective Feb. 
1, 2006 to be paid from LEPP grant funds, and that if at some future time the LEPP grant funds are unavailable or are otherwise assigned, 
the job duties and salaries will be reevaluated at that time.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign a revised agreement with BI Inc. for prisoner tethering.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:53 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting for 10 minutes to discuss legal issues 
(attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, 
Counselor, and Dan Morris attended the executive session. 
 
At Noon Dan Morris left the executive session. 
 
At 12:03 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly Emergystat report for December 2005. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-148 & 149.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept the annual reports from Lincoln Township, Mound City Township, and Mound City Cemetery District.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission about bills received from Sean Shoopman, Midwest Diversified Roofing, and Sunbelt Environmental.  No 
action taken. 
 
The Clerk asked about a bank account for the Centerville Sewer District.  Andy Mayhugh will check on it. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to hold a fence view requested by Lake Chaparral at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, February 21st.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 12:25 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:35 PM the executive session ended. 
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At 12:35 PM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:40 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 6:30 PM Monday, January 30th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
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January 30, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 6:30 PM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and 
Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante went over the protocol for the meeting.  Ferrante asked the audience to wait to be recognized and then come to the podium and 
state their name and where they were from. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 
2-0. 
 
John Maloney presented the Annual Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve and sign the Annual 
Noxious Weed Eradication Progress Report for 2005 as presented.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Maloney also presented the Noxious Weed Management Plan for 2007.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve and sign the Noxious Weed 
Management Plan for 2007.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Joe Maloney was the only County Employee that applied for the Solid Waste Coordinator 
position.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire Joe Maloney as Solid Waste Coordinator at $13.20 per hour (Range 8, Step F) and stated that 
Maloney will be evaluated after 6 months.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Solid Waste Collection Permits for Sullivan’s Service, David Cummings, David Ayers, Arnold 
Ayers, Jessee Spears, DTS/Donna Doan, and Sandstone Farms/Hester Transportation LLC for 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Carolyn Daulton asked the Commission for permission to hold a car show at the Courthouse on Saturday, April 22, 2006.  The Commission 
stated that they would rather not have the cars on the grass.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the car show to be held at the Courthouse.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Kaup addressed the Commission concerning an Interlocal Agreement between the City of La Cygne & Linn County.  Jim Ferrante 
expressed concern about the lack of representation for residents of the agreement area.  Kaup stated that the Commission would still be the 
elected representatives for the residents of the agreement area.  The Commission agreed that they wanted to give this issue more thought 
before making a decision.  Jim Ferrante asked that Kaup supply the Commission with a future land use map, plans for development, etc.  
Jim Ferrante also stated that he would like to see this addressed in the County’s Comprehensive Plan.  Herb Pemberton stated that he would 
like to wait for the Corp of Engineers Flood Plain Map before making a decision.  Larry Walrod, representing Linn Valley, stated that Linn 
Valley supports the concept of the interlocal agreements.  Kaup asked the Commission to look at the agreements that are in place in Miami 
County.   
 
Bernard Streeter gave the Commission copies of the plans for the new Fire Station 950.  Herb Pemberton asked Bernard Streeter about 
having the bidders here on Feb. 6th to discuss questions on the bids.  Streeter stated that he has asked the bidders to be here for that meeting. 
 
Streeter also informed the Commission that he made an error when looking at the pay off price for the lease-purchase agreements.  The 
County will still be able to pay off the large lease-purchase, but the two small lease-purchases will need to be paid off next year. 
 
Fred Kautt asked Streeter if Linn County was under a burn ban?  Streeter stated that Linn County is not under a burn ban at this time.  
Streeter also stated that Linn County is receiving more call ins than in previous years for controlled burns.  Streeter stated that burn bans are 
hard to enforce, and that he has no enforcement power. 
 
John Morse, representing the Fire Board, addressed the Commission concerning the Standard Operating Guidelines for the Fire Dept.  The 
Fire Board approved the SOG several months ago but the Commission has taken no action.   
 
Jessee Spears stated that last year there was an illegal election for Chief & Assistant Chief at the Prescott Fire Station.  Spears said that 
Bernard Streeter didn’t show anyone the results of the election and Spears didn’t think that was right.  Spears then stated that he was 
suspended from the Fire Dept. after a disagreement at a fire scene.  Spears said that he was reprimanded for rolling up a hose when he was 
the only firefighter on that hose line, and that there are always supposed to be 2 firefighters per hose line.  Jim Ferrante asked Spears to 
address his concerns with the Commission later in the meeting.   
 
John Morse also asked about service awards for part time employees.  The employee handbook doesn’t state whether or not the awards are 
for full or part time.  The Counselor stated that in the past they have been given to full time employees only. 
 
Scott Stainbrook stated that the Fire Board does not have enough power.  Stainbrook said that the Commission should listen to what the Fire 
Board has to say, not just a single Fire Board member.  Stainbrook also said that he feels like the Fire Board is wasting their time because 
the Commission doesn’t consider what the Fire Board decides.   
 
Rob Maloney stated that when the new Standard Operating Guidelines were presented to Commission, the Fire Board was told that the 
Commission did not approve the SOG, but the Fire Board was not given any explanation.  Maloney also stated that the Fire Board was told 
not to bring it up the subject of restructuring the Fire Dept. again.  Maloney and John Morse both stated that the SOG does not mention 
having a full time fire dept., it just mentions restructuring the chain of command. 
 
The Counselor stated that no action was taken by the Commission on the SOG.  The restructuring was the item that the Commission said no 
about. 
 
Stainbrook also stated that since Bernard Streeter has been the Coordinator/Fire Chief, the Fire Dept. has improved.   
 
The Commission asked Jessee Spears to schedule a time on the agenda at a later meeting.  Rod Benson suggested having Spears come to a 
Fire Board meeting.   
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Bernard Streeter asked the Commission for a chance to respond to the allegations made by Spears.  Streeter stated that there were not a large 
number of firefighters that had been fired as Spears had stated.  Streeter also said that all firefighters that had been relieved of duty were 
relieved by the Fire Board, not by him.  Streeter stated that the Chief and Assistant Chief of each station were elected by the members of 
their station according to Fire Dept. guidelines.  Streeter also responded to Spears comment about having 2 firefighters on a hose line at all 
times.  Streeter said that the Fire Dept. guidelines state that 2 firefighters have to be on a line for an inside attack, but that 1 firefighter is 
okay for work outside of a structure. 
 
At 7:53 PM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 5 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jayson McMaster, PWWSD #13 asked the Commission for another amendment to the water line burial permits.  Jim Ferrante asked why 
there is a pile of dirt & rock left when lines are buried.  McMaster stated that the ground needs to settle and that they are now starting to do 
cleanup.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the amended burial permit as presented subject to approval by Road Foremen and tentatively 
approve an additional burial permit amendment subject to required paperwork being submitted.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-0.   
 
Eddie Andersen addressed the Commission concerning the bids on the new Fire Station.  Andersen stated that he feels that the project needs 
to be rebid with new specs. to make sure everyone is bidding on the same specs.  Andersen will make suggestions for new specs. for 
rebidding.   
 
Andersen also stated that RWD #1 is looking into installing a fire hydrant for Trading Post. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $170,500.26; Employee Benefit, $39,024.55; Appraiser, 
$8,892.98; Rural Fire, $24,184.80; Road & Bridge, $61,362.50; 911 Telephone Tax, $837.98; Hospital Board, $1,453.00; Crime Victim 
Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, $14,514.19.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-150.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 2-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept the annual reports from Blue Mound Township, Paris Township, Potosi Township, Scott Township, 
Sheridan Township, and Stanton Township.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton suggested increasing the spending limit for Department Heads to $1,000.00 instead of $500.00.  No action taken. 
 
Herb Pemberton also suggested that if a Road District is going to do work that costs over $1,000.00, it should be approved by the whole 
Commission, not just the Commissioner from that district.  The Commission agreed to discuss this when all Commission members are 
present. 
 
At 8:49 PM at the request of the County Clerk, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session for 15 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 2-0.  The Commission and Clerk attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:04 PM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, the Clerk stated that he had hired Sandra Ross for Accounts 
payable position in his office.  Ross will take a pre-employment physical and drug test and will be on standard six month probation.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to pay Sandra Ross $10.03 per hour (Range 5, Step B) due to her previous accounts payable experience.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, February 6th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
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February 6, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to allow Dan Morris to purchase 2 tires from Wingfoot Commercial Tire for $538.80.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold gave the Commission report on his upcoming travel out of the County.   
 
Larry Robinson asked the Commission about attending an Older Drivers Workshop in Kansas City on Feb. 22nd.  The 
Commission agreed to allow Robinson to attend the workshop. 
 
John Byington informed the Commission that he will get cover material for Dist. #1 from the Cadmus quarry and for Dist. #2 
& #3 from Nation Rock. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve purchasing master cylinders for the 78 Cat. Loader from Martin Tractor for $690.00.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Black reported that the work on the WPA ditch is 95% done.   
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the purchase of an 8’ landscape rake for $1,600.00 from R & R Equipment.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney reported that no County employees applied for the truck driver position at the transfer station, so he will 
advertise.  Maloney also reported that it will cost approximately $4,500.00 to fix the loader. 
 
Larry Hall gave a report on the status of the jail projects.  Commissioner Hall reported that the plumbing inside of the jail is 
done except for cleanup, the roofing project is done except for touching up some spots that were damaged when the air 
conditioners/heaters were installed, 3 of the 5 heat/AC units have been installed, and Sunbelt will start their final cleanup this 
week.  The Commission also discussed items that still need to be done such as heat/AC ducts, carpentry/electrical work, 
painting, installing ceiling tiles, etc. and agreed to go out for bids on those projects.  Jim Ferrante suggested installing a 
security door between the booking area and the administrative area.  The Commission also discussed other issues that need to 
be addressed including a maintenance plan for the building.  The Commission asked the Clerk to contact the Sheriff and ask 
him to come to next week’s Commission meeting to discuss a maintenance schedule for the building. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-151.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept the annual report from Liberty Township.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage License renewal for Jeffrey Konitzer, dba Rockin’ K Café.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:39 AM at request of David Lamb, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 10 minutes to discuss personnel issues related to non-elected employees.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:49 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Fire Station bids and blueprints with Eddie Andersen and Bernard Streeter.  Andersen made 



several suggestions for changes to the building specs., including 6” 4000# concrete throughout the building, floor drains in 
the utility areas, and moving the water heater to the kitchen area.  Bernard Streeter explained that the interior of the building 
would be completed by Fire Dept. personnel, the bids are just for constructing the open building.  Andersen also suggested 
changing the slope of the floor, installing rebar under the drain, using 12” of concrete for the outside wall foundation, and 
putting the rebar in the outside wall foundation on 12” centers.  The Commission stated that the project would need to be 
rebid with new specs. to the bidders that previously submitted bids.   
 
Bernard Streeter gave the Commission copies of the proposed Fire Dept. Standard Operating Guidelines for review.  Streeter 
also gave the Commission a report from the State on Fire Danger Indexes.  Our area is currently in a moderate fire index.  
The Commission discussed a burn ban but took no action.  Streeter also discussed grants with the Commission.  Streeter 
suggested purchasing a laptop computer for approximately $2,200.00 for the Extension Agent with Emergency Management 
funds that would be used for the Foreign Animal Disease program.  The Commission asked Streeter and Mark Shuler to 
make sure the technology would not be out of date soon.  Jim Ferrante moved to purchase the laptop for $2,200.00 with 
Emergency Management funds.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jessee Spears addressed the Commission concerning the Fire Dept.  Spears asked why all firefighters are not treated the 
same?  Spears says that the guidelines are not being followed and stated that we have lost around 80% of our firefighters 
since Bernard Streeter took over.  Spears claims firefighters are not being treated equally.  Spears also claims that he didn’t 
get new gear when everyone else did.  The Counselor asked Spears if he was familiar with County procedure concerning 
grievances.  The Counselor informed Spears he needs to follow grievance procedures.  Larry Hall stated that since Spears is 
no longer a member of the Fire Dept., he was speaking as a concerned citizen of the County.   
 
Donna Thomas addressed the Commission concerning Health Dept. Emergency Plans.  Thomas asked the Commission for 
permission to use the fairgrounds in case of emergency.  Commission stated that the County doesn’t own the fairgrounds, so 
she would need to check with Fair Board.  Thomas also asked about Public Health Emergency Response Guidelines, stating 
that she needs to designate people to help with a medication dispensing clinic in case of a disaster.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to sign the letter of support for voluntary participation of County Employees.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Diane Bertone, SEK Multi-County Health Dept. Administrator, addressed the Commission concerning financing the SEK 
Multi-County Health Dept.  Bertone asked Commission for an increase in funding for the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. 
for 2007.  She asked that the County double the amount budgeted for 2006, and stated that she needs an answer by the end of 
February so she can work on next year’s budget.  The Commission stated that they want to compare usage of the program in 
Linn County with usage in the other Counties, and asked if Linn County was paying its fair share?  Currently Linn County 
budgets $46,000.00 for the program which is more than any other County budgets.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
Elizabeth Maxwell gave the Commission the East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging Annual Report and reported on the 
services that are offered by the ECKAAA.  Commissioner Hall stated that Linn County spends more on the Elderly/Nutrition 
program than surrounding Counties.  Commissioner Hall stated that Linn County levies approximately $200,000.00 for the 
Elderly/Nutrition program and surrounding Counties levy from $17,000.00 to $37,000.00. 
 
Larry Kinder addressed the Commission concerning 1700 Road.  Kinder lives on 1700 Road and is concerned about the 
proposed paving project, worried that the road won’t get paved.   
 
At 11:49 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM so the Commission could attend the Annual Employee Service 
Awards Dinner.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve Lot Split #06-192 requested by David Miller located at 17402 Queens Road.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to accept the grants of easements for Boundary Line Adjustments #06-02 (Keller/Rhynerson) and #06-03 
(Wiswell).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize Jim Ferrante to sign documents concerning the loan on the Centerville Sewer Dist. #1 



for the Commission.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize Herb Pemberton to sign the Request for Disbursement of Funds on the Centerville 
Sewer Dist. #1 project.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Request for Disbursement of Funds for January expenses in the amount of $59,947.66.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-05 authorizing Jim Ferrante to sign loan documents for the Centerville 
Sewer Dist. #1 project.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-05: 

 
At 1:12 PM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes 
to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Bernard Streeter attended the executive session. 
 
At 1:27 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 1:28 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 1:38 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission asked Bernard Streeter about the status of the ISO inspections.  Streeter said inspections are starting this 
month, hopefully to be completed this spring.   
 
Streeter advised the Commission that he had located two boats with motors through Federal Surplus for $3,100.00.  He would 
like to purchase the boats for water rescue for the La Cygne and Mound City Fire Stations.  There is also a hose tester for 
$50.00, and a Jeep Grand Cherokee for $4,500.00 available through Federal Surplus.  Streeter would like to purchase the Jeep 
to be used as his Fire Dept. vehicle and his existing truck could then be used for a grass truck at one of the stations.  After 
discussion, Herb Pemberton moved to authorize Streeter to purchase the boats and the hose tester.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
The Commission stated that they would like to have more notice from Dept. Heads about items that the Commission need to 



make decisions on.  The Counselor suggested having Dept. Heads make their requests by Thursday, to be sent out with the 
Commission packets from the Clerk’s office.   
 
The Commission informed Wayne Ellis that Sunbelt Environmental is coming back Wednesday to finish their mold 
remediation and asked Ellis to have his cleanup done by then.  Ellis needs to clean the concrete from the doors and floors, 
powervac the floors, and fill cuts in the concrete.  Commission and Ellis discussed problems with the sewer lines from the 
dispatch area.  Ellis will separate the sewer lines from the dispatch and trailers areas and redig the lines at his expense. 
 
John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to go out for bids for chemicals for Noxious Weeds for the year.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve Maloney’s request to go out for bids.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve an authorization for electronic transfer of funds for the Centerville Sewer Dist. #1 project and 
allow the Chairman to sign the authorization for electronic transfer of funds.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved that approval for all County road improvements be made in the Commissioners meeting and that 
individual Commissioners would no longer be granted the authority to approve projects in their district over $5,000.00.  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
At 2:17 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 2:22 PM executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, February 13th.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 



February 13, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante suggested adding the following to last week’s minutes:  list the amount spent by Linn County and surrounding 
Counties on the Elderly/Nutrition programs and list the items that Ellis needs to cleanup and repair.  Jim Ferrante moved to 
approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to reschedule next week’s regular Commission meeting to Tuesday, February 21st, due to the 
Presidents’s Day holiday.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood informed the Commission that Ken Needs is retiring and asked for permission to post the position to County 
employees.  The Commission agreed to let Bedgood post the position. 
 
The Commission gave an update on the progress at the jail.  Larry Hall moved to hire Dave Woodrum to do carpentry work 
at the jail at an hourly rate.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  Jim Ferrante reminded the Commission that we need a 
security door to separate the booking area from the administrative area at the jail.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton informed the Commission that he would like to be in charge of the electrical, painting, floor, and ceiling 
projects in the jail.  The Commission agreed to let Pemberton be in charge of those projects.  Larry Hall stated that Sunbelt 
has completed their cleanup of the jail.  They did do some additional work that was not in their original bid at the request of 
the Sheriff.  Larry Hall also stated that he would like to have Cass Douglass do the ductwork at the jail due to the 
sophisticated nature and his knowledge of the project.  The Commission opened bids for the ductwork, etc. at the jail.  The 
only bids received were from Cass Douglass, Douglass & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning.  Douglass’s bids were: Unit #5-
Correct duct work to accommodate 2000 CFM to areas as required by load requirements, $1,655.00; 4 Broam ventilation fans 
for prisoner’s cells and 3 Broam ventilation fans for bathrooms, electrical work, $1,859.00; and Units #1, 2, 3, & 4-Duct 
work to meet CFM requirements, etc., $17,679.00.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the bid for Unit #5 in the amount of 
$1,655.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the bid for 
ventilation fans and electrical work in the amount of $1,859.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the bid for Units #1, 2, 3, & 4 in the amount of $17,679.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Sheriff Stites informed the Commission that he had applied and his application had been accepted by KDOT for overtime 
reimbursement for Deputies for traffic related overtime.  Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign an 
agreement with KDOT for overtime reimbursement for traffic related overtime.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission and Sheriff Stites discussed the maintenance schedule at the jail.  Sheriff Stites gave the following report on 
the cleaning schedule that is in place:  Shift 1600 to 2400 hrs.-Clean, disinfect, and mop kitchen area, hallway, booking area, 
copy room, booking shower, detox, and front vestibule.  Clean inmate property room.  Clean, mop, and disinfect restroom in 
lobby.; Shift 0000 to 0800 hrs.-Empty all trash containers.  Clean, mop, and disinfect staff restrooms.  Vacuum all carpeted 
areas.  Dust as needed.; Shift 0800 to 1600 hrs.-Haul trash to compactor.  Check and restock as needed vehicle and building 
cleaning supplies as needed.  Larry Hall stated that the tile floors need to be waxed and buffed also.  The Sheriff stated that it 
is done yearly.  Larry Hall asked the Sheriff to add that to his schedule.  Larry Hall asked about changing the A/C filters.  The 
Sheriff stated that Jerry Bedgood takes care of that.  Larry Hall asked the Sheriff to add filter changing to his maintenance 
schedule as recommended by Cass Douglass.  Larry Hall asked the Sheriff about a no smoking policy.  The Sheriff said he 
has implemented a no smoking policy in the building.  Jim Ferrante stated that a survey was sent to high school students in 
association with the comprehensive plan.  Students were asked “what needs to be improved in Linn County?”  11% said law 
enforcement, 22% said drugs are a problem in the County.  Jim Ferrante also stated that 84% of students surveyed said they 
do not plan to stay in Linn County.  Ferrante also asked the Sheriff to review the results of the survey, discuss it with City 
Officers, etc.  Larry Hall also stated that a number of Counties charge prisoners for room & board and medical copays.  The 
Commission asked Sheriff Stites to get copy of a resolution from Washington County concerning charging prisoners.  The 
Sheriff stated that prisoners that are able to pay are required to do so.  Jim Ferrante stated that Kansas Statutes give Counties 
the right to collect from prisoners for damage to the jail, drug copays, room & board, etc.   



 
At 9:51 AM at the request of Sheriff Stites, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 5 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Sheriff attended the executive session.   
 
At 9:56 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 10:00 AM the Commission opened bids for Parker & La Cygne Senior Centers furnace & A/C.  Bids received were:  L & 
E Enterprises, Mound City: La Cygne, $9,315.05 and Parker, $4,048.19; Dave’s Heating & A/C, Paola: La Cygne, $8,200.00 
and Parker, $4.460.00; Eastwood HVAC, Pleasanton: La Cygne, $12,200.00 and Parker, $6,775.00; and Douglass & Sons, 
Paola: La Cygne, $9,400.00.  The Commission asked Augur to review the bids, put the results on a spread sheet, and come in 
to discuss the bids next week. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney presented a Solid Waste Collection Permit application for L & K Services.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve the Collection Permit for L & K Services.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney also gave the Commission pictures of items being dumped in the trash room at the transfer station.  Maloney is 
concerned about CD debris (asbestos), biohazards, etc.  Commission asked what other Counties do?  Maloney stated that 
Miami Co. uses a tractor with a cab instead of a bobcat.  The Commission stated that our procedures are to not accept CD or 
biohazard waste in the trash room.  The Commission instructed Maloney to inform everyone that dumps that we do not 
accept CD, biohazards, etc. in the trash room.  The Commission and Maloney discussed putting a compactor outside, where 
our employees don’t have to handle the trash.  The Commission also discussed making everyone sign a statement that there is 
no CD or biohazards in their loads.  The Commission asked Maloney to contact other Counties to see how they handle it.   
 
At 10:25 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes 
to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee and then take a 10 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Joe Maloney attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:30 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.  The Commission then took a 10 minute break. 
 
Dan Harden, BG Consultants, Inc. addressed the Commission concerning their proposal for the 1700 Road project.  Harden 
proposed providing County Engineering Services on an “on call” basis.  Commission stated that they would be interested in 
the proposal.  Commission asked the County Counselor to review a proposed contract with Harden. 
 
Mike Gillespie, Fire Board President addressed the Commission concerning the Fire Dept. Standard Operating Guidelines.  
Gillespie also told the Commission that the Fire Board does not want to be a self governing body, just a policy making board 
that makes suggestions to the Commission.  The Commission has several questions about the guidelines.  The Commission 
suggested meeting with the Fire Board to go over the proposed SOG.   
 
At 11:06 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:11 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Mike Gillespie also stated that the Fire Board did discuss a grant for a full time dept. 9 months ago, but have not discussed it 
since that time. 
 
William Haden addressed the Commission concerning Gilmore Airport.  Haden proposed moving onto the property to 
provide security for the airport.  The Commission stated that the County does not own the airport, just leases the runway.  
Any other agreements would need to be worked out with the owner of the property.  Haden is interested in providing a Fixed 
Base Operation for the airport.   
 
At the request of Fire Chief Bernard Streeter, Herb Pemberton moved to hire William R. Waisner as a Firefighter for Station 
950.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the County computer system will be shut down for an upgrade at 11:00 AM on 
Wednesday, February 22nd.  None of the County offices will be able to access any computer information for the remainder of 
that day. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-152.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that the State has released the listing of the Average County Tax Levies for 2005.  
Linn County has the ninth lowest levy in the State again this year. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly bills.  Larry Hall stated that he wants to move the jail utilities to the Sheriff’s budget.  
The Clerk stated that the Sheriff did not budget for those items because they have always been paid from the Courthouse 
budget.  Larry Hall stated that he wanted the utilities moved to the Sheriff’s budget for 2007.  Larry Hall also stated that he 
wants to add a line item for overtime in all the 2007 budgets. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $221,991.33; Appraiser, $1,768.42; Rural Fire, 
$155,830.34; Road & Bridge, $48,599.32; Special Machinery, $7,175.00; 911 Telephone Tax, $1,962.78; Spl. Fire Equip. 
Replacement, $1,500.00; DARE, $27.00; Hospital Board, $637.78; Elderly, $9,717.75; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $1,555.50.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante discussed trash in the garage at the jail.   
 
Gary Thompson stated that he did receive an answer from the Attorney General on the letter he wrote. 
 
John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to publish a General Notice to Control Noxious Weeds.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to authorize publication of the notice as presented.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0. 
 
At 12:01 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 11 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:12 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM to meet as fence viewers on 300 Road, ½ miles east of Harkness Road.  Larry 
Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Commission reconvened as Fence Viewers on 300 Road, ½ miles east of Harkness Road for the 
Landes/Sutterby Fence View.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; Gary Thompson, County Counselor; Joe Landes; and Marlyn & Virginia Sutterby. 
 
Counselor Gary Thompson explained what the Commission can do at a fence view.  If there is an existing fence, the 
Commission can determine if it is a legal fence.  If there is not an existing fence, the Commission can determine who is 
responsible for building a fence and/or maintaining the fence.  The Commission then walked the property line between 
Landes and Sutterby.  The Counselor informed the parties that the Commission will make a written finding concerning who 
is responsible for which part of the proposed fence within the next couple of weeks. 
 
 With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, February 22nd.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Attest:                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                
 



February 21, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante listed corrections/additions to last week’s minutes concerning asking the Sheriff to review a survey, Kansas 
Statutes allowing Counties to charge prisoners for various items, and a second to a motion.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve purchasing 80’ of 48” plastic culvert for $2,457.00 to repair the bridge at 2400 & Iliff 
Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve repairs to a John Deere backhoe joystick in the amount of $1,859.00 from Murphy 
Tractor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Maloney asked the Commission about attended the Annual Noxious Weed Conference in Great Bend on March 6-8 and 
asked about purchasing a radio for the red truck that he uses to do inspections from Western Communications for $455.00.  
The Commission agreed to allow Maloney to attend the conference and to purchase the radio. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he interviewed applicants for the Truck Driver position at Solid Waste.  Maloney 
recommended hiring Gary Shroyer for the position.  After discussion, it was determined that the Truck Driver position was 
not open.  Maloney had previously been the Mechanic/Welder for Solid Waste and that is the position that is open.  Maloney 
advised the Commission that one of his Truck Drivers wants to be promoted to the Mechanic/Welder position, so he had 
advertised for that Truck Driver’s position.  The Commission advised Maloney to post the Mechanic/Welder position to 
County employees before a decision is made. 
 
The Counselor gave the Commission a proposed certification form for dumping at the Transfer Station.  Jim Ferrante asked 
the Counselor to include a statement that the vehicle must have Linn County tags or the person would need to prove that they 
pay taxes in Linn County.  The Counselor will work on the certification form and bring it back to the Commission next week. 
 
At 9:47 AM the Commission opened bids for 3 dump trucks and 3 dump truck bodies.  Bids received for dump truck were:  
Merle Kelly Ford, Sterling Truck, $58,979.00; KC Freightliner Sales, Freightliner Truck, $60,586.75; Midway Ford, Sterling 
Truck, $61,172.00; and KCR Trucks, International Truck, $56,980.00.  Bids received for truck bodies were:  American 
Equipment Company, $32,126.00; Knapheide, $30,988.00; and Cranz, $30,150.00.  All bids listed are per truck or body.  The 
Commission asked the Road Foremen to review the bids and come back with recommendations next week. 
 
Larry Hall gave a presentation on Commission Agendas used by Dickinson County.  The Commission discussed using a 
format similar to Dickinson County so they would have more information about items on the upcoming agenda. 
 
At 10:14 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Road Foreman Dan Morris attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:24 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that he has not heard from anyone about vacating Maddox Road, south of 1900 
Road.  The public hearing for declaring that portion of Maddox Road a Minimum Maintenance Road is next Monday at 
10:00 AM. 
 
The Commission reviewed a proposed contract with Dan Harden, BG Consultants, Inc. for engineering services.  The 
Counselor also had 4 clauses that he recommends adding to the proposed contract.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve 
the contract, instruct the Counselor to work out the details with Harden, and to authorize the Chairman to sign the final 
agreement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  Jim Ferrante asked where the money would come from?  Larry Hall 
stated that he thought it should be paid from the Road & Bridge All District budget and that prior to using the services, the 
Commission would approve the services provided and the amount charged to the County.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
Marilyn Augur addressed the Commission concerning the bids on the La Cygne & Parker Senior Center Heat & A/C bids.  
Herb Pemberton recommended taking the low bid from Dave’s Heating & Air Conditioning in the amount of $8,200.00 for 
the La Cygne Senior Center.  Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to know more about the warranties from all bidders.  The 
Commission stated L & E Enterprises did not meet specs. on either bid.  Herb Pemberton suggested taking the Eastwood 
Heating & A/C bid for the Parker Senior Center in the amount of $6,775.00.  Larry Hall recommended taking the Dave’s 
Heating & Air Conditioning bid for the Parker Senior Center in the amount of $4,460.00.  After discussion, the Commission 
decided to research the brands of heat & A/C units and make a decision next week. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Linn County Affirmative Action Plan for 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bernard Streeter informed the Commission that the Fire Board can meet with the Commission on Sunday, Feb. 26th at 1:00 
PM in the Courthouse Annex.  Jim Ferrante moved to have a special meeting on Sunday, Feb. 26th at 1:00 PM to discuss the 
Standard Operating Guidelines with the Fire Board, no action will be taken at the special meeting. Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Streeter also asked the Commission to hire the following Firefighters: Craig Cox, Station 910; Matt Cochran, Station 910; 
Claude Warren, Station 910; and Eddie Haynes, Station 920.  Streeter also asked the Commission to waive the 3 month 
probation period for all of the Firefighters for the following reasons: Cox, has just returned from military leave; Cochran, 
previously on Station 910 and just moved back to Linn County; Warren, 30+ years experience with KCK Fire Dept.; and 
Haynes, 25 years experience with Station 920.  Jim Ferrante moved to hire the above listed Firefighters and to waive their 
probation period.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Streeter also asked the Commission about attending a 3 day Water Rescue class in Topeka.  Streeter would like to send 4 
Firefighters from Station 910, 4 from Station 950, and himself to the training.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve Streeter’s 
request.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites suggested having a burn by permit procedure until further notice.  Herb Pemberton moved to establish a burn 
by verbal permit procedure for controlled burns until further notice.  Anyone that wants to do a controlled burn would need to 
call Sheriff’s Office for permission.  The Sheriff’s Office would notify the County Fire Chief.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Jim Ferrante told the Sheriff that the Commission wanted reasons for overtime listed on the time sheets.  The Sheriff stated 
that it is listed on daily logs/time sheets.  The Sheriff explained the daily logs to the Commission.  The Sheriff also reported 
that the prisoner count for the last 15 days averaged 29.  Larry Hall asked the Sheriff for a weekly report on prisoner count.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-153, 154, & 155.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for January 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat reports for the 4th Quarter of 2005 and January 2006 with totals shown for the east 
and west sides of the County. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for January 2006. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $74,102.39; Employee Benefit, $57,429.08; 
Appraiser, $7,774.76; Rural Fire, $3,080.78; Road & Bridge, $30,225.15; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$8,768.88; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall and Herb Pemberton updated the audience on the progress at the jail.  Bids will be opened next week for more of 
the repairs at the jail. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the contracts with Douglass and Sons Heating and Air 
Conditioning for ductwork and ventilation fans at the jail.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Findings of Fence Viewers as presented by the Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:40 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee and then for 5 minutes to discuss a legal issue (attorney/client 
privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:50 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM to meet as fence viewers at the front gate to Lake Chaparral.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Commission reconvened as Fence Viewers at the front gate to Lake Chaparral for the Lake 
Chaparral/Brownback Fence View.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb 
Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; Gary Thompson, County Counselor; Darick Chapman, Deputy; Janet 
Jeffery, Deputy; George Kluge, representing Lake Chaparral; and Loyd Brownback. 
 
Counselor Gary Thompson explained what the Commission can do at a fence view.  If there is an existing fence, the 
Commission can determine if it is a legal fence.  The Commission can also determine who is responsible for building a fence 
and/or maintaining the fence.   
 
The Commission viewed the fence and asked both parties for comments.  Loyd Brownback stated that he built the fence.  
George Kluge stated that the Fire Dept. cut the old fence to get to a fire, and that the old fence could have been repaired.  
Brownback stated that there was no fire and that the old fence was not repairable.  The Counselor told both parties that if 
their attorneys had any comments, their attorneys could contact him. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, February 27th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 
 
 



February 26, 2006 
 

The Board of Linn County Commission met in a special session with the Linn County Rural Fire Board at 1:00 PM in the Commissioners’ 
Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice 
Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Fire Board members present were Mike Gillespie, Rob Maloney, David Lamb, Doug Barlet, John Morse, Scott Stainbrook, Rod Benson, 
Keith Bloomfield, and County Fire Chief Bernard Streeter. 
 
The Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting and reminded the Commission that the topics listed in the Notice of Special Meeting were the 
only topics that could be discussed. 
 
Following is a copy of the Notice of Special Meeting: 

 
Larry Hall presented an agenda for the meeting. 
 
Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie suggested going through the Standard Operating Guidelines one page at a time.  Mike Gillespie also 
said he has not reviewed the copy that was given out at Tuesday’s Commission meeting.   
 
Larry Hall stated that one Fireboard (Doug Barlet) member took his suggestions and rewrote the guidelines.  Larry Hall also stated that the 
main difference is how the Fireboard is populated.  Doug Barlet stated that most of the corrections were formatting, clerical errors, and 
comments from Larry Hall.  The Fireboard and Commission agreed to go through the rest of the SOG and come back to the issue of the 
structure of the Fireboard later.  Gary Thompson suggested going through the copy that Larry Hall marked up, not the new copy that Larry 
Hall and Doug Barlet made.  The Commission and Fireboard went through SOG page by page.  Gary Thompson stated that there were a few 
sections that he needed to rewrite for legal reasons.  After discussion, the Commission and Fireboard agreed that Bernard Streeter would 
rewrite the SOG with the corrections agreed on in today’s meeting. 
 
The Commission then listened to comments from Fireboard members, Fire Dept. member Robert Morse, and Shayna Lamb.  Robert Morse 
said he thought all Fire Dept. members should have input on the SOG and that he did not feel that he was being properly represented.  
Fireboard members responded that Morse has been heard by the Fireboard on numerous occasions.  Shayna Lamb commented that the 
Commission should listen to the input from the Fireboard.  Scott Stainbrook commented about the structure of the Fireboard and stated that 
all Fireboard members had a chance to give their input at the Fireboard meetings.  Mike Gillespie stated that he was not in favor of the 
Battalion Chief system, but when the Fireboard voted for it, he supported it.  David Lamb commented that one Fireboard member going to 
the Commission on his own does not promote teamwork.  Bernard Streeter commented that the Station Chiefs have serious responsibilities.  
Streeter also said that he is not a voting member of the Fireboard, but he does discuss ideas with Fireboard and asks for the Fireboard’s 
input.  Streeter also stated that Linn County’s Fire Dept. is better than any other Fire Dept. in the area.  Herb Pemberton commended the 
Fire Dept. for the work that they do.  Larry Hall stated that the whole Commission agrees with Pemberton that the Fire Dept. does a good 
job. 
 
At 3:45 PM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 3:55 PM the executive session ended.  At 3:57 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Larry 
Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 4:02 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, February 27th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
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February 27, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-156 through 159.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a burial permit requested by Kansas Land Reclamation located ¼ miles from 400 & Wattles Rd.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris presented the recommendation of the Road Foremen for purchasing dump trucks.  The Road Foremen recommend purchasing 
the International trucks from KCR International and truck bodies from Kranz.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the low bid from KCR 
International in the amount of $57,880.00 per truck for 3 trucks and the low bid from Kranz in the amount of $30,150.00 per truck body for 
3 truck bodies.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Glenn Smith addressed the Commission concerning the road and right of way next to his property on Leasure Rd.  Smith wants the County 
to have the property lines surveyed.  The Commission and Counselor informed Smith that the County has already had the property lines 
surveyed by the County Surveyor.  The Counselor informed Smith that if he has a dispute about the property line, that dispute is between 
him and Lake Chaparral and he would have to take legal action against Lake Chaparral.  The Counselor also informed Smith that if he gets a 
survey that contradicts our County survey, then he can go to the State Board of Technical Professions for a decision on which survey is 
correct. 
 
Noxious Weed Director John Maloney presented bids for chemicals.  The only bid received was from Matthes Farm & Field Supply, 
Centerville in the amounts of: $12.65/gal. for 2-4D, $86.95/gal. for Tordon 22K, $87.49/gal. for Remedy, $13.00/gal. for Glyphosate, 
$11.80/oz. for Out Rider, and $8.65/quart for Tordon RTU.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the bids as listed from Matthes Farm & Field 
Supply.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold addressed the Commission concerning Heritage Trust Fund Grants (80/20) that could be used for work on the Courthouse.  
The Commission would like to work on these grants, making a list of items that need to be fixed, and budget for the 20% matching funds for 
next year.  The Rural Business Cooperative Service also has grants available for small businesses that Arnold is working on. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney informed the Commission that only one application was received for the Mechanic/Welder position 
at the transfer station.  Larry Hall stated that he would like to have Maloney evaluate the need to fill the position.  Jim Ferrante and Herb 
Pemberton agreed that we should wait another week to make a decision. 
 
The Commission and Maloney reviewed the proposed notice/certification for dumping at the transfer station.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
adopt the dumping policy and certification form.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney also asked the Commission about hiring Dale Deer as a part time employee at the transfer station.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire 
Dale Deer as a part time employee at $9.00 per hour due to his experience at the transfer station.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:46 AM the Commission opened bids for repairs/painting at the jail.  Bids received for painting were:  Center States Painting, 
$13,995.00; Russell Wier, $17,500.00; Gary Pemberton, $17,300.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the low bid from Steve Hoover, 
Center States Painting for $13,995.00.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 3-0.  Bids received for the light fixtures/electrical work 
were:  Page Electrical Contracting, $4,985.00; Tinsley Electric, $6,559.32; Sandness Electric, Heating, & Cooling, $3,914.25.  The 
Chairman asked Herb Pemberton to review the bids and make a recommendation.  Bids received for the suspended ceiling were:  
Diversified Contracting, $8,900.00.  The old ceiling grids have already been removed so his bid needs to be adjusted.  Jim Ferrante 
informed the Commission that an electrical box in the jail needs to be replaced or repaired before the new air conditioners can be used. 
 
At 10:05 AM the Commission opened the Public Hearing for declaring part of Maddox Road a Minimum Maintenance Road.  Dave 
Woodrum asked what part of the road would be declared minimum maintenance?  Larry Robinson showed Woodrum the portion of the road 
on a map.  Woodrum stated that he would be in favor of the declaration.  Herb Pemberton moved to declare that portion of Maddox Road a 
Minimum Maintenance Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:15 AM the Commission took a 15 minute break.   
 
Ralph Garrison, Prescott County View Board Sec. & Treas. addressed the Commission concerning enlarging the boundaries of Hospital 
District #1.  They would like to include all of Linn County in Hospital District #1.  Herb Pemberton asked if they could levy a tax now on 
the current district?  They could levy a tax now, but they are not proposing a tax at the current time and have never levied in the past.  Gary 
Thompson stated that he believed Hospital District #1 was organized under Chapter 80.  As a Chapter 80 district, they would need to have a 
petition signed by 51% of the voters in the proposed new area in order to enlarge their district.  The Commission commended the Hospital 
District #1 Board for the great job they have done financially.   
 
Jim Ferrante distributed copies of a time sheet and payroll sheet from the Sheriff’s office.  The Clerk and Counselor noticed that the payroll 
sheet contained social security numbers, Ferrante stated that he didn’t realize that and collected the payroll sheets from the audience.  Jim 
Ferrante asked everyone to look at the time sheet to see if they could find the reasons listed for overtime.  No one in the audience stated that 
they understood the overtime reasons.  Jim Ferrante is going to ask the Sheriff for more detailed information on reasons for overtime in 
layman’s terms.  Gary Thompson will work on a written statement to the Sheriff concerning a more detailed explanation of overtime. 
 
Marilyn Augur gave the Commission her recommendation for the heating & air conditioning bids for the La Cygne & Parker Senior 
Centers.  Augur recommends accepting the Douglass & Sons bid in the amount of $9,400.00 for the La Cygne Sen. Center.  Jim Ferrante 
reported that American Standard air conditioners are rated #1 on Consumer Reports.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Douglass & Sons 
bid for the La Cygne Senior Center in the amount of $9,400.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Augur 
recommends rejecting all bids for the Parker Senior Center and rebidding.  Jim Ferrante moved to reject all bids for the Parker Senior 
Center.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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Augur also asked if USD 346 could use the Mound City and Prescott Senior Centers for Crisis Planning for 1 day.  The Commission agreed. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to accept the agreement with SEK-CAP concerning the use of the County owned 2003 Ford B3500 Van as a 
transportation van for Linn County residents.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dave Woodrum asked the Commission about the electrical bids at the jail and some work that needs to be done immediately.  Woodrum 
recommended Randy Tinsley for the emergency work.  The Commission asked Woodrum to get the hourly rate from Tinsley before they 
make a decision.   
 
The Commission signed the agreement with Dan Harden, BG Consultants, Inc. that were previously tentatively approved. 
 
Larry Hall presented an additional agreement with BI, Inc. concerning the monitoring equipment.  Herb Pemberton moved to sign 
Amendment #1 to the Monitoring Service Agreement with BI, Inc.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dave Woodrum gave the Commission the hourly rate for Randy Tinsley for electric work.  Tinsley charges $48.00 per hour for the 1st 
journeyman and $24.00 per hour for the 2nd journeyman plus materials at cost plus.  Larry Hall suggested putting a maximum amount of 
$1,000.00 on Tinsley’s work without additional approval by the Commission.  Larry Hall moved to allow Randy Tinsley to do the required 
electrical work at the listed rates up to $1,000.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Larry Hall informed 
Woodrum that instructions for work in the jail need to come from the Commission, not from Sheriff’s office. 
 
Larry Hall reported that last 2 air conditioning units have been installed at the jail.  Diversified Roofing is coming back to check the roof 
today and install screens on gutters.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the Mine Creek F.C.E. would like to use the Courthouse lawn again this year for the annual Easter 
Egg Hunt on April 15th.  The Commission agreed to allow Mine Creek F.C.E. to use the lawn for the Easter Egg Hunt. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that March 13th will be County Government Day. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $64,185.62; Employee Benefit, $48,944.65; Appraiser, 
$8,165.80; Rural Fire, $7,470.53; Road & Bridge, $48,908.07; 911 Telephone Tax, $820.80; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$7,395.04; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk reported that the Sheriff was unable to be here today, but wanted the Commission to know that he has hired Omar Crafton as a 
Deputy.  Crafton is transferring from the Bailiff position with District Court.  Crafton has 13 years law enforcement experience and was 
previously a Linn County Deputy.  Because of his experience, the Sheriff is asking to hire him at $12.52 per hour, the same amount as the 
lowest paid Deputies currently working for the Sheriff.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve paying Crafton $12.52 per hour.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that the current prisoner count is 21. 
 
Larry Hall presented a draft of a letter concerning issues that need to be addressed at the Jail/Sheriff’s Office before moving back into the 
building.  Larry Hall has also asked Marilyn Augur to work on a proposal for providing meals for prisoners.  The Commission will discuss 
these items again next week. 
 
Clerk informed Commission about problem with the fiber optic network line to the Annex.  A technician is coming today to look at the 
problem. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM to meet with CBIZ Benefits Consultants.  Jim Ferante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
Michelle Russo & Pat O’Byrne from CBIZ Benefits & Insurance Services of Kansas City gave a presentation on Employee Benefits 
Consulting.  CBIZ’s rates for the full benefit package is normally 2% to 3% of our benefit cost.  They would charge $2,500.00 for an audit 
of our current benefit program.  The Commission asked CBIZ to submit an engagement letter for doing the audit of our current benefit 
program. 
 
County Treasurer Carmen Self addressed the Commission concerning past due taxes and the procedures for collecting them. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to send a letter to the Sheriff concerning OT policies that states, “all overtime must be accompanied by an explanation 
of why it was necessary to work overtime.”  (Page 10 of employee handbook.)  The letter directs the Sheriff to present the following to the 
Commissioners: 1) A detailed written explanation of his department’s policy on when it is necessary to work overtime. 2) A written copy of 
a directive to the Sheriff’s employees explaining the policy to them and requiring them to keep and submit detailed records on their time 
sheet of their reasons for working overtime. 3) These reasons should be accompanied with the signature of the person authorizing the 
overtime indicating that it was approved on the date worked.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to install new cabinets in the kitchen area at the jail.  After discussion, the motion died for lack of a second.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, March 6th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
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March 6, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County 
Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and the Feb. 26th special meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to purchase a 60’ long 5’ plastic tube to be paid from special bridge for approximately $4,100.00.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson presented quotes for 300 steel sign posts.  Quotes received were:  National Sign Company, $2,550.00; Welborn, 
$3,030.00; and Barco, $2,637.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the low quote from National Sign Company for 300 posts in the 
amount of $2,550.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that he and Andy Mayhugh looked at the drainage issue in front of the jail at the request of 
the City of Mound City.  Some repairs need to be made.  The Commission stated that they want to see what happens when we get 
some rain. 
 
Larry Robinson also discussed hauling oversized loads on County roads.  Robinson has given information to the County Counselor to 
review. 
 
Jerry Bedgood asked to hire Jeremy Bray for the maintenance position.  Bedgood would like to start him this week as a temporary 
employee until his physical results are in.  Jim Ferrante moved to hire Jeremy Bray as a temporary maintenance worker @ $9.25 per 
hour.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Maloney asked for permission to advertise for a temporary employee for the Noxious Weed Department to start April 1st @ 
$7.50 per hour.  Larry Hall moved to allow John Maloney to advertise for a temporary Noxious Weed employee @ $7.50 per hour.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites addressed the Commission and presented a letter concerning the Social Security Numbers that were given out at last 
week’s meeting.  The Sheriff would like a response from the Commission within 7 days. 
 
Larry Hall asked the Sheriff about the prisoner count.  The Sheriff said today’s count is 27.  Jim Ferrante stated that the Commission 
has asked to have a written record of daily prisoner count.  The Sheriff stated that it is a public record, they can call any day and ask 
for it.  Larry Hall stated that the public pays for prisoner housing and public should know what is going on.  The Sheriff said he only 
started giving the Commission the prisoner count because he was over budget last year, and feels he has fulfilled his statutory 
requirement by doing that.  After discussion, the Sheriff stated that he would provide prisoner counts. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve 2 permits to bury telephone cable requested by Sprint located on Lee Rd. and on 1600 Rd.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-160, and 162 through 165.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage License renewal for Timothy Schreckler, dba Linn County Speedway, Inc.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for February 2006. 
 
Commission agreed to hold a fence view for Kinder/Hale at 1:30 PM on March 27th.   
 
Jim Ferrante informed the Commission that he has taken pictures of another site where trash is being dumped.  Jim Ferrante stated that 
he wants the County to start enforcing the nuisance/trash dumping laws.   
 
The Commission discussed the temporary notes for the Centerville Sewer District #1 project.  Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution 
#2006-06 and to authorize the Chairman to sign all documents supporting the Resolution and Temporary Notes.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of the Title and Signature pages of Resolution #2006-06.  A 
complete copy of Resolution #2006-06 (25 pages) is available in the County Clerk’s office. 

 
Andy Mayhugh presented Rezoning Case #Z1105184 (Lee/Wade).  Herb Pemberton commented about wastewater concerns.  Andy 
Mayhugh stated that it will probably be 3 years before this business goes in.  Mayhugh also stated that the Planning Commission 
recommended approving the rezoning (5-2) based on the following findings:  1) Application conforms to the Comp. Plan; 2) Property 



is suitable for retail development; 3) Conforms to the proposed future character of the neighborhood; and 4) Development of retail and 
commercial uses at this location is a public benefit.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission and adopt Resolution #2006-08.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of 
Resolution #2006-08: 

 
Mayhugh also presented renewal CUP #1105310 (Snow Hill Rock).  The Planning Commission recommends approving the CUP (6-0) 
with the following findings: 1) This is a renewal of past practices, they have already been in operation for years; 2) This operation is 
suitable in this location; 3) There are no houses to be disturbed in general vicinity; and 4) This use has access to a suitable public road; 
and the following conditions: 1) Permit shall be valid for a period of ten years; 2) No explosives to be used or stored on the property.  
Jim Ferrante moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #1105310 and Resolution #2006-
07.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #2006-07: 

 
At 10:15 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a break until 10:30 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:30 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:40 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:40 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, John Byington, Larry Robinson, and Dan Morris attended this portion of the 
executive session. 
 
At 10:55 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract with Center States Painting for painting the interior of the jail.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the progress on the construction at the jail.  Herb Pemberton recommends hiring Diversified 
Contracting/Page Electrical Contracting for the lighting and ceiling at the jail.  Larry Hall moved to award the bids for the ceiling 
gridwork in the amount of $8,900.00 and lighting in the amount of $4,985.00 to Diversified Contracting/Page Electrical Contracting.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall suggested removing the vending machines from the lobby at the jail.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the contract with the Allen County Law Enforcement Center for 
housing prisoners for 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 



Jim Ferrante moved to hire Midwest Diversified Roofing for yearly maintenance on the jail roof at a rate of $300.00 per year for 10 
years plus $65.00 per man hour to repair third-party damage to the roof.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0. 
 
Bernard Streeter discussed the Fire Department Standard Operating Guidelines with the Commission and presented a copy with the 
corrections made after the Sunday, Feb. 26th meeting.  Streeter will present it to the Fire Board this Thursday. 
 
Streeter also informed the Commission that on March 1, 2006, the tanker (924) from Station 920 caught on fire on the way back from 
a call.  Streeter has talked to the County’s insurance carrier (KCAMP).  Streeter asked Commission if they want to investigate the 
cause of the fire if KCAMP doesn’t.  Streeter is concerned because the County has another tanker like that one that burned.  The 
Commission agreed that they would like to know what happened. 
 
Larry Hall also brought up restructuring the Fire Board.  The Counselor suggested waiting until next week after he has done some 
research. 
 
Jim Ferrante read a proposed resolution concerning reimbursement for inmate medical care.  Ferrante would like action next week.  
The Counselor is reviewing the proposed resolution. 
 
Jim Ferrante also presented a proposed resolution for inmate room & board, telephone usage, etc. and one for more line items in 
certain budgets.  Ferrante would like action on all the proposed resolutions next week. 
 
Larry Hall presented a letter he wants the Commission to send to the Sheriff concerning the maintenance of jail, tethering of prisoners, 
medical/dental cost recovery, room & board cost recovery, destruction of property cost recovery, and meal delivery by Nutrition Dept.    
 
Larry Hall read an email from a Pleasanton resident concerning possible drug related activity at a residence in Pleasanton.  Herb 
Pemberton and Jim Ferrante told Larry Hall that we might not want to discuss this in public.  Sheriff’s Deputy Darick Chapman told 
Larry Hall that any investigation that may have been going on was just jeopardized by his comments.  Linn Valley Police Chief Jack 
Harris added that the public doesn’t need to know when an investigation is going on, stating that he doesn’t even know if DEA is 
investigating anyone in Linn Valley. 
 
Clerk informed Commission that Midwest Diversified has made a proposal for the roof on the District Court building.  No action 
taken. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement with Douglass and Sons Heating and Air Conditioning for 
the Heat Pump and Duct Work in the La Cygne Senior Center.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a letter to the City of La Cygne concerning the City of La Cygne joining the Rural Fire Dist.  The 
Commission agreed with statements made by Gary Thompson in letter. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented a memo to Cities concerning out of County trash.  Jim Ferrante moved to send the memo to the Cities.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Clerk will send memo to the Cities. 
 
At 11:58 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 30 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:18 PM the Clerk left the executive session. 
 
At 12:28 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:29 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:34 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, March 13th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 
 
 



March 13, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
The Commission added the following to last week’s minutes, “After discussion, the Sheriff stated that he would provide 
prisoner counts.”  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton gave an update on progress at the jail.  Pemberton stated that we need to water blast the walls.  Also, we are 
putting in fire walls.  The Commission discussed various issues at the jail.  Larry Hall stated that one of the new A/C units 
has an oil leak.  Douglass & Sons will replace the unit, under warranty, at no cost to the County.  Jim Ferrante asked Herb 
Pemberton when the jail project might be done?  The Commission estimated 3 to 6 weeks. 
 
Dennis Arnold informed Commission that he will be going to a meeting in Burlington on Thursday. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he does need to hire another truck driver.  Maloney recommends hiring Gary 
Shroyer.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire Gary Shroyer as a Solid Waste Truck Driver @ $9.51 per hour.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Shroyer will take a pre-employment physical/drug test and will be on standard 
6 month probation. 
 
Maloney also discussed moving the compactor outside.  The Commission asked Maloney to bring in a scale drawing of plans 
for new compactor location.  The Commission also asked Maloney to get sealed bids for a new compactor. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a telephone cable burial permit requested by Craw-Kan at 1000 & Vernon Rd.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:25 AM the Commission moved to the old courtroom in the Courthouse to greet the Government Day students. 
 
At 9:50 AM the Commission returned to the Commission room. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for February 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for February 2006. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to accept the annual report from Centerville Township.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson presented an agreement with KDOT for RR crossing signals at 1350 & Thomas Rd.  Robinson also presented 
a proposed partnership project with KCPL for rehab of 2200 Rd. across the Power Plant Dam.  The Commission suggested 
reviewing the KCPL dam project with Dan Harden, BG Consultants.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the KDOT RR 
crossing agreement and to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Robinson informed the Commission that he has consulted with Dan Harden concerning the Pleasanton bypass.  Harden 
recommends the Commission putting KDOT on notice concerning the road surface for the bypass.  The Commission advised 
Robinson to draft a letter to KDOT with the suggestions that Harden recommends. 
 
Robinson also informed the Commission that KDOT & Koss Construction have designated Valley Rd. south of 2200 Rd. as a 
haul road. 
 
Doug Barlet, Fire Board Member addressed the Commission concerning changes/corrections that the Fire Board suggests 
making to the SOG.  Barlet stated that if the Commission agrees to the changes/corrections, the Fire Board is prepared to give 
the Commission a completed copy of the SOG.  Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie presented a letter to the Commission 
from the Fire Board concerning the proposed restructuring of the Fire Board.  Gillespie’s letter was approved by a majority of 



the Fire Board and does not support restructuring the Fire Board.  Jim Ferrante stated that he believes we need diversity on 
the Fire Board, and he is not in favor of having only Station Chiefs as Fire Board members.  Herb Pemberton stated that 
Bernard Streeter already takes instruction from the Commission.  David Lamb stated that the difference would be also taking 
instruction from the Fire Board.  Larry Hall stated that he wants a system that meets the needs of the County.  Gary 
Thompson asked what authority the Fire Board would be given.  Bernard Streeter stated that he will work with whatever Fire 
Board is in place.  Streeter asked where the current Fire Board has fallen short of providing for County residents?  Streeter 
also addressed the perception of the existing Fire Board, stating that the current Fire Board is a very diverse group, with 
different training & work backgrounds, and has always had the good of the County in mind.  Streeter asked the Commission 
to give the current Fire Board some instruction, and give them some time to work things out.  Herb Pemberton stated that he 
doesn’t want to make a hasty decision, he likes the way the Fire Board is structured now.  Mike Gillespie stated that last 
Friday’s meeting went very well and that 2 meetings that were attended by Commissioners were heated meetings, possibly 
giving the Commission the wrong impression of the Fire Board.  Gillespie asked the Commission to give the current Fire 
Board some time.  Doug Barlet asked the Commission to consider restructuring the Fire Board, he thinks it is a conflict of 
interest to have Station Chiefs as Fire Board members.  Gary Thompson suggested leaving the Fire Board as an advisory 
board but adding additional members from the public.  John Morse asked what the Commission means by a broader base?  
Larry Hall said adding public members that are not on the Fire Dept.  Jim Ferrante moved to instruct the Counselor draft a 
resolution to restructure the Fire Board consistent with document that had been prepared.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Bernard Streeter discussed the revised plans for Fire Station 950.  Gary Thompson asked if we were rebidding the entire 
project or just submitting a cost for the changes?  The Commission agreed to have the low bidder submit a cost for the 
changes next week.   
 
Rick Porter, Lake Region R.C. & D. Coordinator presented a review of the 2005 Annual Report, 2006 Work Plan, and 
various informational flyers.  Larry Hall asked about the Forestry Initiative.  Rick Porter stated that it includes all of the 
Marais des Cygne basin. 
 
John Byington presented quotes for road oil for 2006.  The price has increased approx. $0.32 per gallon, which would be an 
increase of $72,500.00.  Byington also discussed the 50/50 Cost Share Program.  Commission agreed to continue the program 
this year.  Application deadline will be April 5th.   
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Request for Disbursement of Funds for February expenses for the Centerville Sewer District 
project in the amount of $93,689.12 and to authorize Jim Ferrante to sign the request.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the Temporary Note documents for the Centerville Sewer District 
(Linn County Sewer District #1).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #2006-09 for reimbursement for medical care & treatment costs of County Inmates.  
Herb Pemberton asked Gary Thompson about the legal aspects of collecting the payments?  Gary Thompson stated that the 
Commission could instruct him to proceed in court.  The Clerk asked about paragraph stating “If any Sheriff or Jailer 
neglects or refuses to perform the services and duties required by the provisions of this act, the Sheriff or Jailer shall be 
subject to the same penalties, forfeitures and actions as if the prisoners had been committed under the authority of this State.”  
The Clerk was concerned that this might require the Sheriff or Jailer to be responsible for bills that were not paid.  Larry Hall 
stated that we can bill 3 times and then turn the bill over to the State.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  Sheriff Stites asked to 
add that the Sheriff or Jailer be held harmless if they have attempted to collect the fees.  After discussion the motion was 
withdrawn until changes can be made and will be resubmitted later in the meeting. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #2006-10, adding Line Items to several budgets.  The Clerk stated that this would 
just create more work for the Sheriff & Clerk.  After lengthy discussion with Sheriff, Clerk, Commission, and audience, the 
motion died for lack of a second and Larry Hall suggested keeping this issue open for another week.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 



Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #2006-09.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb 
Pemberton voted no and did not sign the Resolution.  Following is a copy of Resolution #2006-09: 

 
The Commission discussed a proposed contract with CBIZ.  The Counselor will contact CBIZ to discuss changes to the 
contract and the Commission will discuss it again next week. 
 
Larry Hall talked about approving payroll vouchers.  He would like to spend more time discussing OT before approving 
payroll.  Commission agreed to use the 1st ½ hour of each meeting with bills to approve to discuss the bills. 
 
At 1:25 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 1:40 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 1:41 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 1:56 PM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, the Counselor has prepared a report on the 
issue of the social security numbers that were released at a Commission meeting.  Herb Pemberton moved to adopt the 
findings and sign the cover letter.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites presented a draft report from the National Institute of Corrections concerning the physical plant assessment of 
the Linn County Adult Detention Center.  The reports makes several suggestions of work that needs to be completed and 
changes that need to be made. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Richard Hale cannot attend the fence view on Monday, March 27th.  Hale would 
like to reschedule the fence view to Thursday, March 30th.  The Counselor will give the Clerk a list of dates he is available 
and the Clerk will contact both parties and try to reschedule the fence view. 
 
Larry Robinson presented the letter to KDOT that the Commission asked him to draft.  Commission made a suggestion that 
Larry Robinson will change in the letter. 
 



Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $253,486.79; Appraiser, $3,383.23; Rural Fire, 
$17,04.07; Road & Bridge, $31,208.75; Special VIN, $408.00; Law Enforcement Trust, $103.60; 911 Telephone Tax, 
$2,014.64; Spl. Fire Equip. Replacement, $3,050.00; ROD Technology, $54.75; Hospital Board, $3,431.93; Elderly, 
$10,544.57; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $639.90.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, March 20th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 



March 20, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
One change was made to last week’s minutes.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as 
amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $65,605.08; Employee Benefit, $43,016.92; 
Appraiser, $8,281.26; Rural Fire, $2,169.63; Road & Bridge, $30,239.85; 911 Telephone Tax, $819.24; Crime Victim 
Assistance, $786.23; Elderly, $8,916.81; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Wednesday-25, Thursday-25, Friday-27, Saturday-31, 
Sunday-27, and Monday-27. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-166 through 169.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission copies of new policies for his office concerning open records and use of 
equipment/records/office space.  The Clerk also informed the Commission that his office is working on changing to 
employee numbers instead of social security numbers for payroll records. 
 
The Clerk then gave the Commission a letter from the City of La Cygne concerning joining the Rural Fire District.  La Cygne 
had previously voted to join the Rural Fire District but has now rescinded that offer due in part to the restructuring of the 
Rural Fire Board.   
 
Marilyn Augur asked the Commission to hire Tara Murray as a Substitute Site Manager at Prescott at $6.98 per hour as of 
3/15/06.  Larry Hall moved to hire Tara Murray as a Substitute Site Manager for the Prescott Senior Center @ $6.98 per hour 
effective March 15, 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Byington asked for permission to provide uniforms for the shop mechanics.  It would cost approximately $7.00 per 
week per employee.  Herb Pemberton moved to pay for rental uniforms for the 3 shop mechanics for approximately $7.00 per 
week.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris asked for permission to go out for bids for box culverts, probably 2 for each district.  Commission agreed to go 
out for bids.   
 
Larry Robinson presented agreements for 2 RR crossing signals, one on Thomas Road and one on Radcliff Road.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to approve the agreements and to authorize the Chairman to sign the agreements.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Larry Robinson also addressed the Commission concerning dust control for roads.  Calcium Chloride cost has increased 
dramatically.  Magnesium Chloride is another (cheaper) option, but people have not been as happy with it.  Robinson asked if 
the Commission wants to continue with the program.  The Commission does want to continue the program.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he has several sample forms for employee evaluations.  The Clerk will make copies 
of the sample forms for the Commission to review. 
 
Herb Pemberton presented a report from Page Electrical Contracting concerning the electric service at the jail.  Page 
recommends upgrading the electrical system at the jail.   
 
Gary Thompson reported that he has talked to Mr. Gilmore about the proposed FBO at the airport.  Gilmore is open to 
discussion on the issue.  The Commission would like to have Gary Thompson investigate the proposal further.  Gary 
Thompson asked if the Commission wants to limit the discussion to the person that brought this up, or open it up to other 



interested parties.  The Commission stated that they would like to look at all options. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a draft resolution concerning the restructuring of the Fire Board.  Commission suggested changing 
one section and reviewing it for approval at 11:00 AM.   
 
At 10:05 AM the Commission opened bids for scrap metal.  Bids received were: 3D Recycling - $8,779.00 and Wes’ 
Recycling, Inc. - $9,155.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the bid from Wes’ Recycling Inc. in the amount of $9,155.00.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:08 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:30 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
At 10:30 AM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
Mitch Walker, Vanguard Offender Management gave a presentation on electronic monitoring of prisoners.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve Resolution #06-12 to restructure the Fire Board.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no and did not sign the resolution.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-12: 

 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that he is waiting on contract revisions from CBIZ. 
 
Gary Thompson read proposed Resolution #06-11 concerning prisoner room & board and reimbursement of certain other 
costs.  Larry Hall asked if we need to add that we will bill the inmates 3 times.  Gary Thompson stated that he will add that to 
the resolution. 
 
Gary Thompson read proposed Resolution #06-10 adding line items to General Fund budgets.  Jim Ferrante moved to adopt 
Resolution #06-10.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no and did not sign the 
resolution.  The departments will be expected to report using this format for remainder of year, and include the line items in 
their budgets next year.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-10: 



 
At 11:29 AM the Commission opened the bid for additions to the Fire Station contract.  The bid received was from the 
original low bidder, Foote Construction in the amount of $4,740.00.  This makes the total bid from Foote $54,525.00.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to approve the additional bid from Foote Construction in the amount of $4,740.00 and to approve the total 
bid from Foote Construction in the amount of $54,525.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante reported that he had toured County Buildings in Mound City, looking at work that needs to be done.  The 
Commission toured the buildings and reviewed the report.  The work in the District Court building has been completed.  
Most of the work in the County Attorney building has been completed and Jerry Bedgood is getting bids for the remaining 
work.  Jerry Bedgood has completed 3 of the items in the Annex and will get bids for carpet cleaning.  Several of the items in 
the Courthouse have been completed.  Jerry Bedgood is working on the windowsill repairs and is planning on painting 
several areas.  Bedgood will get bids for the concrete steps repairs and window replacement in the attic.  Bedgood will also 
give recommendations for the steps inside the front door, steps to the old courtroom, and will monitor the stairwell movement 
upstairs. 
 
At 12:15 PM Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:00 PM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
Sheriff Stites gave the Commission the final report on the Physical Plant Assessment of the Linn County Jail from John A. 
Alese, Correctional Consultant with the National Institute of Corrections Jail Center.  The Commission and Sheriff discussed 
the report.  Larry Hall asked the Counselor to review the report and give recommendations.  Larry Hall presented a letter 
from the Commission asking for a review of Sheriff’s policies to enact the policies that have been approved by the 
Commission.  Sheriff Stites informed the Commission that he is responsible to the voters, not the Commission.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to send the letter to the Sheriff.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  Larry Hall asked the Sheriff when he could review 
the policies.  The Sheriff stated that he does not have a time schedule for review at the present time.  The motion passed 2-1.  
Herb Pemberton voted no and did not sign the letter.  Larry Hall asked Herb Pemberton why he voted no.  Herb Pemberton 
stated that we need to get along, quit making resolutions regarding the Sheriff.  Gary Thompson stated that it his opinion that 
the Commission is responsible for maintenance of the buildings, but not for the Standard Operating Procedures of the 
Sheriff’s office.  Thompson also stated that the maintenance schedule would be a public record and anyone could request a 
copy of it.   
 
The Commission and Sheriff discussed overtime rules for the Deputies.  The Clerk stated that currently the County pays 



overtime to Deputies for over 160 hours per 28 day period, Fair Labor Standards only require overtime for over 171 hours per 
28 day period.  Gary Thompson stated that the County can have it’s own rules as long as we don’t go over 171 hours per 28 
day period.  The Commission and Sheriff discussed the overtime reasons listed on the payroll sheets.  The Commission 
would like to have the reasons written legibly and would like to have a list of 10 Codes.  Sheriff said he would supply the 10 
Code list and make sure the explanations are legible. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-11 concerning collecting for prisoner housing, telephone calls, and damage to 
County property.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-11: 

 
Larry Hall asked the Commission to submit names for the new Fire Board next Monday. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, March 27th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 
 



March 27, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he wants the maintenance list for County buildings added to last week’s minutes.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to development a maintenance punch list and to have Jerry Bedgood come in every 2 weeks to 
review the maintenance punch list with the Commission.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  Road & Bridge, $4,078.47.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the Kinder/Hale fence view has been rescheduled to Thursday, March 30th at 1:30 
PM. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Wednesday-25, Thursday-26, Friday-25, Saturday-27, 
Sunday-27, and Monday-25.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-170.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve paying 3 invoices from Douglass & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning totaling $17,990.00 for 
work completed at the jail.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve permit to bury water line requested by Anderson County RWD located at 3rd & Elm in 
Centerville.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold informed the Commission of upcoming travel.  Arnold also informed the Commission that KC Metal is going 
to put in a business at the Pleasanton Industrial Park.  They will employ 4 or 5 people.  No incentives were given by the 
County or State. 
 
Arnold also informed the Commission that we have been approved for a Philanthropic Entrepreneur Recruitment Cooperative 
grant from the Dept. of Commerce.  It is a 50/50 grant totaling $30,000.00 total for 3 Counties.  Linn County’s contribution 
will be $5,000.00. 
 
Joe Maloney asked to move Al Doan to the Mechanic/Welder position in the Solid Waste Dept.  It would increase him from 
Range 4 to Range 6.  Larry Hall moved to transfer Al Doan to the Mechanic/Welder position, Range 6, Step E, $11.39 per 
hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney is planning on applying for a PPE grant for boots, etc. 
 
The new truck for Solid Waste should be here next month, but the low bidder for installing the roll-off frame has 75 trucks 
lined up and it could be quite a while before he could get to our truck.  The Commission asked Maloney to find out when our 
truck will come in and report next week. 
 
John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to hire Rex Hines as a temporary employee for 5 months.  He had 4 
applications and interviewed last Friday.  Larry Hall stated that he had talked to Larry Robinson about using the Sign Dept. 
employee instead of hiring a temporary employee.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire Rex Hines as a temporary Weed Dept. 
employee for 5 months @ $7.50 per hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission 
stated they would like to look at using a current County employee next year when budgeting. 
 
Commission and Clerk agreed to use the employee evaluation form suggested by Larry Hall. 
 



Bernard Streeter gave the Commission an update on the Foreign Animal Disease Program.  Streeter asked the Commission 
for permission to go to a meeting in Parsons tomorrow concerning Foreign Animal Disease.  The Commission agreed.  
Streeter also informed the Commission that he has submitted the SOG to Tetra Tech.  Streeter stated that everything is 
moving along on schedule. 
 
Streeter also asked for permission to pick up the new Rangers today.  He has trailers lined up to use.  The Commission agreed 
to let Streeter go to Olathe to pick up the Rangers. 
 
Jim Ferrante asked Streeter for an update on the tanker that burned.  KCAMP has offered $13,500.00 and we would keep the 
truck.  KCAMP also informed Streeter that we need to depreciate the values on all our equipment.  Commission asked Clerk 
to have KCAMP come to a Commission meeting to explain our coverage.  The Clerk will talk to KCAMP.   
 
Herb Pemberton asked why we didn’t accept other bids for the changes on constructing the new Fire Station?  The minutes 
from 3/13/06 stated, “Gary Thompson asked if we were rebidding the entire project or just submitting a cost for the changes?  
The Commission agreed to have the low bidder submit a cost for the changes next week.”  No action was taken was taken at 
the 3/13/06 meeting.  After discussion, Jim Ferrante moved to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement with Foote 
Construction for constructing the Station 950 Fire Building.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:59 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to non-elected personnel.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session.  
 
At 10:14 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:14 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:24 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Larry Hall announced the reasons for 
restructuring the Fire Board and asked the Counselor to announce the appointments.  The appointments are: Dist. #1 – Scott 
Stainbrook, 1 year; Eddie Andersen, 2 years; Dist. #2 – Larry Chapman, 2 years; Doug Barlet, 3 years; Dist. #3 – Leroy 
McConico, 1 year; Mike Gillespie, 2 years; and At Large – John Morse, 3 years.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the 
appointments as listed above.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  After the initial appointment term 
expires, all terms will be for 3 years. 
 
Les Morse addressed the Commission concerning the Fire Board and presented a letter written by Mike Gillespie and asked 
that the newspapers print the letter as a letter to the editor.  Morse stated that Commission stated that they would have a 
meeting later to determine the status/restructuring of Fire Board, but did not do that, went ahead with changes without 
consulting the current Fire Board.  Morse read the letter that Gillespie wrote.  Larry Hall stated that no one disagrees with the 
items in the letter.  The new Fire Board is designed to give the Fire Board more power to do their job and to continue to make 
improvements for the Fire Dept.  Morse stated that his main complaint is that the Commission didn’t discuss it with the old 
Fire Board and it takes away the right to vote on the Fire Board members by the firefighters.  Herb Pemberton stated that he 
has always supported the Fire Dept. and that as citizens of the County, we don’t appreciate the Fire Dept. enough.  Robert 
Maloney asked why Doug Barlet was appointed when he stated that being a Station Chief and a Fire Board member was a 
conflict of interest?  Larry Hall stated that was Doug’s opinion, not the Commission’s and Maloney’s point is well taken.  
Bernard Streeter stated that in future appointment, he thinks it should be people that pay rural fire tax. 
 
Dan Harden, BG Consultants presented proposals for the Commission to consider on road projects.  Harden and the 
Commission discussed developing a Capital Planning budget.  Harden then discussed the La Cygne Lake dam road project, 
and the 1700 Road project.  Harden suggests pursuing the 1700 Road Project as a local project without using Federal funds, 8 
inch base with chip & seal.  Larry Robinson suggested using a 10 inch base with chip & seal, so it could be overlaid later if 
funds were available.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by John Schleicher located at Old 69 Highway and 
Ullery Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Don George addressed the Commission concerning public recreation at the new PWWSD #13 lake.  George asked if the 



Commission is still interested in being a recreational sponsor at the new lake and informed the Commission that he has a 
$40,000.00 80/20 grant available, mainly for developing access to the lake.  Herb Pemberton asked when the lake could be 
open for fishing?  Don George said it would probably be 2009.  Larry Hall asked the PWWSD #13 Board Members if they 
were interested in public recreational use?  They are, but would want it designated no wake and also no use near the 
dam/intake area.  The Commission asked Andy Mayhugh to work out details with Jayson McMasters and Don George and 
present it to the Commission by April 17th.   
 
At 11:46 AM the Commission took a 5 minute break. 
 
Phil Tearney, Continental Coal Co. addressed the Commission concerning the recent agreement on the Cunningham v. Linn 
County case.  Tearney asked the Commission to allow his legal counsel to address the Commission.  Legal Council Chris 
Kirley gave the Commission Continental Coal Co.’s position on the matter.  Phil Tearney presented a letter to the 
Commission with a list of demands.  The County Counselor will review the demands and prepare a written response.   
 
The Counselor presented the contract with CBIZ.  Jim Ferrante moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the CBIZ contract.  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
The Counselor also presented a contract with Wes’ Recycling for scrap metal.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the 
Chairman to sign the agreement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Counselor also presented an agreement with Neosho Co. for housing prisoners.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the 
agreement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 12:30 PM the Commission opened bids for the floor at the jail.  Bids received were: CarpetMan Floor Covering, La 
Cygne, $10,298.14; and Floors & More Outlet, Inc., Nevada, $9,637.49.  CarpetMan’s bid included tax of $307.50.  The 
Clerk will contact CarpetMan for clarification of his bid. 
 
At 12:42 PM Herb Pemberton moved from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss 
legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:47 PM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Herb Pemberton moved to expand the scope 
of the current electrical contractor to include adding new service to the building for $13,480.00 as an emergency field order.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 1:30 PM Thursday, March 30th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                                                                  
 
 
 
 
 

  



March 30, 2006 
 

The Board of Linn County Commission met in a special session as Fence Viewers at 1:30 PM at 1350 & Andrews Road.  
Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County 
Clerk; Janet Jeffery, Deputy; Jess Kinder; Richard Hale; and Larry Kinder. 
 
The Clerk stated that this was a Special Meeting reminded the Commission that the Fence View was the only topic that could 
be discussed. 
 
Following is a copy of the Notice of Special Meeting: 

 
The Clerk explained what the Commission can do at a fence view.  If there is an existing fence, the Commission can 
determine if it is a legal fence.  The Commission can also determine who is responsible for building a fence and/or 
maintaining the fence.   
 
Richard Hale stated that until a boundary is determined, he is not interested in building a new fence.  Herb Pemberton stated 
that if a new fence is going to be built, it should be surveyed first.  The Commission stated that they cannot determine the 
boundary line. 
 
The Commission viewed the fence and asked both parties for comments.  Approximately the middle 1/3 of the existing fence 
curves north around a creek.  Most of the fence is 4 wires.  The wires are loose, old, and rusty.  The fence posts are a 
combination of steel posts, trees, and hedge posts.  Richard Hale stated that he would like to have the property line surveyed.  
Jess Kinder stated that he believes most of the fence is in the correct place, except where it curves around the creek.  The 
Commission stated that they will give their findings within a couple of weeks. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, April 3rd.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                                    



April 3, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Two additions were made to last week’s minutes.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting 
and the March 30th special meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $80,351.64; Employee Benefit, $43,339.82; 
Appraiser, $8,263.56; Rural Fire, $11,134.68; Road & Bridge, $30,353.82; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$9,304.97; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Harry Wisdom reported that he has a maintainer that had to have the governor repaired. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he wants to adjust the wages for the 3 Road District Mechanics next week. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to allow John Byington to purchase a Hydraulic Truck Conveyor from Van Keppel for $7,094.00.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris informed the Commission that he is taking a truck to Kenworth, Olathe to fix the electronic fuel injector. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at 500 Road & Scott Road.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow John Black to get a tractor repaired at John Deere for approximately $2,500.00.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that the new truck for Solid Waste should be delivered this week.   
 
Steve Riley addressed the Commission concerning large rocks on 1700 Road.  The Commission stated that they will take a 
look at the roads.   
 
County Treasurer Carmen Self and the Commission discussed collection of personal property tax.  Self gave the Commission 
a month by month list of the Tax Collection Procedure for the Treasurer’s Office.  The Commission asked the Clerk to 
contact the Sheriff & County Attorney to come to next week’s meeting to discuss their roles in collecting personal property 
tax.   
 
Andy Mayhugh presented the March bills for the Sewer District #1 project.  Herb Pemberton moved to pay the March bills in 
the amount of $37,093.06.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall stated that we need to add sections for old & new business in the agenda after the department heads section.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Bruce Holt is ready to hire his temporary employees at the Park.  Holt wants to hire 
Calvin Brown & Patsy Rhynerson for approximately 15 hours per pay period @ $6.70 per hour starting 4/7/06.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to hire Brown & Rhynerson as Temporary Park employees @ $6.70 per hour for approximately 15 hours 
per pay period starting 4/7/06.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Tuesday-27, Wednesday-24, Thursday-23, Friday-23, 
Saturday-24, Sunday-21, and Monday-21. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-171.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he had received an email from the Trego County Clerk that Trego County 
Commissioner Toby Lynd was killed in a school bus accident last Thursday.  The funeral will be tomorrow at 10:00 AM in 



Wakeeney. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that the County had several buildings and vehicles damaged by the hail storm last 
week.  The insurance adjuster will be here tomorrow to inspect the damage. 
 
The Clerk explained the bids for the floor at the jail.  CarpetMan Floor Coverings’ total bid is $9,990.64.  The reason they 
had two pages with labor on one page and materials on the other is because they would like to be paid for materials up front 
and labor when the job is completed.  The amount shown for sales tax in the original bid will be deducted since the County is 
tax exempt.  Floors & More Outlet, Inc.’s total bid is $9,637.49.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the bid from CarpetMan Floor 
Coverings in the amount of $9,990.64 because CarpetMan is a Linn County business.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:02 AM the Commission opened bids for box culverts.  The only bid received was from Foote Construction Co. in the 
amounts of $236.00 per Cu. Yd. for Class A Concrete, $.32 per Lb. for County Furnished Reinforcing Steel, $23.00 per Cu. 
Yd. for Class I Excavation (above water), and $28.00 per Cu. Yd. for Class III Excavation (below water).  Herb Pemberton 
moved to accept the bid from Foote Construction Co.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante read an article concerning medical bills on inmates in Missouri.   
 
Herb Pemberton asked Gary Thompson to interpret the statute on collecting Room & Board from prisoners.  Thompson 
stated that Child Support, bills for a prisoner’s family, etc. must be paid before the County collects any money for Room & 
Board. 
 
At 10:14 AM the Commission took a break until 10:30 AM.   
 
Bill Haddan addressed the Commission concerning the FBO at Gilmore Airport.  Haddan has talked to Mr. Gilmore about his 
suggestions.  The Commission stated that Haddan would need to check with Andy Mayhugh about zoning & CUP issues.  
Dan Anderson also addressed the Commission concerning the condition of the runway and lack of tie down and turn around 
areas.  Anderson also stated that grants are available for airports.  The current lease is for a 40’ wide strip for the runway.  
Anderson stated that they would need a 120’ by 120’ area for tie down and turn around.  The Commission asked Gary 
Thompson to contact Mr. Gilmore about a leasing a 75’ strip plus a 120’ by 120’ area for tie down and turn around. 
 
Dan Purinton asked the Commission about bids for pest control.  Jim Ferrante moved to advertise for pest control bids.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:57 AM the Clerk swore in the new Fire Board members.  Mike Gillespie was unable to attend due to his job.   
 
The Clerk read a letter from SEK Multi-County Health Dept. asking for ¾ mill levy from each County.  The Commission 
stated that County contributions should be based on use, not valuation.  The Commission would also like to know what other 
Counties are doing. 
 
Gary Thompson presented an agreement with Page Electrical Contracting for upgrading the electrical service at the jail.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented the maintenance agreement on jail roof with Midwest Diversified Roofing.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson stated that Foote Construction Co. would like to receive partial payments on the Fire Station when different 
phases of the work are completed.  The Commission also wants a lien waiver from Foote’s suppliers before payments are 
made.  The Counselor will work on an addendum to the contract. 
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that our contract with BI, Inc. can be terminated with 60 days notice. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated he would like to start the budget process earlier this year. 
 
Larry Hall suggested having an open house when the jail is completed. 



 
Ed Self asked the Commission about a grass fire that occurred last Friday night.  It was a controlled burn that went out of 
control and came onto his property.  Self stated that it has been a problem every year.  Self suggested requiring people 
prepare the property before burning or charge the owner for the Fire Dept. and for damages.  The Commission asked Bernard 
Streeter to write a note to the Sheriff’s Office concerning controlled burning regulations.  Streeter also asked about the Fire 
Dept.’s liability when called to a fire, does the Fire Dept. have to put out the fire even if owner says it is controlled?  The 
Commission, Counselor, and Streeter agreed that it would be best to put out the fire.  The Commission asked Streeter and the 
new Fire Board to work on a burning policy for the County.  Jim Ferrante researched this with other area Counties last year. 
 
Bernard Streeter gave the Commission a report about damage to fire trucks.  Rescue 5 has transmission problems, 923 has a 
broken front yoke, pinion, and spider gears.   
 
At 11:45 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At Noon the executive session ended.   
 
At 12:01 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:06 PM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the 
Chairmen to sign a response to Continental Coal Co.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson and the Commission discussed the Kinder/Hale fence view.  The Counselor will prepare the findings for the 
Commission to approve next week.   
 
The Counselor also stated that he is still waiting on an itemized statement from Brownback on the Brownback/Lake 
Chaparral fence view. 
 
At 12:14 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session.  
 
At 12:19 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission and Clerk discussed items for next week’s agenda. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, April 10th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



April 10, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; Jennie 
Carbon, Deputy County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $211,914.75; Appraiser, $1,932.18; Rural Fire, $16,297.13; Road 
& Bridge, $47,854.10; 911 Telephone Tax, $17,321.13; Hospital Board, $2,895.61; Elderly, $16,711.55; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $171.09.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dave Woodrum, Woodrum & Associates , told the Commission that the jail kitchen is inadequate and needs updating.  The commission 
informed Woodrum that they are meeting on April 17 with Sheriff and Marilyn Augur and discuss the meal preparation situation. 
 
At the request of Andy Mayhugh, Zoning Administrator, Jim Ferrante moved to approve signing the grant of easement for a property line 
adjustment #BLA-06/03.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to sign the USDA Agreement which assigns the government payment to Garland Ginther, who rents county land.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to sign the agreement with IGROUP On-Line Inc.  The county will pay $5,000 out of Economic Development and with 
get matching $5,000 in grant money.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Park report for March. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders:  2005-172, 173, & 174.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve and sign the Work for Hire Agreement with Carpet Man Floor Coverings.   The County will advance 
$4,880.96 to purchase materials and when the job is finished, he will be paid for his labor in the amount of $5,109.68.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:32 AM, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the county Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
County Counselor and Deputy Clerk attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:37 AM, the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Jerry Bedgood, Maintenance Department, updated the Commission on the repairs of county buildings.  Bedgood also updated the  
Commission on the insurance inspections to county buildings because of the recent hail damage.  Bedgood was instructed to continue to 
follow up on the repairs and to return with a typed list next week 
 
At 9:51 AM, Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:00 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Carol Cox, DEBS, (Diversified Employee Benefits Solutions), discussed various concepts and alternatives to employee benefits.  The cost 
for her company to analyze our benefit package would cost approximately $1,000-$1,500.  The Commission asked Cox to submit a proposal 
for the commission review. 
 
Sheriff Stites gave the prisoner county for the week:  Monday-24, Tuesday-22, Wednsday-24, Thursday-24, Friday-26, Saturday-29 & 
Sunday-22.  Judge Smith is aware that the electronic monitoring system is ready and that the Sheriff Department personnel is trained and 
ready.  Sheriff asked about the 24 recommendations regarding the jail building and Gary Thompson is still working on that to determine 
which things are mandatory and he will update the Commission on April 17.  Stites said the water problem needs to be addressed before 
there can be an open house at the jail. 
 
Jim Ferrante asked how the Sheriff handles delinquent personal property.  Stites said it is dictated by state statues but that he rarely has any 
personal property to sell on the courthouse steps. 
 
The KDOT communication tower was discussed and it was determined there had been some miscommunication.  The Sheriff and County 
Counselor with contact 2 different persons and proceed with the lease application for the County. 
 
Mike Gillespie, Rural Fire Board, informed the Commission that the board will meet monthly on the 3rd Thursday, and they will provide a 
copy of those minutes to the Commission.  Gillespie asked, at the request of the Fire Board, that the commission increase the current board 
by 2 additional members.  The commission felt that the current 7 members were adequate. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve signing the Bridge Construction Agreement with Foote Construction for the construction of bridges, if or 
when we require that service.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve signing the Work for Hire Agreement with Foote Construction for work on the rural fire building in 
LaCygne.  Payment for his services will be $54,525.00, with specific payment requirements and a 5% retainage for 30 days.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson read a letter draft of findings of fence viewers regarding the Kinder/Hale fence viewing.  Changes are to be made to the 
draft and the findings letter brought back on April 17. 
 
Bill Haddan, addressed the Commission regarding the Gilmore Airport.  He has concerns about liability, and asked the County to lease the 
airport land then sub-lease it to Haddan.  The Commission recommended that Haddan meet with the Gilmore representative and Jess 
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Randall, Attorney and work out a proposal and bring it to the commission for their review. 
 
Bernard Streeter, with the approval of the Fire Board Trustees, asked for the commission approval to apply for grant money to purchase 
grass fire gear.  The cost to the County will be $1,825.50.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the application.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall asked Streeter on a progress report on the Foreign Animal Disease program.  Streeter said there is a CD available to members 
that explains the program.  Streeter was asked when the next meeting would be as it has been since January since the last meeting.  Streeter 
said that he has 2 meetings each and every week and was having trouble finding a day to schedule the meeting.  The Commission instructed 
Streeter to arrange a date for a meeting and inform the Commission next meeting. 
 
At 11:55 AM, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor, and at the end of the session, they would be adjourning for lunch until 1:00 
PM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, County Counselor and Deputy Clerk attended the 
executive session. 
 
At 12:00 noon the executive session ended, and Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for another 5 minutes.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session.   
 
The executive session ended at 12:05 PM.  No action taken. 
 
At 1:00 PM, the session reconvened.   
 
Phil Tearney, Continental Coal Company gave an update of events from the time they first opened a mine in Linn County under a CUP 
issued by Linn County.  Tearney stated that the Bates County mine will be out of coal in 3 months and they will merge their operation into 
the Linn County mine.  Because of the recent court order, their hours of operation have been reduced by 20% and they cannot meet the 
obligation of their contract with KCPL.  KCPL has asked for increased tons of coal for the next 12 months.  Tearney asked that the County 
has until April 14 to appeal the court ruling and he asked that they appeal. 
 
At 1:31 PM, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and Bud Cowan, Attorney representing the County in the Continental Coal 
Lawsuit.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. The Commission, County Counselor & Bud Cowan attended the 
executive session. 
 
At 1:46 PM the executive session ended, and Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session 
for 15 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and Bud Cowan.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session.  
 
At 2:01 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken.  
 
At 2:01 PM, the commission asked if there were questions from the audience.  Several questions were answered but some dealt with the 
lawsuit and could not be answered at this time.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, April 17th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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April 17, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the road and property lines around Glen Smith’s property.  The Commission informed Mr. Smith 
that the County will have Springer Surveying survey the property.  The Commission also informed Mr. Smith that this would 
be the final survey that the County will pay for. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $63,822.04; Employee Benefit, $73,478.61; 
Appraiser, $8,263.56; Rural Fire, $2,718.36; Road & Bridge, $48,157.07; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$17,899.52; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve purchasing fuel for Road Dist. #2 in the amount of $17,926.42.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at 900 Road east of Wattles Road.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury telephone cable requested by Sprint located at N. 3rd St. & 500 Road, Blue 
Mound.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to increase the wages for Road Dept. Mechanics Tony Goudie, Paul Hamilton, and Danny Abraham to 
$12.27 per hour (Range 6, Step H).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney asked for permission to replace 8 tires with Bridgestone tires for $2,832.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve 
the purchase.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney also informed the Commission that he needs to replace the compactors at Blue Mound & Parker.  Maloney 
presented bids from MWM, Inc., Shawnee, KS in the amount of $10,560.00 and Downing Sales & Service, Inc., Phillipsburg, 
MO in the amount of $11,490.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to purchase 1 compactor for Blue Mound from MWM, Inc. for 
$10,560.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:40 AM Larry Hall excused himself from the meeting while the Commission discussed the 50/50 Cost Share Program 
with John Byington.  Byington informed the Commission that he has received 2 applications:  Nick & Tina Yosick, ½ mile 
on E 1050 Road; and Loyd Brownback, 1 mile on E 1050 Road and Massey Road.  Loyd Brownback informed the 
Commission that he has at least 4 property owners that would participate, could have as many as 6 property owners.  He 
would like to know the total cost and when they would need to come up with the money.  Byington will review the 
applications with the Commission at a later meeting. 
 
At 9:47 AM Commissioner Hall returned to the meeting.  Rubie Scott asked how many occupied houses are on the road?  
Brownback stated that currently 4 are occupied and another will be built this year.   
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week:  Monday-24, Tuesday-23, Wednesday-23, Thursday-22, 
Friday-23, Saturday-25, Sunday-26, and Monday-26. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission an update on jail costs.  Jail repair expenses paid as of 4/10/06 are $180,338.95. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-175 through 178.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that all employees have been assigned employee ID numbers for payroll purposes. 



 
Bill Van Kirk updated the Commission on the Community Services Program for the County.  Van Kirk asked the 
Commission for permission to use a room in the County Attorney building for interview/client meeting purposes, Community 
Services would pay for necessary repairs/upgrades to make the room usable.  The Commission agreed to allow Community 
Services use the room.  Van Kirk also provided the Commission with the 3-Year Comprehensive Plan for the program and 
reviewed the plan.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Community Corrections 3-Year Comprehensive Plan.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:21 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:30 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 3-0. 
 
Dan Harden addressed the Commission concerning the road over the Power Plant Dam.  Herb Pemberton moved to request a 
draft agreement from KCPL for a road project that will mill and overlay Linn County Road Number 2200 over the La Cygne 
Lake dam road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The cost to the County should be less than 
$15,000.00. 
 
Harden also discussed the 1700 Road project with the Commission.  Larry Robinson stated that he would like to have some 
surveying done on the 1700 Road project.  Harden stated that the surveying costs would be approximately $40,000.00.  The 
engineering costs would be approximately $8,000.00 per mile.  The costs could be taken from All District Miscellaneous 
Contractural.  The Road Foremen, John Byington, Larry Robinson, and Dan Harden will meet to discuss the budget impact. 
 
Harden and the Commission then discussed the 5-Year Plan.  Harden and Robinson have discussed bridges that need to be 
replaced.  They have suggestions for 5 bridges, but public hearings would also be required for public suggestions for bridge 
replacement.  The Commission agreed to hold the public hearings for the 5-Year Plan at 11:00 AM on the next two Mondays. 
 
Larry Hall asked the Commission for comments on the Budget process suggestions next week. 
 
Marilyn Augur asked the Commission to hire Joe Sands as a Substitute Meal Delivery Driver.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
hire Joe Sands as a Substitute Meal Delivery Driver @ $8.24 per hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Donna Thomas asked the Commission for permission to use the 4-H Building for large scale emergencies for dispersing 
medicine, giving immunizations, etc.  Larry Hall moved to enter into the Memorandum of Understanding with the SEK 
Multi-County Health Dept. for use of the 4-H Building.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Counselor presented the Findings of Fence Viewers on the Kinder/Hale fence view.  Commissioner Hall suggested an 
addition to the findings.  The Counselor will make the addition and present the findings again next week. 
 
At 11:33 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:38 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, April 24th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      



April 24, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and the April 16th special meeting as printed.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-179 through 181.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for March 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for March 2006. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission to remind people to tarp their loads coming to the transfer station.  The Clerk will put a 
notice in the paper. 
 
Dennis Arnold discussed Youth Employment Grants with the Commission.  The list of employers that Arnold presented for 
approval is as follows: Cox Motor Company, Coffel-Schneider Funeral Home, Maschino Lumber, Farmers & Merchants 
Bank, Neal Manufacturing, Double K Construction, Farmers State Bank, KC Metal, Linn County News, Mid America 
Hydraulics, and Linn County.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Youth Employment Grants as presented for 2006.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney informed the Commission that the State (KDHE) is touring the Transfer Station this 
Thursday at Noon.  The public is invited. 
 
Maloney also told the Commission that John Black stated that his road crew could install the bed/hydraulics on the new Solid 
Waste truck.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he has hired Lisa DeMayo for the Accounts Payable position in the Clerk’s office.  
DeMayo will take a pre-employment physical and drug test and will be on standard six month probation.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to pay Lisa DeMayo $10.03 per hour (Range 5, Step B) due to her previous accounts payable experience.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that Diane Bertone, SEK Multi-County Health Dept. had contacted him concerning 
their mill levy for 2007.  Bertone stated that she needs to know by May 15th if the Commission plans on approving her 
request and if Linn County plans on staying in as a member of the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  The Commission agreed 
that they would like to stay in, but that they do not want to pay the ¾ mill levy requested by Bertone, stating that it would be 
a higher dollar amount than any other County.  The Commission would like to know why we are paying more than any other 
County.  The Clerk will contact Diane Bertone with the Commission’s response and question. 
 
Treasurer Carmen Self presented the 1st quarter interest report and listing of delinquent taxes.  1st quarter earnings this year 
are $74,438.57.   
 
Self also asked the Commission about purchasing a laser printer for her office.  Commission agreed to let Self look into 
purchasing a laser printer. 
 
At 9:24 AM at the request of Joe Maloney, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 10 minutes to discuss a legal issue (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Joe Maloney attended the executive 
session. 
 
At 9:34 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 



 
The Commission discussed repairs at the jail.  Herb Pemberton stated that the electrical contractor is waiting on parts and that 
is holding up other projects.   
 
The Commission and Clerk discussed Diversified Employee Benefits Solutions, Inc.  The Commission agreed to discuss the 
DEBS proposal after CBIZ completes their study. 
 
Marilyn Augur presented bids for the Parker Senior Center A/C Unit.  The only bid received was from Douglass & Sons 
Heating & Cooling in the amount of $5,250.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the bid from Douglass & Sons in the 
amount of $5,250.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:50 AM Larry Hall moved to take a 10 minute break.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood gave the Commission an update on the maintenance plan.  Bedgood stated that the painting is done in Marilyn 
Augur’s and John Maloney’s offices.  He is working on painting the old Judge’s office in the Courthouse this week.  
Bedgood also stated that he is waiting on another bid for the Attorney building roof.  Marilyn Augur is going to get bids for 
the roof on the Pleasanton Senior Center that was damaged in the hail storm.   
 
The Commission discussed budget recommendations for 2007.  Larry Hall will update the list and bring it in next week. 
 
The Commission discussed jail meals with the Sheriff and Marilyn Augur.  The Sheriff stated that he has tried using the 
Nutrition Dept. for meals before but it didn’t work well so he is keeping his cook.  Marilyn Augur estimated that it would 
cost $10.01 per day per prisoner for her department to provide meals.  The Sheriff stated that it costs approximately $11.00 
per day per prisoner to do the meals in his department if he charges all of the cook’s wages to meal costs, but his cook does 
do other jobs. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to replace the kitchen cabinets in the jail.  Motion died for lack of a second. 
 
At 10:34 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:44 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 10:45 AM the Commission opened bids for pest control for County buildings.  Bids received were: Purinton Pest Control, 
$2,025.00; Coryell Termite & Pest Control, $3,030.00; and Bryan’s Termite & Pest Control, $3,000.00.  The Commission 
asked the Clerk to review the bids, check with the Counselor, and make a recommendation next week. 
 
Bruce Holt asked the Commission to hire Jean Ruse and Josh Jordan as temporary summer help at the Park.  Each employee 
would work approximately 30 hours per week, with Ruse starting on May 5th and Jordan starting on May 28th.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to hire Ruse and Jordan as requested by Holt, paying each employee $6.70 per hour.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bruce Holt also suggested closing the swimming pool at the park at the same time that the city pool’s close.  The 
Commission agreed. 
 
At 11:00 AM the Commission opened the public hearing for the 5-Year Road & Bridge Plan.  Larry Robinson asked if there 
were any comments from the audience and explained that the County is planning on using the 5-Year Plan for fixing bridges.  
The only question (asked by Mr. Riley) was how would this effect the 1700 Road project?  The Counselor and Larry 
Robinson explained that the County had decided not to use the Federal money for paving 1700 Road because of the 
additional cost required with the Federal program, but that the County still intended to pave 1700 Road, using County 
employees and equipment. 
 
Dan Harden addressed the Commission concerning the Road & Bridge budget, Capital Planning, and 2200 Road Structural 
Numbers.  The Commission stated that they are in general consensus with a 2 ¾ overlay on the road over the Lake La Cygne 
dam (2200 Road).   



 
Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie addressed the Commission concerning Fire Board/Fire Dept. issues.  Gillespie asked the 
Commission about the SOG, does the new Board need to sign the SOG?  Commission agreed that the new Board should sign 
the SOG and then bring it to the Commission for signatures.   
 
Gillespie also stated that the race track has to have a Fire Dept. present to have the races.  The tractor pull and demolition 
derby also require a Fire Dept. to be present.  Gillespie stated that the Fire Board is asking the Commission to require a 
$100.00 donation to the Fire Station that provides the service.  Herb Pemberton stated that the race track is private and should 
pay, but the fair is a County function and should not pay.  Jim Ferrante and Larry Hall agreed.  The Counselor will check on 
legal issues and respond to the Fire Board. 
 
Gillespie then asked the Commission if he could have an executive session to discuss negotiation for purchase of real estate.  
At 11:54 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss the acquisition of real property.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, Counselor, and Gillespie attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:04 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:07 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:17 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 12:18 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:33 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, May 1st.  Larry Hall seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



May 1, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; Jennie Carbon, Deputy County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County 
Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dist. #1 Foreman Danny Morris asked the Commission to Vic Roche as a temporary employee for summer mowing.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to hire Vic Roche as a temporary employee for the summer for mowing in Dist. #1 at $8.24 per hour.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dist. #3 Foreman Harry Wisdom asked the Commission about hiring Jim Hendrix as a temporary employee for the Road 
Dept.  Currently Hendrix is working as a temporary employee for Solid Waste.  The Clerk and Counselor will review 
Hendrix’s work history and report to the Commission next week. 
 
Steve Thompson asked the Commission if he could send Pam Cannon and Lisa Kellstadt to the Infinitec Conference on May 
16th thru May 18th.  Thompson also asked for permission to attend the Annual Appraisers Conference in Wichita in June.  The 
Commission agreed to allow Thompson and his employees to attend the conferences. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #0306311 requested by Gary and Pam Breedlove.  The Counselor asked if the CUP could be 
amended to list the specific conditions.  Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to include a time limit on the CUP.  Jim 
Ferrante moved to send CUP #0306311 back to the Planning Commission for more detailed explanation on Condition #1, and 
to consider putting a time frame on the CUP, and instructed the Counselor to prepare a written statement to the Planning 
Commission asking for the listed revisions.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mayhugh also presented the monthly expenditures for April for the Sewer District #1 project totaling $84,230.72.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve the April bills in the amount of $84,230.72 and to authorize Jim Ferrante to sign the 
expenditure report.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
 
Eddie Andersen addressed the Commission concerning the La Cygne Fire Station.  Andersen asked if the County was ready 
to proceed with the building.  The Clerk stated that the bid was approved on March 20th. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $76,958.74; Employee Benefit, $77,615.81; 
Appraiser, $8,326.34; Rural Fire, $36,438.68; Road & Bridge, $204,093.84; 911 Telephone Tax, $821.36; DARE, $1,801.74; 
Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, $8,234.33; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-182 thru 189.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Tuesday-24, Wednesday-24, Thursday-24, Friday-26, 
Saturday-25, Sunday-23, and Monday-22. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract with Douglass & Sons Heating and Cooling for the 
Parker Senior Center air conditioner.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
The Counselor informed the Commission that two of the bids for pest control do not appear to meet the bids specs.  Coryell’s 
bid is the only bid that meets all the specs.  The Clerk informed the Commission that the low bidder stated that the only 
spiders that were not included in his bid were Brown Recluse, because they require a different type of chemical.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to remove the bidders that did not meet the bid specs. and to award the bid to Coryell Termite and Pest 
Control in the amount of $3,030.00 per year.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:50 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 



discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:00 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Hall presented his recommendations for the 2007 Budget process.  The Commission signed the Budget Process letter 
and gave it to the Clerk to distribute to the departments. 
 
The Commission discussed out of County trash being dumped at the compactor sites.  The Commission will direct Larry 
Robinson to get signs for all compactor sites stating that dumping is allowed only for Linn County residents or property 
owners. 
 
At 10:17 AM Jim Ferrante moved to take a break until 10:30 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
At 10:30 AM the Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
Herb Pemberton gave an update on the jail repairs.  The new electrical service should be installed today.  The ceiling work 
should start today.  The floor work should start in four or five days.  The painting is done except for some touch up work that 
will need to be done after the other contractors are done.  Jim Ferrante asked about using a steel door instead of a wood door.  
Herb Pemberton stated that Mr. Woodrum will be here later and we can ask him about the door. 
 
John Byington and the Commission discussed the 50/50 Cost Share applications that were received for 1050 Road.  There are 
some electric poles that need to be moved from our right of way.  The County will need to remove some trees before the 
poles can be moved.  There are also some water lines that will need to be moved and encased.  There is also a bridge that 
needs to be widened to 26 feet.  It would cost approximately $4,500.00 to extend the bridge to 26 feet.  The cost for the ½ 
mile project on 1050 Road that would be cost shared would be $23,880.00.  Other costs for water line casing, removing trees, 
etc. would be paid by the County.  Byington will get more information and discuss it with the Commission again next week. 
 
At 11:00 AM the Chairman opened the public hearing for the 5-Year Road & Bridge Plan.  Larry Robinson explained the 
requirements and reasons for the 5-Year Plan.  Robinson explained that he has proposed using the funds for 
repairing/replacing bridges.  The Commission asked for comments from the public.  Larry Kinder stated that he would like to 
have more information on the 5-Year Plan.  Kinder asked how many times 1700 Road had been on the 5-Year Plan and how 
many times it had been taken off?  Kinder also asked what percentage is paid by KDOT?  KDOT pays 80%.  Kinder doesn’t 
see how we could build the road cheaper ourselves, instead of using the money from KDOT.  The Chairman stated that we 
have studied the costs, and it is cheaper to build the road ourselves.  Kinder is concerned that we would save money now, but 
the road wouldn’t last as long.  Kinder also asked about building 1 mile per year, he stated that doesn’t think it should be built 
1 mile at a time.   
 
Dave Woodrum addressed the Commission concerning the jail repairs.  Jim Ferrante asked Woodrum if the doors between 
the jail and administration areas were steel doors?  Woodrum stated that the doors are steel clad wood doors, and they have 
the same safety and fire ratings and are cheaper. 
 
Woodrum also addressed the Commission concerning the National Day of Prayer this Thursday and the Global Day of Prayer 
on June 4th.  He asked if the Commission would allow him to read the Proclamation?  The Commission agreed.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to adopt the Proclamation recognizing the National Day of Prayer and the Global Day of Prayer.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Woodrum then asked if the Commission would approve publishing the 
Proclamation?  Herb Pemberton moved to approve paying for publishing the Proclamation in the local papers.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  This Thursday at Noon there will be a gathering at the gazebo to start the 
National Day of Prayer. 
 
Marilyn Augur addressed the Commission concerning the Dietician contract.  The current Dietician has turned in her 
resignation.  Augur has found a new Dietician, Franny Eastwood, who will do the job for $27.00 per hour.  Augur and the 
Counselor will work out the details and the Counselor will prepare a contract.   
 
Augur will be going to Kansas City on Wednesday for a food show. 



 
Augur informed the Commission that the A/C at the Prescott Senior Center needs to be repaired.  The furnace and the coil are 
bad and need to be replaced.  The Commission agreed to get bids for the furnace and coil and also get an alternate bid with a 
new A/C.   
 
At 11:45 AM Bernard Streeter presented bids for the wellness/fitness grant equipment.  The only bid received was from 
Frontlines Fitness in the amount of $29,770.55.   
 
At 11:46 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Bernard Streeter attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:56 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to accept the bid from Frontlines Fitness in the amount of $29,770.55.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The County is only responsible for 5% of the purchase price. 
 
Streeter also asked if the replacement for Truck 924 needs to be paid from insurance proceeds ($17,500) and if some money 
could be used from contingency fund?  The Commission stated that it should be paid from the insurance proceeds and/or 
Rural Fire budget. 
 
At 12:04 PM at the request of Gary Thompson, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 5 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive 
session. 
 
At 12:09 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:10 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss trade secrets of a corporation.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, 
Counselor, and Dennis Arnold attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:20 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, May 8th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



May 8, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $122,393.98; Appraiser, $1,334.40; Rural Fire, $14,838.23; 
Road & Bridge, $44,770.43; Special Machinery, $7,161.50; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,713.51; Hospital Board, $5,500.00; and Elderly, 
$8,909.06.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney asked about sick leave for Jim Hendrix.  The Clerk explained that Hendrix was listed as part time and 
the sick leave time will be added to his account. 
 
Maloney also asked if the roll off frame could be installed by an outside contractor instead of by the Road Dept.  No decision was made. 
 
Jessie Secrest addressed the Commission concerning the Solid Waste truck.  Secrest stated that he could reduce the price if we keep the 
truck with the air ride suspension, or he could reorder with the correct suspension, but if he reorders, the new truck would have a Caterpillar 
engine instead of a Mercedes engine.  The Caterpillar engine would be more expensive.  The Commission agreed to have Maloney and 
Secrest investigate other options and discuss it again next week. 
 
Joe Maloney also thanked Jim Ferrante for helping with recycling at the Transfer Station last week. 
 
The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor discussed the work status of Jim Hendrix.  He was hired as a temporary employee last May, had a 
one month break in service and was then hired as a part-time employee for Solid Waste.  The Counselor stated that Hendrix could work as a 
temporary full time employee for 2 departments.  The Commission agreed to discuss the issue again next week. 
 
Fred Augur, RWD #2 addressed the Commission concerning the 50/50 cost share on 1050 Road.  RWD #2 has 4 meters that would have to 
be moved at a cost of approximately $541.85 per meter.  Augur will look at the project with John Byington. 
 
At 9:46 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission, Clerk, Counselor, John Black, and John Byington attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:01 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 10:02 AM Larry Hall informed the audience that because he lives on the proposed 50/50 cost share road, he will excuse himself from the 
Commission meeting for the discussion.  Vice Chairman Jim Ferrante asked if anyone wanted to address the Commission concerning the 
project.  Rubie Scott addressed the Commission stating that the proposed road does meet the requirement of connecting to an existing 
blacktop or State highway.  Scott then discussed the cost of the roads that were done in the past.  Scott stated that she believes that the 
County should look at the total cost to the County, not just the chip & seal cost.  Steve Riley also addressed the Commission stating that the 
road is less than ½ mile.  Byington stated that he has accessing the project using ½ mile, which would go around the corner onto Massey 
Road.  Ed Self stated that he is against the 50/50 cost share program.  Self stated that 1700 Road keeps getting pushed back and should be 
done first.  Self stated that the upkeep on a low traveled chip & seal road is higher than a low traveled gravel road, and that the County 
should pave the high traveled roads first.  Donna Spencer asked who would pay for the upkeep of the road?  The Counselor stated that the 
County would pay for the upkeep.  Larry Kinder asked if we are setting a precedent, where does it stop?  How much would the County pay 
to get a road ready to chip & seal?  Frank Harlow asked if landowners know that they are supposed to keep the site areas around corners 
clear?  Jim Ferrante stated that we have published that information.  The Counselor stated that owners are responsible for knowing the law.  
Loyd Brownback stated that the budgets for the program have been approved in 2004, 2005, & 2006.  Brownback stated that both 
applications meet the guidelines for the program and were submitted on time.  Brownback stated that objections to the program should be 
voiced at budget time, not after applications are submitted.  Ruth McGrew stated that everyone should have objected to the program when it 
started 3 years ago, not now.  McGrew stated that objections should be voiced at budget time.  Rubie Scott stated that John Byington has not 
reported that all landowners have agreed to pay their share, so the project is not set yet.  Byington stated that he only talks to the person that 
files the application to verify that the landowners will pay their share.  Ed Saymn asked if all landowners have agreed to pay their share?  
Byington stated that the County has to have a certified check from the landowners before we start the project.  Nick Yosick asked why there 
was so much discussion about this project, was there this much discussion in previous years?  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the proposal 
from Loyd Brownback for 9/10 of a mile and enter into an agreement with the property owners for that project.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
At 10:55 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
At 11:09 AM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened and Commissioner Hall returned to the meeting. 
 
Jerry Taylor, MTCS, addressed the Commission concerning Spill Prevention Plans as required by the EPA.  The County has fuel tanks that 
require a Spill Prevention Plan.  Taylor proposed writing the plans for the County.  The Commission asked Larry Robinson to coordinate 
with Mr. Taylor so he could submit a bid for writing the plan.   
 
Mary Grosshart addressed the Commission concerning the jail kitchen cabinets.  Grosshart stated that now would be a good time to replace 
the cabinets if they are going to be replaced.  Grosshart stated that the cabinets are pressed fiberboard/veneer.  The condition of the cabinets 
is very bad.  Grosshart asked the Commission to seriously consider replacing the cabinets.  Jim Ferrante stated that if we approve the 
cabinets, it should come from the Sheriff’s budget, not Contingency.  Herb Pemberton stated that he would like to replace the cabinets.  
Larry Hall stated that it really doesn’t matter which budget it comes out of.  Herb Pemberton also stated that he would like to go ahead and 
put carpet in the dispatch area, stating that the carpet had already been purchased last year and that carpet in the dispatch area cuts down on 
the echoing in that room.  Herb Pemberton moved to replace the cabinets in the jail kitchen for approximately $1,350.00 plus labor, to be 
paid from the Contingency budget.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Larry Hall moved to install carpet in the 
dispatch area only, with tile around the entry door, hallway, and bathroom.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-190.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Tuesday-20, Wednesday-19, Thursday-20, Friday-20, Saturday-17, 
Sunday-17, and Monday-17. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that the Governor has declared that flags should be flown at half-staff on Monday May 15th in 
honor of National Peace Officers Memorial Day.  Sheriff Stites has requested that the Commission approved flying the County flags at half-
staff on that day.  Herb Pemberton moved to fly County flags at half-staff on Monday, May 15, 2006 in honor of National Peace Officers 
Memorial Day.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for April 2006. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he has received health insurance renewal information from Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas.  
The renewal quote with no benefit changes is approximately 2% lower than the current rates.  The Commission asked the Clerk to put the 
Blue Cross renewal on next week’s agenda. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to authorize signing the agreement for the Consultant Dietician Contract between Linn County and Frances Eastwood.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gene Highberger, Anderson County Commissioner addressed the Commission concerning the SEK Multi-County Health Department 
budget for 2007.  Highberger stated that the other Counties have agreed to increase their contribution to 1 mil.  Highberger proposed that 
Linn County contribute $92,000.00 (.5715 mil).  Following is a comparison of County populations and contributions: 

County  Population Current Contribution 1 Mil Contribution Proposed Contribution
 Allen        13,909                 $38,000.00             $79,000.00                   $79,000.00 
 Anderson         8,200    $29,700.00             $67,000.00        $67,000.00 
 Bourbon        15,086    $32,000.00             $85,000.00      $85,000.00 
 Linn          9,722    $46,000.00           $161,000.00      $92,000.00 
 Woodson         3,361    $15,270.00             $28,000.00      $28,000.00 
Highberger asked if one of Linn County’s Commissioners could attend the next SEK Multi-County Health Department meeting?  The 
Commission stated that they would try to send someone to the meeting. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a proposed response to the Planning Commission concerning CUP #0306311.  The Commission agreed to send 
the response to the Planning Commission as presented. 
 
Thompson also presented the revised proposed Findings of Fence Veiwers for the Kinder/Hale Fence View.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
adopt the Findings of Fence Viewers as presented.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Thompson also discussed the pest control bids.  The Counselor suggested having all the pest control bidders come in and discuss the bids 
with the Commission.  The Commission asked the Clerk to contact all bidders and schedule a time to meet with them next week. 
 
At Noon Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:15 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:15 PM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Marilyn Augur attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:25 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Jim Ferrante informed the Commission that he would like to see more of the County’s money in higher interest funds.  Ferrante is planning 
on checking into it further. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, May 15th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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May 15, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $70,824.01; Employee Benefit, $55,689.73; 
Appraiser, $8,263.56; Rural Fire, $2,134.68; Road & Bridge, $30,357.53; Law Enforcement Trust, $37.20; 911 Telephone 
Tax, $819.24; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, $8,962.47; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Park Director Bruce Holt asked the Commission to hire Christina Holt as a Life Guard at the Park.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to hire Christina Holt as a Life Guard, temporary employee for the Park to start Memorial weekend, working 28 to 30 hours 
per week @ $6.70 per hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Black informed the Commission that the hood on Truck #210 was damaged and needs to be replaced.  It would cost 
$2,050.00 for a new hood plus $650.00 to have it painted by Coffman Auto.  The Commission asked Black to see if one of 
the hoods from a truck we are getting rid of would work.  Larry Hall moved to approve purchasing and painting a new hood 
for approximately $2,700.00 if none of the other hoods will work.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Black also asked if he could hire Jesse Vaughn for mowing again this summer.   Herb Pemberton moved to hire Jesse 
Vaughn as a temporary employee for mowing in Road Dist #2 @ $8.00 per hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to discontinue Jim Hendrix’s part time employment status for Solid Waste and to hire Hendrix as a 
temporary employee for Road All District and Road District #3 for up to six months @ $8.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury electric cable requested by Heartland Rural Electric located at 825 Road & 
Jennison Road.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that he does have a cost estimate for the Spill Prevention Plan.  The Commission 
agreed that we should advertise for bids. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #0306311 (Breedlove).  The Planning Commission recommended approving CUP #0306311 
by a vote of 7-0 with the following conditions: 1) This Conditional Use Permit shall be valid for a time period not to exceed 5 
years.; 2) No outside storage of parts or materials associated with this use.; 3) The onsite parking area shall be graveled and 
maintained.; and 4) Applicant shall comply with Resolution #91-10 for all signage.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #0306311 and adopt Resolution #06-13.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-13: 



 
 
Mayhugh also presented a Zoning Amendment that would remove the “Certified Mail” requirement of the Linn County 
Zoning Regulations and would delete the Protest Petition provision.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the 7-0 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and to adopt Resolution #06-14 amending the Linn County Zoning 
Regulations.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-14: 

 
Mayhugh also presented a bill from Shafer, Kline, & Warren, Inc. for the Centerville Sewer Project in the amount of 
$5,924.51.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the payment and authorize Jim Ferrante to sign the necessary forms.  Larry 
Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
The Commission discussed hiring a private contractor for hauling trash instead of hauling it ourselves.  The Commission 
agreed to discuss the idea with Dan Harden when he is here later today.   
 
Gary Thompson read the determination from Springer Land Surveying Co. concerning Leasure Road.  Springer determined 
that the road is within the designated right of way.  The Commission asked Thompson to send a letter to Glen Smith 
explaining the results of the survey.  Larry Hall moved to authorize Gary Thompson to send the letter to Glen Smith, and to 
authorize payment of $405.00 to Springer Land Surveying Co.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall presented information on the Kansas Collaborative that he received at last week’s KCCA meeting in Topeka 
concerning discounted rates (Medicaid rates) for inmate medical care.  Commissioner Hall also reported on various other 
topics discussed at the KCCA meeting.   
 
Jesse Secrest reported on trucks available for Solid Waste.  Secrest advises waiting on a reordered truck instead of buying a 
currently available truck that has less horsepower.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow Secrest to order a truck for Solid Waste 
with a Caterpillar engine for $76,733.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
At 10:30 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Harden addressed the Commission concerning the 1700 Road project and the Road & Bridge budget.  Herb Pemberton 
asked Harden about the 80/20 costs if we use the 5 Year Plan money, would it be cheaper?  Harden explained that the 80/20 
split is on construction cost, not including ancillary costs such as engineering, right of ways, utilities, etc. and that it would be 
cheaper to build the road ourselves.  Harden also stated that it would be better for the County to use the 5 Year Plan money to 
build bridges.  Larry Hall moved to instruct the County Engineer to start the design survey work for the 1700 Road project, 
with costs not to exceed $39,000.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission also asked Harden to prepare a Request for Proposal for running or buying the Solid Waste operation.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-191 & 192.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Tuesday-17, Wednesday-17, Thursday-18, Friday-19, 
Saturday-18, Sunday-16, and Monday-16. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for April 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the next SEK Multi-County Health Department meeting will be Wednesday, May 
31st at 6:30 PM in Iola.  The Commission stated that they need to discuss the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. budget request 
at next week’s Commission meeting. 
 
Larry Hall moved to reschedule the May 29th, 2006 regular meeting to Tuesday May 30th at 7:00 PM.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk presented the Blue Cross renewal information.  The Blue Cross renewal quote with the current benefits is a 2.10% 
decrease, approximately $22,000.00 for the year.  Blue Cross also submitted two other quotes with changes in benefits.  The 
additional quotes from Blue Cross would decrease the health insurance costs by 7.55% (approximately $87,000.00) or 5.17% 
(approximately $60,000.00).  The Clerk stated that this is the first time he has ever seen the renewal quote decrease.  No 
recommendation was made at this time. 
 
The Commission then received a report on our employee benefits from CBIZ.  CBIZ compared Linn County’s health plan 
with other plans across the region and nation.  CBIZ stated that Linn County does have a slightly “rich” plan, but it is fairly 
comparable to regional averages.  CBIZ recommended requesting a quote from Blue Cross for their standard PPO plan 
design, shifting some of the premium cost to employees, offsetting the employee contribution by increasing cash 
compensation to employees and allowing employee contributions on a pre-tax basis, requiring student status for dependents 
age 19 or older, changing to a 4-tier rating structure, and changing several policy provisions and limitations to be more 



comparable to industry standards.  The Clerk stated that he already has a standard PPO quote from Blue Cross which 
addresses most of the policy provisions and limitations, is already working on a Section 125 Plan for pre-tax contributions, 
and that the non-student status for dependents was a Blue Cross provision, not requested by Linn County.  No action was 
taken on the recommendations by CBIZ. 
 
Gary Thompson explained the pest control bids specs. and the reasons that the bid was awarded to Coryell Termite & Pest 
Control.  Penny Rushing, Bryan’s Termite & Pest Control stated that Carpenter Ants were excluded from their bid because 
they are typically classified with termites since they are wood destroying insects.  Pharaoh & Fire Ants were excluded 
because they are outside ants, and Bryan can’t guarantee that they won’t come into building.  Rushing also stated that 
Bryan’s Termite & Pest Control treats 6 to 10 feet outside of building.  Dan Purinton, Purinton Pest Control stated that brown 
recluse spider were excluded from his bid because they are poisonous and have to be listed as an exclusion on his contract for 
insurance purposes if he is not specifically treating for brown recluse spiders.  Purinton also stated that he does treat outside 
of buildings where needed.  Tom Coryell, Coryell Termite & Pest Control stated that he will treat for all pests as needed.   
 
Rubie Scott asked when Byington will report on the total cost for Massey Road?  The Commission stated that they will ask 
Byington for a report on total costs of the project next week. 
 
At 12:18 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:28 PM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Gary Thompson stated that it is the opinion of 
the Commission that the exclusion of Pharaoh & Fire Ants by Bryan’s Termite & Pest Control and Brown Recluse Spiders by 
Purinton Pest Control causes those bids to not meet specs., so Coryell Termite & Pest Control was the only bid that met the 
specs. and will still be awarded the bid.   
 
Jim Ferrante stated that also as a result of the executive session, he moves that Gary Thompson write a letter to Sheriff Stites 
requesting his policies and procedures on the Resolutions approved by the Commission in writing.  Herb Pemberton asked if 
the Sheriff can legally be required to furnish his policies and procedures?  Gary Thompson stated that policies and procedures 
are public record, but also KORA does not require creation of documents to fulfill a request.  Thompson stated that because 
the Resolutions would require policies and procedures to be created, the policies and procedures would be a public record.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed a letter from Diversified Contractors, stating that KCPL should be here today to see what is 
needed at the jail.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, May 22nd.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



May 22, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
D.J. Mitchell addressed the Commission concerning an accident yesterday morning.  At 5:00 AM, Mitchell hit a deer and 
called the Sheriff’s office. Mitchell stated that the dispatcher told him that no officer was available, so he would have to do a 
walk in report.  Mitchell then called a tow service on his own, and called the Kansas Highway Patrol.  Mitchell stated that an 
officer finally showed up 2 hours later, and griped at him for calling KHP.  The Commission advised Mr. Mitchell to talk to 
Sheriff Stites about the incident.   
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he needs to hire a part time employee to replace Jim Hendrix.  The Commission 
told Maloney to advertise for part time help. 
 
Maloney also stated that he had talked to J.R. McMahon, Miami County Solid Waste Coordinator.  McMahon would be 
willing to talk to Commission about a private company running the Solid Waste department.  Maloney also stated that Chris 
Paus would be willing to come in and talk to the Commission.  Jim Ferrante stated that we need to investigate the idea 
further, as it could cause problems with grant money that we have received.  The Commission stated that we are just 
investigating the idea right now, no decision has been made. 
 
Maloney also asked if the landfill could be closed this Saturday for the holiday weekend?  Maloney stated that Noxious Weed 
employees would work if he couldn’t find anyone else that was willing.  The Commission told Maloney to try to find people 
to work, if he can not find anyone to work, then he can close Saturday. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented 2 grants of easement requested by Brian Vaughn & Lin-Lea Farms.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
approve the grants of easement as presented.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-193.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission the prisoner count for the last week: Tuesday-16, Wednesday-15, Thursday-15, Friday-14, 
Saturday-17, Sunday-19, and Monday-19. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing 40 hours of block time from Infinitec @ $100.00 per hour.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton gave an update on jail.  Half of the floor is laid and it should be finished this week.  The ceilings and 
diffusers should also be in this week.  The electrical service has been upgraded.  Herb Pemberton suggested replacing the 
stools since they have been taken up to replace the floor tile.  The Commission agreed to have Jerry Bedgood look at the 
stools to see if they need to be replaced.  Bedgood stated that 2 stools need to be replaced.  The Commission instructed 
Bedgood to replace those 2 stools. 
 
Bedgood also advised the Commission that J.R. Kerr could install hand rails on the gazebo steps for $600.00.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve installing the hand rails for safety reasons.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Bedgood reported that jail and exercise yard are cleaned up, the floor is half done, and Cass Douglass and Mike Page will 
both be here this week to finish their work.  Herb Pemberton asked if Woodrum could start making shelves, etc. now so they 
could be installed as soon as the floor is done.  Bedgood will contact Woodrum.  Bedgood also advised that the carpet has 
been at Randall Hardware but has not been paid for.   
 
Larry Hall asked Bedgood to work out a date for an open house before the Sheriff moves back into building.  Bedgood will 
also get bids for a cleaning company to clean the jail.   
 
The Commission and Bedgood discussed disposing of/selling old County property.  The items will have to be declared 



surplus before being sold.  Bedgood will work on a list of items to be declared surplus property.   
 
John Maloney asked for permission to attend the Weed Directors Association training in Salina on July 18, 19, & 20.  The 
Commission agreed to let Maloney attend the training. 
 
Larry Robinson advised that the Spill Prevention Plan proposal presented by MTCS would cost over $8,000.00.  It is 
something we are required to have, but Robinson could consult with Dan Harden and prepare the plan at a much lower cost.  
The Commission agreed to have Robinson and Harden prepare the plan. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the Pest Control Agreement with Coryell Termite & Pest Control for 
the remainder of 2006 and for 2007.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Marilyn Augur presented bids for the Pleasanton Nutrition Center roof and siding that were damaged in the hail storm.  Bids 
received were:  Woodrum & Associates, $11,615.20; and BC Construction Co., $10,711.47.  The Commission asked Augur 
to review the bids and make a recommendation next week.  After further review of the bids by the Commission, Herb 
Pemberton moved to accept the low bid from BC Construction Co. in the amount of $10,711.47.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Counselor will prepare the contract. 
 
At 10:00 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 15 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk and David Sweat informed the Commission that we will deduct $6,000.00 out of next month’s subsidy payment to 
Emergystat to pay for the ambulance that Emergystat is purchasing from the County. 
 
David Sweat presented the Emergystat report for April. 
 
Sweat also discussed placing an ambulance on the west side of the County.  Sweat proposed eliminating the call truck and 
putting an EMT-I truck on the west side of the County.  It would cost an additional $180,000.00 over the current subsidy 
payment.  If the County provides the building and utilities, the cost would decrease by $1,000.00 per month.  Ed Saymn 
asked what the cost would be for a Paramedic truck instead?  Sweat said it would be $240,000.00 per year.  The Commission 
asked Sweat to make a formal proposal for next year’s contract with and without the additional service for budget purposes. 
 
Dennis Norton, Tri-Ko, Inc. presented his budget request for 2007.  Tri-Ko, Inc.’s request for 2007 is $67,704.00 (1% 
increase).  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Tri-Ko, Inc. budget request of $67,704.00.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission asked John Black if he knew what work will need to be done to prepare 1050 Road and Massey Road for 
paving?  Black stated that he would have to see the results of the surveyor before he would know.  Black stated that we will 
have to replace a tube on Massey Road and ditch both sides of the road.   
 
Rubie Scott addressed the Commission concerning the total cost of the 50/50 cost share road.  Scott stated that Byington just 
gave the cost of 1050 Road.  When it was discovered that 1050 Road was short of ½ mile, the other application was approved 
for 1050 Road and Massey Road.  Scott stated that the agreement just covers the cost of chip & seal ($42,984.00), does not 
include preparation costs.  Scott also stated that the total cost should have been disclosed before a decision was made.  Rubie 
Scott would also like to know when the budget for Road & Bridge will be discussed and she would like to know what 
employees will work on the road?  John Black stated that just Dist. #2 will do the preparation, but all districts will work on 
the chip & seal.  Loyd Brownback stated that it appears that Rubie has a grudge against people on 1050 Road.  Brownback 
stated that the contract has been signed and the money has been paid.  Rubie Scott stated that she does not have a grudge 
against anyone.  Larry Hall stated that everyone has had their chance to comment on this 50/50 road and he does not want to 
put it on the agenda again.  The time to discuss the future of the program will be at budget time. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at Payton Lane & 1500 Road.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the funding of the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  The Commission thinks the funding should 
be based on usage, not mill levies.  Herb Pemberton will attend the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. meeting next week and 
come back to the Commission with a proposal. 
 
Clerk presented BC/BS renewal quotes.  The BC/BS renewal with no benefit changes is approximately 2% lower than our 
current rates.  Other options quotes by BC/BS would lower the rates by approximately 7.5% or 5%.  The Clerk also discussed 



the recommendations from CBIZ about changing to a standard plan design, requiring employees to pay part of the premium, 
with an adjustment in salary, and changing to a 4 tier rating structure.  The Clerk stated that he does not think we should 
change the benefits and require employees to pay part of the premium at the same time.  The final recommendation from the 
Clerk was to keep the current plan design this year, add $100.00 per month to each employee’s salary, and charge employees 
$100.00 per month for family coverage.  The Clerk also recommended changing to a 4 tier rating structure and running the 
employee contribution through a Section 125 Plan.  Then next year we could change to a standard plan design and save an 
additional 5.5% on next year’s renewal.  The Clerk also recommended staying with BC/BS instead of taking bids this year, 
since the cost is going down.  The Clerk also informed the Commission that they need to make a decision soon, so all 
departments will know what to ask for in their budget requests.  After discussion, the Commission asked the Clerk to take 
bids on the plan and to review those bids in two weeks.   
 
Gary Thompson presented proposed Findings of Fence Viewers on the Brownback/Lake Chaparral fence view.  Thompson 
will make some minor corrections and bring the findings in again next week. 
 
Gary Thompson also read a letter to Glenn Smith concerning Leasure Road.  The Commission agreed with the language in 
the letter, and Thompson will send the letter to Glenn Smith. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented a proposed letter from the Commission to Sheriff Stites, requesting written policies and 
procedures from the Sheriff.  The Commission signed the letter and agreed to send it to Sheriff Stites   
 
Gary Thompson also gave the Commission a copy of the draft agreement between Linn County and Public Wholesale #13 
concerning recreational use of the new lake.  The Commission will review the draft and discuss it next week. 
 
At Noon Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session.. 
 
At 12:05 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Steve Riley addressed the Commission concerning 1700 Road.  Riley says that the paper stated that 1700 would be 
blacktopped this year.  The paper also stated it would be done last year.  Riley says he will believe it when it gets done.  Riley 
also stated that we have several 20 ton bridges that are being driven on by tractor-trailer trucks that are not posted for weight 
limits.  The Commission stated that they believe that all bridges required to be posted have been posted. 
 
At 12:10 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:25 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 7:00 PM Tuesday, May 30th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
 



May 30, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 7:00 PM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $83,258.61; Employee Benefit, $46,269.63; 
Appraiser, $8,724.55; Rural Fire, $8,925.97; Road & Bridge, $30,936.04; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$9,202.61; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-194 thru 197.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve payment of $6,675.00 for 75% of ceiling replacement at the jail to Diversified Contracting, 
LLC.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission decided to wait until next week 
before approving a 75% payment for the electrical work at the jail. 
 
Dist. #1 Foreman Dan Morris presented an employee evaluation on one of his employees and asked the Commission to 
consider increasing the employee’s salary.  The Commission decided to review the evaluation and discuss it next week. 
 
The Clerk presented the auditors contract for the 2005 audit and 2007 budget.  The Clerk stated that he could do the budget 
and save the County $1,940.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the audit contract with Diehl, Banwart, & Bolton in an 
amount not to exceed $12,330.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission agreed to 
have the Clerk prepare the County budget for 2007. 
 
Pam Cannon asked the Commission for permission for herself and Ann Brown to attend a seminar on mapping on June 9th in 
Kansas City.  The Commission agreed to allow Cannon and Brown to attend the seminar. 
 
Dennis Arnold gave a power point presentation on Large Industrial Sites.  Arnold is working on ways the County can attract 
large businesses.   
 
Arnold also reported that he has been working on getting several new businesses in the County.  He hopes to make an 
announcement in the next few weeks.  Arnold also gave the Commission a copy of his travel plans for the month.   
 
At 8:06 PM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 8:15 PM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #0406312 requested by Wade Blowey for a Bait & Tackle Store, Convenience Store, and 
Boat Storage.  The Planning Commission recommended approval by a 7-0 vote with the following findings and conditions.  
Findings: 1) Application conforms to the Linn County Comprehensice Plan, 2) Will not have a detrimental effect on nearby 
properties, and 3) Fits characteristics of properties nearby.  Conditions: 1) Permit shall be valid for a period of 5 years, 2) On 
site parking to accommodate 8 vehicles, 3) Boat storage will be inside the building and shall not be visible from the road, and 
4) Applicant shall comply with Resolution #91-10 for all signage.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the recommendation of 
the Planning Commission and approve CUP #0406312 and adopt Resolution #06-15.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh then presented Rezoning Case #0306185 requested by Madeline Slaughter.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval by a 7-0 vote and stated that this application meets all criteria for re-zonings.  It fits the surrounding 
land uses, lot sizes, and character of the neighborhood.  HP moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning 
Commission and adopt Resolution #06-16.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Following are copies of Resolution #06-15 and Resolution #06-16: 



 
Andy Mayhugh also presented Lot Split #06-194 requested by Gerald & Theresa Barr.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval by a 7-0 vote.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and 
approve Lot Split #06-194 and to accept the accompanying grant of road easement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 8:35 PM the Commission opened bids for roof, soffit, facia, and gutters for the County Attorney building.  Bids received 
were:  Thomas L. Johnson, $6,837.46; Woodrum & Associates, $8,176.85; and L&E Enterprises, $5,239.51.  The 
Commission asked the Clerk to review the bids and bid specs. with Jerry Bedgood and return with a recommendation next 
week.   
 
Jim Ferrante announced that we are going to wait until next year to resurface the roads in Centerville to allow the fill over the 
sewer lines to settle.  Commissioner Ferrante also stated that our road crew would put rock on the roads where as needed 
while the fill areas are settling. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a proposed notice of a change in policy for rental of the Parker Senior Center.  Gary Thompson 
will also review the notice with Marilyn Augur.  Herb Pemberton stated that he would like to discuss the policy with the 
group that has been managing the Senior Center.  Jim Ferrante stated that he has talked to the group.  The Commission will 
discuss the proposed notice again next week. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented a contract for the roof of the Pleasanton Senior Center.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the 
Chairman to sign the agreement with BC Construction Co. in the amount of $10,711.47.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson also discussed the draft agreement with PWWSD #13 concerning recreational use of the new lake.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the agreement with PWWSD #13.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall read a letter from the SEK Multi-County Health Department requesting an increase to 1 mil ($161,000.00) for 
2007.  The letter also states that if Linn County does not agree to the increase, SEK Multi-County Health Department will 
cease operations in Linn County on Dec. 31, 2006. 
 



At 8:59 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) concerning the SEK Multi-County Health Department with the County 
Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor 
attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:14 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 9:15 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:25 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 9:26 Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 9:31 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, June 5th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



June 5, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a special pay for 3 patrol cars to Cox Motor Co., Inc. in the amount of $74,325.00.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-198.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at 125 & Read Road.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
After reviewing Charles Bright’s employee evaluation form, Herb Pemberton moved to increase Charles Bright’s wages to 
$11.31 (Range 4, Step H) based on his skills, experience, and increased responsibility.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jesse Secrest gave the Commission an update on the Solid Waste truck.  Secrest has found a truck that could be delivered 
now, but it has a smaller engine (330 horsepower).  However it does have a heavier front axle.  The truck costs $9,000.00 less 
than the previously quoted truck.  Secrest stated that he can not get a guarantee from the manufacturer that the truck we 
ordered will be built.  Herb Pemberton moved to purchase the Freightliner truck from Cox Motor Co. in the amount of 
$67,700.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney presented a copy of a recycling information sheet to be distributed to residents of the County.   
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Lot Splits #06-193 requested by Darol Rodrock, #06-195 requested by Douglas Klopfenstein, and 
#06-196 requested by Melvin Nation.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve Lot Splits #06-193, 06-195, & 06-196 and to 
accept the grant of easements and additional right of way.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the May bills for the Centerville Sewer project in the amounts of $3,342.63 to Shafer, Kline, & 
Warren, Inc. and $48,198.60 to Tom Adams Construction Co. and to allow Jim Ferrante to sign the approvals for payment.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh also informed the Commission that he has received preliminary notice from FEMA concerning floodplain 
maps.  FEMA will schedule public meetings concerning the new floodplain maps. 
 
Sheriff Stites informed the Commission that following the release of Social Security numbers of his employees, someone has 
tried to access the financial account or records of one of his employees.  A freeze was placed on the account after repeated 
attempts to access the account. 
 
Sheriff Stites also addressed the Commission concerning recent requests from the Commission about his policies and 
procedures.  The Sheriff stated that “The Sheriff is an independently elected officer whose office duties, and authorities are 
established and delegated by the Legislature.  The Sheriff is not a subordinate of the Board of County Commissioners and 
neither are the Undersheriff or the Sheriff’s Deputies and assistants.  Rather, the Sheriff is a State Officer whose duties, 
powers, and obligations derive directly from the Legislature and are coextensive with the County board.”  The Sheriff also 
responded to the four requests in the letter he received from the Commission.  1) The Sheriff stated that he has given the 
Commission a copy of his maintenance schedule, 2) that it is up to the Judge to place prisoners on electronic monitoring, 3) 
that items listed in question 3 are Sheriff’s Dept. policies, not open for public discussion, but that all resolutions passed by the 
Commission have been implemented, and 4) dismissing the cook and having meals delivered has been discussed in open 
session and deserves no further comment.  Jim Ferrante stated that he received a call recently that a Deputy had read a Social 
Security Number on the radio of someone that they had stopped.  The Sheriff stated that sometimes that is the only record 



that can be checked for NCIC and that some people still use their Social Security Numbers for their Drivers License Number.  
Herb Pemberton stated that we are making progress on the jail and it should be completed by June 19th.  Pemberton also 
stated that the electrical work is done.  Jim Ferrante asked if in November 2004, he (Sheriff) had notified Commission of a 
problem with the jail?  The Sheriff said he did not recall the dates he had notified the Commission.  Jim Ferrante also stated 
that the Commission didn’t know about any problems with water in the jail until Sept. 2005.  The Sheriff said he had notified 
Commission previously.  Larry Hall stated that the Commission just wants to make sure that we have the proper policies and 
procedures in place.  Larry Hall agreed that we need to have better communications between the Commission and 
departments.  Herb Pemberton stated that the A/C units were not installed properly 30 years ago and that has caused roof 
leaks for years.   
 
The Clerk read a letter from the SEK Multi-County Health Department requesting $161,000.00 from Linn County for 2007.  
The Commission also has a copy of the original agreement with the SEK Multi-County Health Department that states that 
fees should be based on population and costs in each County.  Larry Hall stated that based on costs of operation, a Linn 
County contribution of $80,000.00 would be fair.  Larry Hall also suggested having Gary Thompson write a letter to the SEK 
Multi-County Health Department stating that according to the original contract, costs should be based on population and 
usage.  The Commission agreed that Gary Thompson should send the letter.  The Commission is also looking at the cost of 
running the program for Linn County ourselves. 
 
The Commission discussed the Attorney building roof bids with the Clerk and Jerry Bedgood.  There were no written specs. 
for the bids, however the only bidder that met all requirements given orally by Bedgood, was Woodrum & Associates.  
Bedgood presented proposed written specs. for rebidding the project.  The Commission agreed to rebid the project with the 
written specs.   
 
Bedgood also informed the Commission that Jeremy Bray quit last week.  Bedgood has posted the opening to County 
employees, and asked for permission to advertise in the paper this week.  The Commission agreed to advertise the position. 
 
At 10:37 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a break until 10:45.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bob Stocking gave a report on Clinic collections.  Stocking will have more information after their board meeting tonight.  
Stocking also presented a letter from Olathe Medical Service, Inc. stating their need for more space.  Stocking also asked the 
Commission about preparing the budget for next year.   
 
At 10:55 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) concerning the Hospital Board with Bob Stocking and the County 
Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, County Counselor, and Bob 
Stocking attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:02 AM Bob Stocking left the executive session. 
 
At 11:10 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 11:11 AM Marilyn Augur presented bids for the heat and A/C unit at the Prescott Senior Center.  The only bid received 
was from Douglass & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning.  Gary Thompson stated that the bid does meet the bid specs.  
Douglass submitted 2 proposals, one that replaces the condenser for $6,400.00 and one that replaces the unit with a heat 
pump for $7,132.00.  Augur would like to review the bids and make a recommendation next week. 
 
Augur also informed the Commission that she needs to purchase tires for the medical van.  Augur has quotes from Harlow 
Oil Co., $771.36 for six tires; and Rick’s Tire & Lube, $647.94 for six tires.  Herb Pemberton suggested contacting 
Stainbrook’s and Jim Ferrante suggested contacting Ralph’s Service.  Larry Hall stated that we need to develop a bid list to 
make sure that bidders are not left out.  Augur will contact Stainbrook’s and Ralph’s Service and come back later in the 
meeting. 
 
Eddie Andersen asked if we have a signed contract with Foote Construction for the new fire station?  The Clerk stated that 
the contract has been signed.  Gary Thompson suggested having the Clerk call Foote Construction to remind them of the time 
limit and to check on the required insurance information.  The Commission also discussed the Fire Dept. spending for the 
year.  The Clerk will have more information on spending next week. 



 
Dan Anderson addressed the Commission concerning the airport parking and turn-around area.  Anderson has not received a 
response from the owner or Bill Haden.  Gary Thompson said he has not received a response from the parties either.  Gary 
Thompson will try to contact Gilmore about leasing more ground. 
 
Larry Hall suggested setting the salary increases and limits on personnel and vehicles before budgets are proposed.  Larry 
Hall also suggested having each Commissioner give a 5 minute presentation concerning their position/goals on budgets.   
 
The Clerk stated that we need to determine what increases will be given and how we are paying for the health plan before 
budgets can be proposed.  The Clerk informed the Commission that the Social Security COLA this year is 4.1%.  The Clerk 
explained the health insurance quotes.  Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to schedule a special meeting to discuss the 
health insurance renewal and salary increases.   
 
Marilyn Augur informed the Commission that Stainbrook’s declined the offer to bid on the tires.  Ralph’s Service bid 
$720.00 and $766.98 for two different brands of tires. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to buy 6-10 ply tires from Rick’s Tire & Lube for $107.99 each ($647.94).  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 

 
County Extension Agent Mark Schuler presented a Fiscal Conditions & Trends report for Linn County prepared by the K-
State Research & Extension office. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, June 12th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



June 12, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $265,596.10; Appraiser, $2,382.18; Rural Fire, $13,285.09; 
Road & Bridge, $83,140.66; Law Enforcement Trust, $189.45; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,308.26; DARE, $38.99; Hospital Board, $1,306.64; 
Elderly, $11,987.83; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $401.64.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-199, 200, & 202.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for May 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Mel Bolling informed the Commission that we have been approved for a $7,000.00 LEPP grant (90/10) for 2007.  Jim Ferrante moved to 
authorize the Chairman to sign the grant agreement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall stated that he has informed KDOL about progress on the jail and invited KDOL to tour the facility.  KDOL responded that they 
can be here on June 15th to look at the jail.  Jim Ferrante volunteered to meet with KDOL at the jail. 
 
Marilyn Augur discussed the bids for the heat & A/C in the Prescott Senior Center.  Augur also asked about amending her budget by the 
amount of the insurance proceeds from the ice storm?  The Commission agreed that we need to amend the budget by the amount of the 
insurance proceeds.  The Clerk also informed the Commission that several budgets will need to be amended because of the repairs and 
insurance proceeds.  Augur then recommended purchasing a new furnace and condenser from Douglass & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning 
in the amount of $6,400.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept Augur’s recommendation and purchase the furnace & condenser.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to sign the receipt of the Transfer & Certification of Appraisal Rolls for Personal & Real Property from the 
Appraiser.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante presented his goals and position on the County budgets.  Ferrante stated that his major goals were to review costs, cut waste, 
develop capital improvement & capital outlay funds, and maintain services.  Ferrante also commented on new businesses in the County, 
planning for the future, expansion of the jail, replacing bridges, improving roads, acquiring tankers for the Fire Dept., and reviewing 
department budgets for savings. 
 
Larry Hall presented his goals and position on the County budgets.  Hall stated that he wants to run the County more like a business, look 
for departments to move into the private sector without losing services, minimize single purpose jobs, and encourage employees to get 
involved in the budget process. 
 
Herb Pemberton presented his goals and position on the County budgets.  Pemberton stated that he wants to work on capital outlay.  
Pemberton is concerned about the ambulance and medical services and wants to give the best possible services but does not want to run the 
County like a business, stating that the County is not here to make money.  He wants to save where we can but is concerned about escalating 
costs. 
 
The Commission discussed the Fire Dept. spending.  Bernard Streeter explained that the call load is up and there have been extra expenses, 
etc.  The Clerk explained that we need to amend Fire Budget for the new building and for grant money received.  Jim Ferrante suggested 
implementing a burn ban.  Bernard Streeter stated that he is in favor of a permit system for controlled burns.  Streeter also stated that ISO is 
working on re-rating the County.  Streeter also stated that Dan Conrad, ISO would be willing to come to next week’s meeting to answer 
questions.  Commission also instructed Streeter to contact Ed Andersen to check on the progress on the new building.   
 
At 10:24 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss personnel 
issues with the Fire Chief.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and 
Bernard Streeter attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:34 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At 10:34 AM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:44 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Dan Harden addressed the Commission concerning the Solid Waste RFP, KDOT 5 Year Plan & 1302 Forms, and the 1700 Road project.  
Harden stated that the surveying has begun on 1700 Road.  Harden discussed possible ways to craft the Solid Waste RFP.  Jim Ferrante 
stated that he would like to keep our Solid Waste program the way it is.  Herb Pemberton agreed with Jim Ferrante.  The Commission 
agreed to table the idea of an RFP for Solid Waste.  After discussing the 5 Year Plan with Harden, Larry Hall moved to adopt the 5 Year 
Plan as presented and to sign the KDOT 1302 forms for each project.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
David Sweat, Emergystat presented their budget request for 2007.  Emergystat is asking for a $48,000.00 increase for 2007.  They would 
also like to renegotiate their current contract now, increasing the current contract by $4,000.00 per month.  Sweat also informed the 
Commission that the building they have been leasing in Pleasanton has been sold and Emergystat has to be out of the building by Sept. 1, 
2006.  Larry Hall suggested asking the bank for another month before they have to move out.  Sweat stated that the Emergystat CEO is 
trying to negotiate with the bank.   
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At 11:35 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss the 
acquisition of real estate.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Larry 
Robinson attended the executive session.   
 
At 11:50 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At 11:50 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At Noon the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Gary Thompson gave an update on the Centerville Sewer District.  One resident within the district does not want to hook up to the system.  
Also the Centerville Township Hall will not gravity flow into the system.  There is also a sewer line run in an alley that was not installed 
with the proper elevation.  The engineer instructed the contractor to remove and correctly replace the run, and then contractor charged the 
Sewer District, even though it was a design error. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented the Findings of Fence Viewers on the Brownback/Lake Chaparral Fence View.  The Commission signed the 
Findings of Fence Viewers.   
 
Gary Thompson also presented a letter to the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  Herb Pemberton moved to send the letter to the SEK Multi-
County Health Dept. as presented.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission about hail damage to the A/C units on the jail.  Clerk will follow up with Douglass & Sons Heating & 
Air Conditioning and with KCAMP. 
 
Larry Hall moved to recess until 1:00 PM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Board of Commission meeting reconvened at 1:03 PM. 
 
The Clerk discussed Cost of Living Allowances and Health Ins. with the Commission.  The Clerk informed the Commission that for this 
contract year (starting Aug. 1, 2005) our health insurance cost is running at 60% of maximum claims.  The Clerk also informed the 
Commission that he had talked to Blue Cross & Blue Shield about several recommendations made by CBIZ.  Blue Cross stated that “Since 
these are not our standard benefits, any impact on claims will likely be less than the administrative cost to implement them.  In addition, our 
directive has been not to add more non-standard benefits to a group of your size as it can be challenging to accommodate these non-standard 
benefits.”  The Clerk also informed the Commission that the Social Security COLA for 2006 is 4.1% and that the Midwest CPI for the last 
year increased 2.83%.  The Clerk then presented two spreadsheets, one showing the effects of 3%, 4%, 5%, and 6% COLA and one showing 
the same COLA with an additional $100.00 per employee per month and employee insurance contributions of $63.00 per month for 
Employee/Children coverage, $70.00 per month for Employee/Spouse coverage and $100.00 per month for Family coverage.  The 
employee contributions would be deducted on a pre-tax basis (Section 125).  After discussion, Jim Ferrante suggested the following 
monthly employee insurance contributions: Single Coverage, Non-Smoker $0, Smoker $30 1st year, $50.00 2nd year; Employee/Spouse 
Coverage, Non-Smoker $250.00, Smoker $280.00 1st year, $310.00 2nd year; Employee/Children Coverage, Non-Smoker $100.00, Smoker 
$130.00 1st year, $160.00 2nd year; and Family Coverage, Non-Smoker $350.00, Smoker $380.00 1st year, $410.00 2nd year.  The Clerk 
informed the Commission that he thought charging smokers more for insurance coverage would be discrimination.  Herb Pemberton stated 
that he would like to leave the plan unchanged since we are getting a $22,000.00 decrease.  After more discussion the Clerk presented 
another spreadsheet showing COLA with an additional $70.00 per employee per month and monthly employee insurance contributions of 
$63.00 for Emp./Ch. coverage, $70.00 for Emp./Sp. coverage and $100.00 for Family coverage. 
 
Larry Hall moved to renew the County insurance plan with Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas with current benefits, change to a 4 tiered 
rating structure, pay each employee an additional $70.00 per month, and charge each employee $63.00 for Emp./Ch. coverage, $70.00 for 
Emp./Sp. coverage, and $100.00 for Family coverage effective 8/1/06.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion carried 2-1.  Jim 
Ferrante voted no. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to give a 3% COLA effective 1/1/07.  The motion died for lack of a second. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to give a 2.8% COLA effective 1/1/07 (based on the Midwest CPI).  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
The Clerk asked Commission about increasing mileage rates due to increase gas prices.  No decision was made at this time. 
 
Larry Hall informed the Commission that he will be gone July 17th.  The Commission agreed that they would rather not approve any 
budgets when one of the Commissioners was absent. 
 
Larry Hall also stated that he would like to have a full review of our Emergency Management Plan, training, Foreign Animal Disease 
program, etc.  Jim Ferrante suggested having the Fire Board review the Emergency Management Plan.  Herb Pemberton suggested forming 
an Emergency Management committee.  The Commission asked the Clerk to schedule some time on July 10th to review these items with 
Bernard Streeter. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, June 19th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      

 683



June 19, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante asked to have more information added to his comments on his budget goals/position.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $81,688.55; Employee Benefit, $32,464.73; 
Appraiser, $8,263.56; Rural Fire, $2,686.66; Road & Bridge, $32,501.11; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; Elderly, 
$8,542.56; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-203.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for May 2006. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for May 2006. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission if the COLA included part-time employees or only full-time employees?  Jim Ferrante 
moved to extend the 2.8% COLA to part-time employees.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the Governor has declared Monday, July 3rd a State Holiday and asked the 
Commission if they wanted to close County Offices that day.  Jim Ferrante moved to reschedule the July 3rd Commission 
meeting to July 5th and close County offices July 3rd.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-17 declaring 3 Sheriff’s vehicles surplus property.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-17: 

 
Jerry Bedgood informed the Commission that he only received one bid for the cleanup on the jail.  The Bid was from Wilson 
Cleaning Co., Pittsburg, KS in the amount of $1,600.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the bid from Wilson Cleaning 
Co.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bedgood also informed the Commission that he would like to hire Dan Purinton for the Maintenance position that is open.  
Jim Ferrante moved to hire Dan Purinton @ $9.25 per hour (Range 3, Step A).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  Purinton will take a pre-employment physical & drug test and will be on standard six month probation. 



 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the purchase of a pump for the paver from Mid-America Hydraulic Repair in the amount of 
$1,047.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to purchase 140’ of 6” C-channel steel from B & S Steel for use in the building that we received from the 
State.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he would like to hire Rick Post to fill the opening left by Jim Hendrix.  Larry 
Hall moved to hire Rick Post as a part-time Solid Waste employee @ $7.24 per hour.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney also asked about hiring a temporary employee for summer help at Solid Waste.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire Dan 
Black as a temporary Solid Waste employee for the summer @ $7.24 per hour.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bernard Streeter informed the Commission that the Fire Board has been discussing replacing the tanker at 920.  He has found 
a replacement tanker that he would like to offer $20,000.00 for, and KCAMP would pay the company directly so the expense 
would not come out of the Fire Dept. budget.  We would also need to surplus the old 924.  Jim Ferrante moved to allow 
Bernard Streeter and John Morse to travel to Illinois to inspect the tanker and to purchase the tanker at a price not to exceed 
$21,000.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bernard Streeter informed the Commission that we have received the Linn County Master Fire Plan. 
 
Bernard Streeter also informed the Commission that he is working on getting the Local Emergency Planning Committee put 
back together.  Streeter would like to have one Commission on the committee.  Larry Hall volunteered to be on the 
committee.  Jim Ferrante will be the backup person. 
 
Al Hurt addressed the Commission concerning AFLAC and the Section 125 Plan.  Health & Life premiums are deducted pre-
tax on the Sec. 125 Plan.  There is also an Unreimbursed Medical Account available for employees.  There would be a 
$450.00 setup fee for the UMA plus a $5.00 per participant per month fee.  Larry Hall recommended approving the UMA 
plan.  Jim Ferrante would like to make a decision next week.  The Commission agreed that they will probably enter into the 
program with AFLAC next week, Jim Ferrante will discuss the plan with Al Hurt this week.  The Commission agreed that 
they will limit the employee contribution to $1,000.00 for the 1st year. 
 
At 10:15 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a break until 10:25 AM.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Dan Conrad, ISO addressed the Commission concerning the services of his office.  ISO assigns the Fire Ratings for Fire 
Insurance purposes.  Any rating lower than 9 is an outstanding rating for a rural area.  Conrad has been working with Bernard 
Streeter to reduce the rating for all of Linn County with a hauled water system, capable of supplying 250 gallons per minute 
for 2 hours.  Linn County currently has 35 dry hydrants.  Conrad stated that Linn County is a leader in fire service for the 
State.  Conrad also stated that it would help to have a tanker in each station.  Conrad stated that the testing of all communities 
will be done this month.  The whole evaluation should be done this summer. 
 
David Sweat, Emergystat Director informed the Commission that he has been looking for a building, but has not found 
anything that would work.  Sweat suggested that the County should build a new building to house the ambulance service.  
Jim Ferrante suggested using the old fire barn next to the Sheriff’s Office, and keeping one of the trailers for office & living 
space.  Sweat also discussed putting a building on his property.   
 
Sweat also asked the Commission about putting an ambulance on the west side of the County.  Jim Ferrante suggested two 
locations in Centerville that we could put an ambulance.   
 
Sweat also asked about the requested increase for the remainder of this year ($24,000.00) and the budget request for next year 
(additional $48,000.00).  Larry Hall stated that he is not interested in renegotiating this year’s contract.  Jim Ferrante and 
Herb Pemberton agreed.   
 



Chris Paus presented the Lake Region Solid Waste Authority budget request for 2007.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively 
approve the 2007 Lake Region Solid Waste Authority Budget in the amount of $4,910.00 (3% increase).  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Karen Tuggle presented the Soil Conservation District 2007 Budget request.  The Soil Conservation District is requesting an 
increase of $7,500.00 to $32,500.00.  After discussion, Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve $28,500.00 (14% increase) 
for the 2007 Soil Conservation District Budget.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton stated that he would like to have some time to review budget requests before making a decision.  The 
Commission agreed that they would like to have budget information ahead of the Commission meeting so they could review 
the requests. 
 
Pam Cannon gave a presentation on GIS (Geographic Information Systems).  Cannon explained the components of GIS and 
showed examples of Counties using GIS.  Cannon also explained how GIS could help various departments, what Linn 
County has done with GIS so far, and discussed different directions Linn County can go with GIS for the future.  No action 
was taken by the Commission. 
 
At 11:55 AM at the request of Steve Thompson, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 15 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to non-elected personnel.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Steve Thompson attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:10 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Steve Thompson asked to replace an employee that is leaving the office.  The position is in Range 5.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to post the position to County employees for 1 week and then to advertise in the newspaper.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Thompson then asked to increase two of his employees from Range 5 to Range 6.  After discussion, Jim Ferrante asked Steve 
Thompson to come back next week with employee appraisals on the two employees.   
 
Jim Ferrante informed the audience that KDOL visited the jail last Thursday and seemed to be impressed with what we have 
done to fix the problems at the jail.  The Commission agreed to have KDOL inspect the jail when the work is completed. 
 
At 12:40 PM at the request of Andy Mayhugh, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 15 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to non-elected personnel.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Andy Mayhugh attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:48 PM Andy Mayhugh left the executive session. 
 
At 12:55 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie asked the Commission to hire D.J. Mitchell and Brad Martin at Station 920 and Luke 
Bloomfield at Station 960.  All 3 of the proposed new hires have completed their probationary periods with the Fire Dept.  
Herb Pemberton moved to hire Mitchell, Martin, and Bloomfield as part-time firefighters.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gillespie also suggested asking residents from the west side of the County how often they would have called an ambulance if 
there was an ambulance stationed closer to them.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, June 26th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      



June 26, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented a proposed contract with Jayson McMaster to be the Certified Wastewater Operator for the 
Centerville Sewer District.  Larry Hall suggested adding a clause stating that McMaster must keep up his certification.  Jim 
Ferrante suggested having a longer notice period (60 days) to terminate the agreement.  Jim Ferrante also suggested that 
McMaster should report to the County Commission and/or its designee.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 
contract with the above mentioned changes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Section 125 Plan for Health Insurance Premiums and Unreimbursed Medical Expenses 
(Flexible Spending Account) as presented last week by Al Hurt, AFLAC.  The FSA will have a limit of $1,000.00 per 
employee for the first year.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-18 declaring Rural Fire Truck #924 (Station 920 Tanker) surplus property.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-18: 

 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the County valuation is up almost $5,000,000.00. 
 
Marilyn Augur presented a proposed agreement for use of the Senior Centers.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the policy 
as written.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mary Grosshart announced that Governor Sebelius will be in Pleasanton on July 11th at 10:00 AM.  Grosshart asked if 
County employees could be allowed to meet with the Governor?  The Commission stated that employees could take time off 
if they wanted to meet with the Governor. 
 
At 9:18 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 11 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 



 
At 9:29 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 9:33 AM the Commission and Road Foremen began discussing the proposed 2007 Road Budget.  The Road Dept. would 
like to add new line items for Engineering Costs ($110,000.00) and All District Commodities ($186,040.00) for road 
preparation.  Rubie Scott addressed the Commission concerning the 50/50 Cost Share program.  Scott recommends charging 
the property owners 50% of the total cost of the program, chip & seal and preparation.  John Byington stated that it would be 
hard to determine the total cost, his recommendation is to delete the 50/50 Cost Share program.  Ellie Davey stated that she 
believes that the program is a benefit to the County and the residents.  Davey stated that if the road is scheduled for 
maintenance, the chip & seal cost should be split 50/50.  If it is not scheduled for maintenance, it should be tabled.  Dan 
Morris stated that the quarries have advised that there will be an increase in the cost of rock next year.  The cost of fuel is also 
up dramatically.  John Black stated that his biggest increase is for replacing a maintainer, increase of approximately 
$40,000.00 per year for 5 years.  Harry Wisdom stated that his budget request is an increase of approximately 10%.  The 
Commission also discussed the roads in Centerville and the price of culverts.  The total proposed increase for the Road Dept. 
is $696,057.00.  Larry Hall suggested scheduling a special meeting to discuss the Road Budget with the Road Dept.   
 
Joe Maloney presented the proposed 2007 Solid Waste Budget.  The proposed budget is $411,000.00 ($15,600.00 decrease).  
The Commission asked Maloney about scheduling to avoid overtime on Saturdays.  Maloney will work on scheduling the 
part time employees to avoid as much overtime as possible.   
 
John Maloney presented the 2007 Noxious Weed Budget request ($4,000.00 increase).  Larry Hall suggested using the Sign 
Dept. employee as the Noxious Weed summer help.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Noxious Weed 
Budget in the amount of $91,519.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:45 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:50 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Robert Chase presented the 2007 Southeast Kansas Mental Health Budget request ($4,000.00 increase).  Larry Hall proposed 
merging the Southeast Kansas Mental Health and the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively 
approve the 2007 Southeast Kansas Mental Health Budget in the amount of $83,800.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bob Stocking informed the Commission that he does not have a final report from Larry Brumleve on collections yet.  
Stocking also presented a proposal that was approved by the Hospital Board.  The Hospital Board proposed keeping the 
Hospital Board in place for 2007 and to keeps the funds reserved for health care purposes.  The Hospital Board would like to 
hold public meetings to determine the best way to utilize the available funds for health care purposes.  The Hospital Board 
also stated that 75% of the voting citizens in the County voted their support of medical clinics at the last election.  Herb 
Pemberton stated that he wants to keep the Hospital Board in place and use the money to keep our medical services in the 
County, improve the buildings, etc.  Jim Ferrante stated that he has talked to his constituents (surveyed 72 people in his 
district), and they do not want to keep the Hospital Board in place, they think we should use the money for other County 
purposes.  Ferrante is not in favor of keeping the Hospital Board.  Jim Ptacek reminded the Commission that in the last 
election, ¾ of the people in the County voted to maintain the health system that we had.  Rubie Scott stated that she thinks 
the Hospital Board should be retained and the money should be left as it is, so we can move ahead if something happens with 
the current clinics.  Esther Shields stated that there are a tremendous amount of senior citizens that depend on the clinics and 
the clinic in La Cygne needs repairs.  Keith Couch stated that we need to maintain the Hospital Board for another year and 
hold public meetings to see what the public wants.  Couch also stated that we do not currently have adequate facilities.  Bob 
Stocking stated that the Mound City clinic would also need to be replaced at some point in the future.  Larry Hall stated that 
he is concerned about all providers in the County, not just Olathe Medical Center.  Larry Hall also stated that the Hospital 
Board’s initial function as it was set up is done, so he does not see the need for a budget for next year.  Jim Ferrante moved to 
dissolve the Hospital Board effective July 1, 2006 and leave the money in the Hospital Board fund until year end.  Herb 
Pemberton stated that he thinks this is a grave mistake.  John Teagarden then presented his and Ed Andersen’s resignations 
from the Hospital Board, and stated that Scott & Lincoln will work to form a new Hospital District.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 



 
At 11:50 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until Noon.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to replace the transmission in the white Weed truck.  Coffman 
Transmission would rebuild the transmission for $1,450.00 with no guarantee; Cox Motors would replace the transmission 
for $2,625.00 with a 3 year/100,000 mile guarantee; Beckman Motors would replace the transmission for $2,553.00 with a 3 
year/50,000 mile guarantee.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the quote from Cox Motors for $2,625.00.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Sutherland presented the 2007 County Attorney Budget request (no change from 2006 budget).  Herb Pemberton moved 
to tentatively approve the 2007 County Attorney Budget in the amount of $179,614.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante asked Sutherland about delinquent Personal Property Taxes, who has the responsibility 
to collect the taxes?  Sutherland stated that he does have some responsibility, and is trying to collect some of the larger 
amounts.   
 
Bruce Holt presented the 2007 Park Budget request ($10,000.00 increase).  Holt stated that revenues are also up at the Park.  
Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Park Budget in the amount of $256,000.00.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Bernard Streeter & Doug Barlet presented the 2007 Rural Fire Budget request and the 2007 Emergency Management Budget 
request.  Larry Hall stated that he is concerned about the expenses for physicals each year.  Larry Hall would like to know 
how many firefighters have their own health insurance?  Streeter & Barlet presented two proposals for the Rural Fire Budget.  
The primary proposal includes $180,000.00 for 2 new tanker trucks.  The alternate proposal is for 1 new tanker for 
$100,000.00.  Larry Hall recommended keeping the budget at the same level as 2006 ($430,900.00).  Larry Hall moved to 
tentatively approve $430,900.00 (no change from 2006 budget) and to use the available funds to buy used tanker trucks.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission instructed Streeter to try to find acceptable used 
taker trucks that would not cost as much. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Emergency Preparedness Budget in the amount of $23,000.00 ($4,000.00 
increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to adjust the allocation of pay for Bernard Streeter and Cheryl Wallace between Emergency Preparedness 
and Rural Fire (no change in pay).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Steve Thompson addressed the Commission concerning a GIS program and an AutoCAD class this week.  Larry Hall moved 
to approve $1,071.00 for the AutoCAD class and the upgrade to the GIS program for $4,076.60.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
David Sweat, Emergystat addressed the Commission concerning their need for a new site and their contract.  Sweat informed 
the Commission that the old fire barn is full of Sheriff’s evidence.  The Commission stated that Emergystat needs to find their 
own building, because the County can’t come up with anything quickly enough.  Larry Hall also suggested seeing if 
firefighters could be used on the west side of the County to respond in an ambulance.  Larry Hall asked the Fire Board, 
Bernard Streeter, and David Sweat to explore the possibilities.   
 
At 1:51 PM Larry Hall moved to recess for lunch until 2:20 PM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to have a special meeting at 9:00 AM on June 30, 2006 in the old courtroom to discuss the Road 
Dept. budget.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
David Sweat informed the Commission that Emergystat would be willing to accept a $36,000.00 increase for 2007, 
$42,000.00 for 2008, and $48,000.00 for 2009 and would have the option to renew at the end of 3 years for $428,000.00 per 
year.  Larry Hall moved to accept the proposal.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  Jim Ferrante asked what it would 
cost to add an ambulance to the west side of the County?  David Sweat stated he thought it would cost an additional 
$132,000.00 per year.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 



Herb Pemberton stated that we have to put fire alarms in the jail.  Larry Hall stated that he would like to hear from the State 
Fire Marshall in person concerning the requirements for smoke/fire alarms.  Herb Pemberton will call the Fire Marshall to set 
up a meeting.  The Commission agreed to include meeting with the Fire Marshall and Bob Paulsen, Paulsen Electronics, 
LLC. in the special meeting on Friday. 
 
Larry Hall moved to reschedule the regular Commission meetings starting next week to 8:00 AM until further notice.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Friday, June 30th.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk 



June 30, 2006 
 

The Board of Linn County Commission met in a special session at 9:00 AM in the Old Courtroom, Linn County Courthouse, 
Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; and 
David Lamb, County Clerk. 
 
Following is a copy of the Notice of Special Meeting: 

 
Larry Hall asked if anyone had comments they would like to make concerning the Road & Bridge budget?  Mrs. Smith asked how 
they could comment when they don’t know what the Road budget is yet, and stated that the Road budget should go down.  Mary 
Grosshart asked if the 50/50 Cost Share would be included in the discussion today.  The Commission said it would.  Ed Self stated 
that we should get rid of the 50/50 Cost Share program.  Rubie Scott stated that her opinion has not changed since Monday’s 
meeting.  Chip Coffman asked why people want to do away with the 50/50 Cost Share program?  He is in favor of the program.  
John Byington stated that he thought the 50/50 program was good when it started, and that it has good points and bad points.  
Larry Hall explained the history of the 50/50 Cost Share program.  Ed Saymn stated that the program should be discontinued 
because it is not based on traffic count. 
 
The Commission and the Road Foremen then discussed each line item on the proposed 2007 Road & Bridge budget.  John Black 
stated that they would like to get a road groomer for approximately $12,000.00.  District #2 also added $30,000.00 to their Capital 
Outlay line item for a lease/purchase payment on a new maintainer.  David Lamb asked what the rest of the capital outlay was for.  
The Foremen stated that they used that for things that come up during the year.  The Commission suggested several changes to 
various line items, reduced payroll amounts, etc.  The Commission also discussed resurfacing the streets in Centerville.  The 
Commission agreed to add $43,500.00 for half of the resurfacing costs for the Centerville streets.  After lengthy discussion, Herb 
Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Road & Bridge Budget in the amount of $3,166,606.00 ($702,486.00 increase).  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton gave the Commission a copy of the Kansas Fire Prevention Code concerning the jail.  Commissioner Pemberton 
stated that we should have contacted the Fire Marshall before starting work on the jail.  Herb Pemberton also had a bid from 
Paulsen Electronics, LLC for installing fire/smoke alarms in the jail.  No action was taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 8:00 AM Wednesday, July 5th.  Herb Pemberton seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 
 



July 5, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 8:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $77,763.41; Employee Benefit, $70,325.13; 
Appraiser, $10,271.96; Rural Fire, $6,554.92; Road & Bridge, $32,040.60; Hospital Board, $45.59; Crime Victim Assistance, 
$786.23; Elderly, $8,847.33; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the A/C at the Mound City Compactor has quit working.  The Clerk will check on a 
replacement A/C.  The phone is also out of order at the Mound City Compactor. 
 
Larry Hall moved to donate $200.00 to the Silver Haired Legislature.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold presented the 2007 Economic Development Budget request.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 
2007 Economic Development Budget in the amount of $107,725.00 ($5,200.00 decrease).  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Arnold also gave a report from Dan Harden concerning an Economic Development Grant from the Department of 
Transportation.  The grant could be used for the road on the power plant dam.  The grant would pay 75% of the cost and the 
other 25% would have to be paid by the County or by KCPL.  Arnold will continue to work on the project. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented rezoning Case #Z0506186 requested by Dave & Janice Woodrum.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval by an 8-0 vote.  The Commission reviewed the following findings: 1) Application conforms to the 
character of the neighborhood, 2) The rezoning of this property to A/R will not detrimentally effect the adjoining or nearby 
properties, 3) Application will not overburden existing infrastructure, and 4) Application conforms to the Comprehensive 
Plan.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve rezoning Case 
#Z0506186 and to adopt Resolution #06-19.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a 
copy of Resolution #06-19: 

 
Andy Mayhugh also presented Lot Split #05-191 requested by Thomas Tracy Gilmore.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve 
Lot Split #05-191 and to accept the accompanying grant of easement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 



 
Judge Smith presented the 2007 District Court Budget request.  Judge Smith also recommended increasing the jury fees for 
the first day to $20.00 and then $40.00 for subsequent days.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively increase jury fees to 
$20.00 for the first day and $40.00 for subsequent days effective 1/1/07.  After discussion, Herb Pemberton rescinded his 
motion.  The Commission agreed by consensus to increase the jury fees.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 
2007 District Court Budget in the amount of $229,200.00 ($15,200.00 increase).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney addressed the Commission concerning the 2007 Solid Waste Budget Request.  Maloney informed the 
Commission that containers he needs cost $6,700.00 each.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Solid Waste 
Budget in the amount of $381,651.00 ($44,949.00 decrease).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Maloney also informed the Commission that he needed to advertise for bids for the portable toilets (rental/cleaning).  
Maloney and the Commission also discussed Solid Waste fees.  
 
The Commission, Counselor, and Maloney also discussed the Terracon contract.  Terracon has submitted an addendum for 
additional services.  The Counselor will contact Terracon and ask them to come to a Commission meeting to discuss the 
charges. 
 
At 9:32 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a break until 9:45 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson presented the contract for final cleaning on the jail.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign 
the cleaning agreement with Wilson Cleaners in the amount of $1,600.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement with Douglass & Sons Heating & Air Conditioning for the 
Heating/AC system in the Prescott Senior Center in the amount of $7,132.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall read a statement concerning the Nutrition program.  Commissioner Hall stated that he wants to see a quote on 
what it would cost to provide the same food and delivery services to Linn County that our five neighboring Counties provide 
to their citizens.  Commissioner Hall also stated that the taxpayers of Linn County pay 55% of all nutrition costs, not 45% as 
people may have been told.  Commissioner Hall then stated that he is not proposing to close any senior centers and that 
nearly all the money spent to provide meals is already spent out of the County.  Commission Hall stated that a part of this 
proposal would be to try to place any employee displaced by this change in another job in the County.  In summary, 
Commissioner Hall stated that he feels that we owe it to the taxpayers of the County to investigate all options.  The Clerk 
read the petition that has been carried in support of the current nutrition program and informed the Commission that there 
appears to be around 300 signatures.  (More petitions were turned in later bringing the total to 385 signatures.)  Elizabeth 
Maxwell, Director of East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging addressed the Commission concerning the nutrition 
program.  Maxwell stated that Mid-America Nutrition runs the meal program in the other 5 Counties in the area.  Their cost 
per meal is $3.75 for congregate meals and $3.85 for home delivery.  Franklin County spends approximately $36,000.00 per 
year for the meal program.  If the Commission decides to discontinue our Nutrition program, ECKAAA would have to take 
bids to see if anyone would provide the service to Linn County.  Mileage costs would be included in the bids.  Jim Ferrante 
suggested listening to Marilyn Augur’s budget proposal before going any further.  Marilyn Augur then presented the 2007 
Elderly/Nutrition Budget request in the amount of $381,879.00 ($18,236.00 decrease).  Jim Shields stated that we need to 
keep the program as is.  Jim Ferrante stated that if the people want this program, we should keep it.  Jim Ferrante then stated 
that he represents the west side of the County and that we need to be fair to everyone in the County.  Ed Saymn asked if this 
could be put to a vote this year?  Saymn also asked what our cost per meal is?  Augur stated that it is approximately $5.85 per 
meal.  Cynthia Smith stated that the government always cuts elderly programs first.  Pat Smith asked about rental on 
buildings.  The cash from the rentals does go back to the Elderly fund.  Rubie Scott stated that the difference in cost of meals 
for next year would be $1.47 per meal.  Virginia Nichols asked about available jobs for the employees.  Larry Hall stated that 
currently there are two openings in the Appraiser’s office.  Nichols also stated that we would be taking jobs away from Linn 
County and giving them to other Counties.  Herb Pemberton asked what happens is case of bad weather?  Would Mid-
America Nutrition be able to provide meals?  Mary Grosshart asked if this would be done before the 2007 budget is 
completed?  We have to have next year’s budget amount within 2 weeks.  Keith Couch suggested leaving the program alone 



this year and taking bids for next year.  The Commission agreed that we should take bids next year.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to tentatively approve the 2007 Elderly/Nutrition Budget in the amount of $381,879.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  Rubie Scott asked the Commission to put a notice in the paper so everyone will know when we are 
discussing the bids.  Larry Hall stated that we will announce when we will discuss the bids. 
 
The Clerk presented the 2007 Clerk & Election Budget requests.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Clerk 
Budget in the amount of $133,000.00 ($4,000.00 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Election Budget in the amount of $69,000.00 ($4,000.00 decrease).  
Larry Hall stated that he would like to see a larger reduction in the Election budget since it was increased for new voting 
machines this year.  The Clerk stated that he also has to pay approximately $8,000.00 next year for the 2nd half payment on 
the new ballot scanner and that he will have increased maintenance fees on the new equipment.  We will have to look at 
possible reductions again next year.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Kristy Schmitz presented the 2007 Register of Deeds Budget request.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 
2007 Register of Deeds Budget in the amount of $89,111.00 ($5,861.00 increase).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Carmen Self presented the 2007 Treasurer Budget request.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Treasurer’s 
Budget in the amount of $172,659.67 ($14,559.67 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:15 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:30 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:30 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:45 AM the executive session ended.  
 
At 11:45 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:55 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Clerk asked about the Commission and Counselor budgets?  Larry Hall suggested increasing the mileage for the 
Commission by $2,000.00.  The Clerk also asked about Contingency Budget in the General Fund?  The Commission agreed 
that they would like to build it back up to $600,000.00. 
 
The Commission was asked about the money left in the Hospital Board fund and the dissolution of the Hospital Board.  Gary 
Thompson explained that the Hospital Board can be dissolved by resolution if it was created by resolution.  Larry Hall 
explained his position that the Hospital Board was no longer needed because we no longer have clinics to manage.  Larry 
Hall also stated that he is not opposed to leaving the money for future medical service needs.  The Counselor also stated that 
the vote in 2004 was not to create a Hospital Board, it was whether or not to dissolve the existing Hospital Board.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 8:00 AM Monday, July 10th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk               



July 10, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 8:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed and the June 30 special meeting as 
printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $153,592.86; Appraiser, $4,561.08; Rural Fire, 
$7,964.02; Road & Bridge, $70,888.88; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,294.57; Elderly, $15,759.20; and Zoning LEPP Grant, 
$5,330.81.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk presented the 2007 Commission, Counselor, and Ambulance Budget requests.  Jim Ferrante discussed not taking a 
salary increase next year.  After discussion, the Commission agreed to take the salary increases that were approved for next 
year.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Commission Budget in the amount of $65,250.00 ($5,000.00 
increase).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Counselor Budget in the amount of $49,500.00 ($3,128.00 increase).  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to increase the Ambulance budget to cover ambulance service for the west side of the 
County.  It would add $132,000.00 to the budget minus rental ($12,000.00) of a facility if the County provides the facility.  
Jim Ferrante will check on availability of land and buildings for next week’s meeting.  No action taken. 
 
At 8:21 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and Fire Board members Larry Chapman and Ed 
Andersen.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, Larry 
Chapman and Ed Andersen attended the executive session. 
 
At 8:36 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 8:36 AM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 8:41 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Clerk then presented the 2007 EMS, Special Building, Community College, Juvenile Intake, Fair Board, Historical 
Society, Employee Benefits, Courthouse, Windfall, Health, and Contingency Budget requests.   
 
The Commission agreed to cut an additional $2,000.00 from the EMS Budget request.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively 
approve the 2007 EMS Budget in the amount of $4,000.00 ($4,000.00 decrease).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Special Building Budget in the amount of $55,000.00 ($25,000.00 
decrease).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the Community College payments have been phased out for 2007 so there is no 
need to budget for this line item.  This is a $33,000.00 decrease from the 2006 Community College Budget. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Juvenile Intake Budget in the amount of $36,000.00 ($3,000.00 
decrease).  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Fair Board Budget in the amount of $13,600.00 (no change).  This 
includes $3,000.00 for Fair Buildings and $10,600.00 for Fair Premium.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 



 
Larry Hall stated that he wants information on expenses and cash balances from the Historical Society.  The Clerk will 
contact the Historical Society for the information.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Historical Society 
Budget in the amount of $24,000.00 (no change).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk explained that the proposed 2007 Employee Benefit Budget was a $91,000.00 decrease but the mill levy should go 
down 1.14 mills because of a larger cash carryover.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Employee 
Benefit Budget in the amount of $1,582,000.00 ($91,000.00 decrease).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Courthouse Budget in the amount of $250,000.00 ($23,100.00 decrease).  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Windfall Budget in the amount of $517,013.00 (no change).  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the 2007 Health Budget.  Gary Thompson presented a proposed letter from Commission to other 
Southeast Kansas Commissioners concerning combining the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. and the SEK Mental Health 
Dept.  Larry Hall moved to send the letter to the other Southeast Kansas Commissioners.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  No action was taken on the 2007 Health Budget. 
 
The Commission and Clerk then discussed the Contingency Budget.  The Clerk had added a Medical Facilities line item in 
the amount of $420,000.00 to account for the money left in the Hospital Board Fund.  The Counselor informed the 
Commission that they would need to pass a resolution to dissolve the Hospital Board, it could not be done by motion alone.  
The Commission agreed to discuss the Hospital Board again next week and no action was taken on the Contingency Budget. 
Marvin Stites presented the 2007 Sheriff’s Budget request.  The Sheriff requested a $25,165.00 increase.  The Clerk 
reminded the Commission that he had deducted $25,000.00 from the Courthouse Budget for the utilities on the Sheriff’s 
office and jail and that amount would need to be added to the Sheriff’s Budget request.  After discussion, the Commission 
agreed to make a decision on the Sheriff’s budget next week. 
 
The Counselor and Sheriff informed the Commission of the results of the meeting with the Fire Marshall last week.  The 
Counselor also gave the Commission a copy of the citations issued by the Fire Marshall and other requirements from the Fire 
Marshall.  The Counselor, Clerk, and Sheriff also met with an architect from HMN Architects last Friday to discuss the 
needed Fire Code Footprint.  The architect will give us an estimate next Monday.   
 
At 10:13 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes 
to legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0.  The Commission, Clerk, County Counselor, and Sheriff attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:23 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 10:24 AM the Commission took a 10 minute break. 
 
Bernard Streeter gave the Commission an update on the Emergency Management program.  The planning committee met 2 
weeks ago and will meet again on July 27th.  Bernard Streeter and the Clerk will also attend a table top exercise in Iola on 
July 20th on Pandemic Influenza.  Bernard Streeter will also attend a regional meeting on July 26th.   
 
Bernard Streeter and the Commission also discussed the Rural Fire Budget.  Larry Hall stated that the Commission wanted to 
see if Streeter could get tankers without increasing the budget.  Jim Ferrante asked about the new ISO rating, stating that we 
don’t know for sure what it will be yet.  Bernard Streeter stated that the new rating is just a projection.  Jim Ferrante also 
stated that according to the Kansas Forest Service, it usually takes a levy of 3.5 to 5 mills to maintain a modern fire dept.  
Larry Hall recommended leaving the budget the same as this year.  The Clerk stated that we need to decide within the next 
two weeks before we publish the budget.   
 
Bill Van Kirk gave the Commission an update on the Community Services Program.  Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the 
Chairman to sign the 6th Judicial District Community Services, FY 2007 Award of Grant Funds, Community Corrections & 
SB 123 Supervision Grant Funds Budget Summary.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Van Kirk 



also presented a copy of the Agreement on Conditions of Grant from the Kansas Juvenile Justice Authority for informational 
purposes. 
 
Erin Lyon then gave the Commission an update of programs to reduce tobacco use in youth.  Erin Lyon also discussed a sex 
offender management grant.   
 
Steve Thompson presented the 2007 Appraiser Budget request.  Thompson’s budget request would separate GIS/mapping 
into it’s own department.  The Commission agreed to consider the Appraiser’s request next week. 
 
At 11:34 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and by phone with Catherine Rocky, Terracon.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, Andy Mayhugh and Joe 
Maloney attended the executive session.   
 
At 11:49 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:49 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session.   
 
At 11:56 AM Joe Maloney and Andy Mayhugh left the executive session. 
 
At 11:59 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At Noon Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:10 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Joe Maloney asked for permission to take one of the old trucks to Custom Truck for some suspension work.  Maloney 
thought the repairs would cost around $5,000.00.  The Commission agreed to let Maloney repair the truck.  The Commission 
also instructed Maloney to declare the other old truck surplus property. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented the 2007 Planning & Zoning Budget request.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively approve the 
2007 Planning & Zoning Budget in the amount of $61,765.00 ($5,900.00 decrease).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood presented the 2007 Custodian Budget request.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Custodian 
Budget in the amount of $72,136.98 ($3,082.98 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Lot Split #06-197 requested by Earl Avery.  Larry Hall moved to approve Lot Split #06-197.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission agreed to allow the Chairman to purchase a plaque for Dr. Justus honoring his 50 years of service in Linn 
County. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 8:00 AM Monday, July 17th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
J 



July 17, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 8:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Larry Hall asked the Clerk to add to last week’s minutes that the Commission agreed to allow him to purchase a plaque for Dr. Justus’s 50 
years of service as a doctor in Linn County.  The cost of the plaque was $32.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last 
regular meeting as amended.  Larry Hall seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $99,815.95; Employee Benefit, $51,981.48; Appraiser, 
$8,263.56; Rural Fire, $33,878.33; Road & Bridge, $32,145.42; 911 Telephone Tax, $1,651.77; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.23; and 
Elderly, $7,624.98.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-204 thru 208.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for June 2006. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for June 2006. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a list of expenses on the jail renovation.  The County has spent $246,415.13 on the jail as of July 10, 2006. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at 125 & Thomas Rd.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented the final plat for Gen’O Acres, a 3 lot subdivision.  The plat was approved by the Planning Commission by 
unanimous vote.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign the final plat for Gen’O Acres and to accept the accompanying right 
of way and grant of easements.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh then presented Lot Split #06-198 requested by Jesse & Connie Clay.  Larry Hall moved to approve Lot Split #06-198 and to 
accept the accompanying grant of easement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh then presented Lot Split #06-199 requested by Barbara Frakes.  Larry Hall moved to approve Lot Split #06-199 and to 
accept the accompanying grant of easement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh also presented Boundary Line Adjustment #06-05 requested by Earl & Dale Avery.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the 
grant of easement for Boundary Line Adjustment #06-05.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh then presented Boundary Line Adjustment #06-06 requested by Robert Zoller.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the grant of 
easement for Boundary Line Adjustment #06-06.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the Fire Marshall’s requirements for the jail.  The Fire Marshall stated that she could meet with the Commission 
on July 27th.  Herb Pemberton will contact the Fire Marshall to schedule a meeting. 
 
The Clerk presented bills for housing prisoners that the Sheriff’s Office has billed 3 times.  The Counselor will work on a procedure for 
handling the bills.   
 
Gary Thompson presented proposed Resolution #06-20 dissolving the Linn County Hospital District and Board and authorizing the transfer 
of Hospital District funds to the County General Fund.  Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-20.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-20: 

 
John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to work at the 4 State Farm Show.  The Commission agreed to allow Maloney to work 
at the Farm Show. 
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At 8:52 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:02 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 9:02 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss the 
acquisition of real estate.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor 
attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:12 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Jim Ferrante explained that putting an ambulance on the west side of the County would cost $120,000.00 plus $30,000.00 to add on to the 
Centerville Fire Station.  The Clerk stated that this along with the increase already approved for Emergystat would require the 2007 
Ambulance Budget to increase to $570,000.00.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Ambulance Budget in the amount of 
$570,000.00 ($185,000.00 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission then discussed the 2007 Sheriff’s Budget.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 Sheriff Budget in the amount 
of $1,065,653.00 ($50,165.00 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission then discussed the 2007 Health Budget.  Larry Hall suggested offering $75,000.00 to the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. 
for next year.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve $75,000.00 ($29,000.00 increase) for the 2007 Health Budget.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Clerk will notify SEK Multi-County Health Dept. 
 
The Commission then discussed the 2007 Contingency Budget.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve 2007 Contingency Budget in the 
amount of $650,000.00 ($50,000.00 increase).  This includes a new line item for Medical Facilities in the amount of $430,000.00, the 
amount that will be transferred from the Hospital Board Fund when it is dissolved.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve sending a letter to the Rural Fire Board of Trustees asking them to investigate the response, procedures, etc. 
at a recent fire scene.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mark Schuler presented the 2007 Extension Council Budget request in the amount of $121,300.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to tentatively 
approve the 2007 Extension Council Budget in the amount of $121,300.00 ($3,300.00 increase).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Schuler then presented the 2007 4-H Building Budget request in the amount of $19,000.00.  Schuler also asked the Commission to consider 
having the custodians do maintenance on the building.  Larry Hall moved to tentatively approve the 2007 4-H Building Budget in the 
amount of $19,000.00 ($10,000.00 increase).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:16 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the 2007 Appraiser’s Budget request.  Steve Thompson explained that he needs the number of staff that he 
requested in order to meet State requirements.  Donna Spencer addressed the Commission concerning temporary help, stating that they 
usually want full time employment and leave when you get them trained.  After lengthy discussion, Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively 
approve the 2007 Appraiser Budget in the amount of $300,000.00 ($15,000.00 increase).  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-1.  Larry Hall voted no. 
  
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, July 24th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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July 24, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 8:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. 
The motion passed 2-0. 
 
The Clerk read a thank you card from Dr. Justus for the plaque that he was given. 
 
The Clerk also read notices from the SEK Regional Juvenile Detention Center and the Sixth Judicial District Community 
Services concerning their upcoming meetings. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that there is a large sink hole near the La Cygne ambulance building and that the water 
meter cover is also missing from that location.  Herb Pemberton will check on the problems at the La Cygne ambulance 
building. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that he has received a listing of income and expenses for the Historical Society 
showing that their expenses exceeded there income last year by $6,484.61.   
 
The Clerk also stated that he does have the proof of insurance for the contractor that is building the new fire station in La 
Cygne. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-209 thru 210.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for June 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante informed the Commission that Roger Carbon has requested some dirt for the fair grounds, a maintainer and 
operator for the fair, and for John Maloney to spray for mosquitoes.  The Commission agreed to allow the work to help the 
Fair Board. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to reappoint Judy Houtman and Charlene Sims to Planning Commission.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  Houtman’s term will expire July 2008, and Sims’ term will expire July 2009. 
 
The Commission agreed to allow John Black to take bids for a footing for a building for storage of County equipment. 
 
Marilyn Augur informed the Commission that BC Construction submitted a letter stating that the cost of roofing materials 
have increased so he needs to increase his bid on the Pleasanton Senior Center roof by $486.64 to $11,198.11.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to increase the amount of BC Construction’s contract by $486.64 to $11,198.11 due to the increase of the cost of 
shingles.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Harry Wisdom informed the Commission that he needs to purchase 2 tractor tires.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve 
purchasing 2 tractor tires for Dist. #3 from Cross Midwest Tire for a total of $1,259.60.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
The Commission agreed to allow Marilyn Augur to attend the Kansas Public Transit Meeting in Wichita on Aug. 7, 8, & 9. 
 
Rubie Scott stated that the Commission tentatively approved the Road & Bridge Budget, but she was not sure about the 
amount that was approved for the 50/50 cost share program.  She would like to know if the approved budget for the 50/50 
cost share program includes all costs or just chip & seal.  The $50,000.00 in the budget is the cost of the 50/50 cost share 
program, $25,000.00 income would come from the property owners so the cost to the County would be $25,000.00.  This is 
the same as 2006. 
 



At 9:31 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 2-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:41 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 9:41 AM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 2-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session.  
 
At 9:46 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that they need to approve the area for the tire monofill at the landfill.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to allow the Vice Chairman to sign the certification for the application for the tire monofill.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie addressed the Commission concerning the Fire Dept. budget for 2007.  The tentative 
approval was for $430,900.00, same as 2006.  The Fire Board feels that the Fire Dept. needs to purchase 2 tankers.  This is 
supported by the Master Fire Plan for Linn County and the ISO representative.  It would take an increase in the Fire Budget 
to purchase the tankers, probably increasing the levy to 3.460 mills.  The Fire Board would like the Commission to 
reconsider the 2007 budget, increasing it to $539,700.00 for the purchase the 2 tankers.  John Morse stated that the older 
trucks are hard to find parts for.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively increase the 2007 Rural Fire Budget to $539,700.00.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Mike Gillespie also presented the Fire Dept. Guidelines for the Commission to sign.  The Clerk will bring it back next week 
for Larry Hall’s signature.   
 
Ed Andersen informed the Commission that the contractor on the new fire station informed him that we can save $1,000.00 
for rock because the County has already hauled in more than enough rock for the base.  The Clerk will ask the Counselor to 
draw up an addendum to the contract.  Later in the meeting the Counselor informed the Clerk that an addendum will not be 
necessary, we will just attach the signed statement from the contractor to the original contract. 
 
At 10:33 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a break until 10:45 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
2-0. 
 
Rick Freeman & Shawn Harding from HMN Architects addressed the Commission concerning the Fire Marshall’s 
requirements on the jail.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the proposal from HMN Architects at a cost not to exceed 
$15,000.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.   
 
Steve Thompson addressed the Commission concerning personnel for his office.  He interviewed last week for 2 positions in 
the Appraiser’s office.  Thompson would like to hire Cheryl Webber, Parker, and Erik Jaeger, Mound City.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to hire Cheryl Webber and Erik Jaeger as Data Collectors/Office Secretaries in the Appraiser’s Office at $10.19 per 
hour (Range 5, Step A).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  Both will take pre-employment 
physicals and will be on standard six month probation. 
 
The Clerk read correspondence between himself and Diane Bertone concerning the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  A letter 
dated July 18, 2006 from Bertone stated “that as of Friday, July 14, 2006, four (4) of the five (5) counties involved in the 
Health Department have passed resolutions in accordance with our founding documents to terminate this organization 
effective December 31, 2006.”  Jon Anderson BSN, RN, Public Health Nurse Specialist with KDHE introduced himself to 
the Commission.  He works with County Health Departments.  Mr. Anderson stated that the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. 
is meeting tonight at 6:30 PM.  Mr. Anderson also discussed services that need to be provided in the County.  Mr. Anderson 
is willing to help Linn County get set up to provide the necessary services to our residents.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
tentatively increase the 2007 Health Budget to $85,000.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold discussed the Dept. of Administration Economic Development Grant available for the Power Plant dam road.  
The grant application is due by August 1, 2006.   
 



Arnold also informed the Commission that he is in phase 2 of a marketing program that was paid by grant money.   
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Lot Split #06-199 requested by Dave Woodrum.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve Lot Split #06-199 
and accept the accompanying grant of easement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, July 31st.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk 



July 31, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $107,446.96; Employee Benefit, $57,064.41; 
Appraiser, $12,567.51; Rural Fire, $10,506.38; Road & Bridge, $36,610.70; Law Enforcement Trust, $47.00; Special Fire 
Equipment Replacement, $386.50; Hospital Board, $50.00; Crime Victim Assistance, $786.22; and Elderly, $8,853.38.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Gerry & Cynthia Smith are moving to Bourbon County and have resigned from the 
Potosi Township Board.  Gerry was the Clerk, that position will be elected this year.  Cynthia was the Trustee, that position 
will not be elected until 2008.  Ola May Earnest recommends appointing Roy Staton as the new Trustee.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to appoint Roy Staton as Potosi Township Trustee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that he has scheduled the canvass of the August 1, 2006 Primary Election at the end 
of next week’s Commission meeting.   
 
Jim Ferrante discussed increasing the spending limit to $1,000.00.  Larry Hall stated that he wants all departments to come in 
for approval by the Commission before making purchases over $1,000.00.  David Lamb stated that Elected Officials have the 
authority to spend their budgets without Commission approval.  Larry Hall stated that he was aware of that, but as a courtesy 
Elected Officials should come to the Commission anyway.  Herb Pemberton agreed.  Jim Ferrante moved to increase the 
spending limit from $500.00 to $1,000.00 with the understanding that all departments must get approval from the 
Commission before making purchases.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
County Treasurer Carmen Self presented the YTD Interest Report and Report of Delinquent Taxes.  Second quarter interest 
income was $88,329.11, and the YTD interest income was $162,767.68.  (Last year’s interest amounts were $47,874.48 for 
the second quarter and $82,844.95 for YTD at 6/30/05.)  Delinquent Real Estate Taxes as of 6/30/06 are $272,967.10, and 
Delinquent Personal Property Taxes as of 6/30/06 are $69,846.53. 
 
The Clerk presented the 2007 County Budget and 2007 Rural Fire Budget for approval to publish the Notice of Budget 
Hearing.  The Budget Hearing will be held on August 14, 2006 at 10:00 AM.  The Clerk explained that the budget as 
tentatively approved will require an increase of 1.987 mills in the County levy and .507 mills in the Rural Fire levy for a total 
increase of 2.494 mills.  The Clerk also explained that the cash carryover in most of the funds was better than expected, 
interest income was up, and MV/RV taxes were up in the Road & Bridge Fund due to this year’s levy increase.  All of these 
items helped hold down the mill levy for next year.  The Clerk stated that the General Fund had the largest levy increase 
(2.891 mills) partially due to the salary adjustments that were given to offset the employee contributions to the health 
insurance plan, but the Employee Benefit Fund was reduced by the amount of employee contributions.  The other large item 
that increased the General Fund was $150,000.00 for the ambulance for the west side of the County.  The Clerk also stated 
that the 2006 Rural Fire Budget will need to be amended by $105,000.00 because of the carryover for the new Fire Station, 
grant money received, and insurance proceeds from the tanker that burned.  Larry Hall made several suggestions to cut the 
proposed budget including only paving one mile of 1700 Road next year, not buying 2 tankers, and cutting $50,000.00 from 
the Contingency line item in the General Fund.  Herb Pemberton stated that the proposal from the Fire Dept. is for used 
tankers.  Jim Ferrante stated that Mound City, Pleasanton, and La Cygne do not pay Rural Fire tax and that we need to have 
an agreement with those Cities.  Jim Ferrante also mentioned that if we cut out the 50/50 Cost Share plan we could save 
$25,000.00 in next year’s Road & Bridge Budget.  Herb Pemberton stated that he would like to compare mill levies with 
surrounding Counties.  Larry Hall stated that someone in his district suggested using the backup ambulance on the west side 
of the County for 12 hours a day as a trial to see if it is needed.  The Commission stated that they would like to have the Road 
Foremen and the Fire Board come to the Commission and explain their budget needs.  The Clerk reminded the Commission 
that they could still decrease the budget after it is published, but they cannot increase it.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve 
publishing the Notice of Budget Hearing for the 2007 County Budget and the 2007 Rural Fire Budget as presented.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Budget Hearing is scheduled for August 14th at 10:00 AM. 



 
At 10:40 AM Jim Ferrante moved to take a 10 minute break.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #0406313 requested by Lawrence and Krista Henry for a Commercial Archery Hunting Area.  
The Planning Commission recommended approving the CUP by a 6-1 vote and made the following findings: 1) Hunting is 
commonly conducted in the rural areas of the County and therefore would conform to uses which are common on nearby 
properties, 2) The property is suitable for the proposed use, 3) The proposed use is somewhat agricultural oriented and 
therefore conforms with the Comprehensive Plan, and 4) The proposed use will not detrimentally affect the existing 
infrastructure at the site.  The Commission has reviewed the comments made by an adjoining landowner.  The Planning 
Commission also recommended the following Conditions: 1) Permit to operate this commercial hunting area and associated 
building shall be valid for a period not to exceed 4 years, 2) Onsite parking shall be provided to accommodate 6 vehicles, 3) 
The proposed bunkhouse shall meet all requirements of the Linn County Sanitation Code, 4) All areas which contain animals 
for hunting or breeding shall be fenced with high tensile woven wire wildlife fencing suitable for containment for the animals 
involved and shall be a minimum of 8 feet in height, 5) Applicant shall provide the Linn County Planning and Zoning Office 
with an annual report of a) Number and type of animals harvested at this site, b) Number and type of animals kept at this site, 
c) Proof of conformance with all State and Federal requirements, d) Number of hunters who used this facility, e) Number of 
times any animal escaped the containment and a written explanation of the circumstances surrounding it’s escape, f) A report 
on the number of animals which died at the site for reasons other than hunting and an explanation of their demise, g) Proof of 
purchase that the animals involved in this use were purchased from a licensed vendor, and h) The name and number of the 
certified veterinarian who is responsible for the health of the animals, 6) All animals purchased for this use shall be obtained 
from a licensed vendor, and 7) This Conditional Use Permit is limited for the hunting of sheep, goats, and animals of the 
cervidae family and shall be for archery hunting only.  After considering the findings and conditions listed by the Planning 
Commission, Larry Hall moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #0406313.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Larry Hall then moved to adopt Resolution #06-21.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-21: 

 
 
Gary Thompson read a letter from BC Construction requesting an increase on the price of the roof of the Pleasanton Senior 
Center due to increased prices in roofing materials and presented a revised agreement with the requested increase.  The 
Commission had approved the increase at last week’s meeting.  Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the 
revised agreement with BC Construction.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that he will be gone next week. 



 
At 11:06 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:21 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:21 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:31 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken at this time. 
 
Larry Hall then excused himself from the meeting.  Jim Ferrante moved to file an appeal of the District Court decision 
regarding John Sutherland’s determination as to the recall petition.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 2-0.  Gary Thompson explained that when a recall petition is filed, the first step is to have the form of the petition 
filed approved by the County Attorney.  The County Attorney determined that the standards of the new law from 2003 were 
not met and he denied the petition.  Gary Thompson represented the County, because the action was filed against the County 
Attorney and the County Clerk.  The Judge found that the petition as presented was not sufficient, but if one allegation was 
removed it would be sufficient.  Thompson stated that it is the opinion of this Commission, the Kansas League of 
Municipalities and the Kansas School Board Association that the law changed significantly in 2003 and that is why the 
County is appealing the Judge’s decision.  Gary Thompson also stated that he is not representing Larry Hall, he is 
representing the County.  Larry Hall would be free to hire his own legal council to represent him in the recall.  The Clerk 
stated that he was named as a defendant but that he did not request an appeal. 
 
Donna Thomas gave the Commission an update on emergency preparedness with regard to the Health Dept.  On July 20th 
Bernard Streeter, David Lamb, Robert Maloney, and Donna Thomas attended a table top exercise in Iola on Pandemic 
Influenza.  This was in preparation for an exercise on Aug. 31st.   
 
Larry Hall asked if Donna Thomas had any information on the dissolution of the SEK Multi-County Health Department?  
Thomas did not have any new information.  Jon Anderson informed the Commission that he attended the SEK Multi-County 
Health Dept. meeting last Monday night.  The SEK Multi-County Health Dept. Board did not indicate that they were open to 
any other discussion with Linn County.   
 
Larry Hall asked the Clerk for copies of the bills that he allegedly approved in June of 2005, information on the purchase of 
the rock rake in Feb. 2006, and copies of petition and sponsors.  The Clerk informed Commissioner Hall that since this would 
be a personal request for open records, he should make a written open records request and pay the appropriate fees.  
Commission Hall stated that he would make the request and pay the fees. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, August 7th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      



August 7, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; and 
David Lamb, County Clerk. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #1 located at 1950 & Taylor Rd.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris asked the Commission to purchase 19 posts to use for putting up a building at La Cygne.  Morris could get the posts from a 
supplier out of the County for $1,645.00.  The Commission stated that they would like to purchase locally if possible.  Larry Hall moved to 
approve the purchase of 19 posts at an amount not to exceed $1,850.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Black presented a bid for footings for the building at Pleasanton.  The only bid received was from Nation Contracting in the amount of 
$7,942.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the bid from Nation Contracting in the amount of $7,942.00.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Marvin Stites informed the Commission that he received an email from HMN Architects with a fire code footprint for the jail.   
 
Sheriff Stites also informed the Commission that his copier is not working well.  He would like to lease a new copier for $150.54 per month.  
The Commission had no objections to leasing the new copier. 
 
Cheyenne Beiseigel asked the Commission who was responsible for mowing the ditches in front of his property?  The Commission stated 
that it was the County’s responsibility.  The Commission instructed Harry Wisdom to take care of mowing the ditches. 
 
The Clerk gave the Chairman a letter from Larry Chapman.  The Chairman read the letter from Chapman, stating that he was resigning 
immediately from the Fire Board.  The Chairman stated that he hated to see Chapman resign. 
 
The Commission discussed taking bids for some of the required work at the jail.  Herb Pemberton will ask the Sheriff to contact the HMN 
Architects about taking bids for the work. 
 
Larry Hall gave a presentation on the budget.  Commissioner Hall suggested purchasing the maintainer for Road Dist. #2 this year, making 
the down payment from the Special Machinery Fund, and then making the yearly payments from the Dist. #2 Capital Outlay line item.  Hall 
also discussed the cost of cover material for roads.  Dan Morris stated that some of the increased cost is because we are using hot mix 
instead of mixing our own cold mix.  Hall stated that we are budgeting 1000 to 1400 tons more cover material for next year.  Hall then 
discussed each Road District’s budget, suggesting reductions in each district.  Overall, Hall suggested cutting $331,000.00 from the 
proposed Road & Bridge Budget, making the total increase $365,057.00.  Mary Grosshart stated that John Byington had previously reported 
that he was going to be short on funds this year in the All District Budget.  Ed McGrew stated that our proposed County mill levy is 43.8, up 
from 41.4 this year (the mill levies listed by McGrew include the Rural Fire District, which does not cover the whole County).  Miami 
County did not increase their levy of 38 mills.  Herb Pemberton stated that Miami County had a tremendous increase in valuation.  McGrew 
also stated that the proposed increase for the Road & Bridge Budget of $702,000.00, The Appraiser Budget of $300,000.00, and Rural Fire 
Budget of $539,700.00 should be held down.  Larry Hall stated that he can only support the 15% increase that he proposed for Road & 
Bridge, not the 28% that was tentatively approved.  Hall also stated that he cannot support the increase in the Rural Fire Budget.  Hall also 
stated that we should make the position in the Appraiser’s office temporary until he gets caught up.   
 
Ann Brown, Deputy Appraiser, stated that one of the people that Appraiser Steve Thompson offered the job to had decided not to take the 
job.  Brown and Thompson looked over the applications and decided on another applicant to offer the job to.  Brown explained that they are 
behind and need the additional person.  Brown also stated that the increased fuel costs caused some of the increase in the Appraiser budget.  
Brown also informed the Commission that she and Pam Cannon are planning on attending a mapping conference around the 1st of October. 
 
Jim Ferrante explained that $160,000.00 of the increase in the General Fund was due to salary increases approved by the Commission.  The 
Ambulance budget includes $150,000.00 for a west side ambulance.  The Sheriff Budget increased $50,000.00.  Jim Ferrante suggested 
cutting a car from the Sheriff’s budget, reducing it approximately $25,000.00.  The Contingency budget increased $50,000.00 but 
$430,000.00 is from Hospital Board funds.  The Health budget went up $39,000.00, and Road & Bridge went up $702,000.00.  
Commissioner Ferrante stated that Road & Bridge Capital Outlay is a little rich.  Ferrante also suggested not offering the 50/50 Cost Share 
Plan next year.  Ferrante suggested saving money from capital outlay and using it to pave more of 1700 Road.  Ferrante also stated that 
some of the increased cost in Road & Bridge is due to the engineer that we hired to due the planning for 1700 Road.  Ferrante also stated 
that 40% of our entire budget is for salaries and benefits.  Ferrante stated that we need to make sure that we properly appraise property so 
we can bring in the tax dollars that we should bring in.  Infrastructure is important to the County, we need to spend the money in Rural Fire 
for the 2 tankers.  Ferrante also stated that Mound City, Pleasanton, and La Cygne do not pay Rural Fire tax but they get the benefit of 
reduced insurance costs due to the support of the Rural Fire Dept.   
 
Mrs. Robbins asked why we have to pay for the family on the health insurance?  Herb Pemberton stated that it is an incentive to get the 
employees to stay at their jobs for a lower pay.  Robbins also stated that she lives 3 miles out of town and does not get a reduction on her 
insurance premiums.   
 
Herb Pemberton stated that he will make comments at the Budget Hearing next week. 
 
At 10:29 AM the Commission opened bids for the roof on the Attorney’s building.  Bids received were: Woodrum & Associates, $8,826.85; 
L & E Enterprises, $10,305.85; and Double K Construction, $7,400.00.  The Commission will have Jerry Bedgood review the bids and 
make a recommendation next week. 
 
At 10:35 AM Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn the Board of Commission meeting and reconvene as the Board of Canvassers.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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Deputy Election Officer Dee George read the County machine print out results as the Board of Canvassers compared the results to the 
Abstract Book.  The Board of Canvassers then reviewed the write-in totals and compared them to the Abstract Book. 
 
The Board of Canvassers then reviewed the 29 Provisional Ballots and 1 Advance Ballot that was received late.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
accept the recommendation of the Election Officer to not count 1 advance ballot received late, not count 6 provisional ballots, and to count 
the remaining 23 provisional ballots.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
At 11:30 AM the Board of Canvassers went to the Courthouse to run the provisional ballots through the ballot scanner, after which the 
Board of Canvassers certified the total election results. 
 
At the end of the canvass Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, August 14th for their regular Commission meeting.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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August 14, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $161,073.21; Appraiser, $68.00; Rural Fire, $18,017.13; Road 
& Bridge, $192,469.26; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,305.93; Crime Victim Assistance, $5,000.00; Elderly, $21,154.06; Economic Development 
Grant, $3,333.33; and Special Park & Recreation, $4,800.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Lot Split #06-200 requested by Mattie Lou Webster.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve Lot Split #06-200 and to 
accept the accompanying grant of easement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Harvey Taylor addressed the Commission concerning the Night Out Against Crime on Sept. 30, 2006.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve 
paying $2,000.00 to fund the Night Out Against Crime.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jerry Bedgood presented bids for roofing the County Attorney’s building.  Bedgood recommended accepting the bid from Woodrum & 
Associates in the amount of $8,826.85 because Double K Construction did not specify the work to be done.  Larry Hall stated that he would 
rather accept the low bid from Double K Construction since all bidders were given a copy of the specs. and Double K’s bid states “work 
done according to specs.”  After discussion, Jerry Bedgood recommended accepting the bid from Double K Construction in the amount of 
$7,400.00.  Larry Hall moved to award the bid to Double K Construction.  Jim Ferrante suggested adding a time limit for the work.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission asked Jerry Bedgood to contact Double K Construction to get a 
schedule and proposed time to complete the work. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission about a preconstruction conference with KDOT on August 24th at 10:00 AM in Chanute 
concerning the highway construction through the wildlife area near Trading Post.  Robinson would like to attend the conference.  The 
Commission agreed to allow Robinson to attend the conference.  Larry Hall is also planning on attending. 
 
Robinson also discussed wireless 911.  Robinson stated that there is a problem within the lake developments because of nonconforming 
addressing.  The County would need to readdress the lake developments to make wireless 911 work.  Robinson stated that there is a grant 
available with an application deadline of Sept. 1, 2006 to help with the cost of readdressing.  The Commission instructed Robinson to apply 
for the grant and get bids for the project.  The Commission would also like to know what surrounding Counties are doing concerning 
wireless 911.   
 
Joe Maloney updated the Commission on the truck that Custom Truck is working on.  The bills on the ‘96 Ford total over $5,000.00 so far.   
 
Maloney also informed the Commission that he has a new screening log sheet that he must keep for the State on the CD Landfill.  Maloney 
believes that this is the first step toward requiring someone to be on duty in the CD Landfill area at all times. 
 
John Black informed the Commission that dump truck #210 has broken springs.  He can have it fixed for $3,250.00.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to take the truck to Midway Ford for repairs in the amount of $3,250.00.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve ordering diesel for Road Dist. #2 from Eldon Lanham for approximately $22,000.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton asked Gary Thompson if we could return the money to the landowners that paid for the 50/50 cost share on 1050 Road and 
Massey Road?  Pemberton stated that he believes it is not feasible to blacktop the road.  After discussion, no action was taken. 
 
At 10:03 AM the Chairman opened the Budget Hearing for the 2007 County & Rural Fire budgets.  The Chairman asked for comments 
from the public on the budget.  Larry Hall showed the audience a document concerning taxes in Kansas vs. other States, showing that 
Kansas is taxed higher than many States.  Ed Samyn asked if the 50/50 Cost Share Program is still in the budget?  It is at this time.  Samyn 
stated that he would like to see it taken out.  Rose Smith stated that she agrees with Samyn.  Richard Wilson stated that the 50/50 Cost Share 
should not be in the budget.  Steve Riley stated that if we don’t cancel the 50/50 Cost Share, it should be 50% of the total cost.  Rubie Scott 
stated that she agrees with Mr. Riley.  Ed Self stated that he agrees with Mr. Samyn.  Ellie Davey asked what the total increase was in the 
Road & Bridge budget?  At this time it is $702,486.00.  Davey stated that it is more than originally asked for by the Road & Bridge Dept.  
Mary Grosshart asked if the main increase in Road & Bridge was for fuel, the 5 Year Program, and materials?  The Commission stated that 
it was for those reasons.  Pat Trask asked if there is anything in the budget for maintaining the roads that the State is turning over to the 
County?  Larry Hall and Larry Robinson have met with KDOT and are working with KDOT to keep costs under control.  Trask asked if 
there is a list of roads that will be turned over to the County.  The County does have a list.  Herb Pemberton stated that there are 
approximately 33 miles of extra roads that we will receive from the State.  Larry Robinson stated that he did budget $5,000.00 for signs for 
the new roads, but we have not budgeted for maintenance on the roads yet.  Herb Pemberton stated that he is concerned about 2200 Road, 
the Power Plant Dam Road.  Pemberton stated that 2200 Road has over 1400 vehicles day, but we have not budgeted for repairs to the road.  
Mary Gilkinson asked if any agreement had been reached on cutting budgets?  The Commission stated that they are discussing it today.  Ed 
Samyn asked what had been approved for the Economic Development Budget?  It was approved with a $5,000.00 decrease.  Samyn stated 
that they should cut out the Economic Development Dept. and use that money for the Road & Bridge Dept.  Tommy Tuggle asked how 
much was in the Rural Fire Budget?  Currently it is $539,700.00, up from $430,900.00.  Herb Pemberton stated that the increase was due to 
costs of completing the building in La Cygne, lots of fires this year, and purchasing two tankers next year.  Larry Hall stated that the Rural 
Fire Budget shouldn’t be over $438,000.00.  Larry Hall then showed a copy of a proposal that Bernard Streeter made last year, stating that 
under current conditions, he could get 2 tankers in 2007, 7 grass trucks in 2008, etc. without raising the budget over $450,000.00.  Ed 
Samyn stated that the Chief needed to stick to his numbers.  John Morse asked what the increase in Fire levy would be if all the cities paid 
Rural Fire tax?  It would be approximately .2 mills.  Jim Ferrante stated that the County is working on a 50/50 grant that would pay for one 
of the tankers.  Richard Wilson asked how much it costs for 1 tanker?  Bernard Streeter stated that he found a 1999 tanker for $79,000.00.  
Steve Johnson stated that his insurance agent told him that his insurance rating wouldn’t change if he lived more than 3 minutes from a fire 
station.  Donna Spencer asked how we would decide who got the tanker if we only purchased one?  Rose Smith asked how much of the 
Road & Bridge Budget was for gravel roads?  Smith also asked why rock is graded into the ditch?  Ed Samyn stated that at some times of 
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the year, we need to have rock at the side of the road.  Another questions from the audience was does any of the delinquent tax get 
collected?  The Commission stated that it does.  Steve Riley stated that a 4 inch base will not hold up on 1700 Road.  John Byington stated 
that the proposal for 1700 Road includes an 8 inch base and a 2 inch overlay.  Steve Riley asked when the work would start?  We are 
currently in the planning stages for that road.  Steve Johnson stated that we have a terrible problem with noxious weeds and nothing is being 
done about it.  Lake Chaparral resident Bob Woodard asked for help from the County on their entrance road.  Larry Robinson stated that it 
is a private road.  Richard Wilson stated that if there is money for a building (Rural Fire) that isn’t being built, the money should be taken 
out of the budget.  The Commission stated that the building is being built.  Tommy Tuggle asked if our property value was going up?  
Overall for the County, valuations are up.  Herb Pemberton stated that the mill levies for surrounding Counties this year are: Bourbon 
County, 48.2796; Miami County, 38.724; Anderson County, 65.481; and Linn County is 38.600. 
 
At 11:03 AM the Commission took a 15 minute break. 
 
Herb Pemberton stated that after the 4 hour special meeting, the Road & Bridge Budget increase was $702,486.00.  Pemberton does not see 
how we can reduce that amount.  Pemberton also stated that the cost of patrol cars is going up, so we should not cut one of the cars from the 
Sheriff Budget.  Pemberton stated that he does not see where we can cut any budgets. 
 
Jim Ferrante suggested cutting the 50/50 Cost Share Program from the Road & Bridge Budget.  Ferrante also would like to cut $35,000.00 
from Road & Bridge Contractual and $148,000.00 from Road & Bridge Capital Outlay.  Ferrante then stated that he would like to cut the 
Sheriff Budget by $25,000.00 for 1 car and $5,000.00 for utilities.  Ferrante would also like to cut the Rural Fire Budget to $459,700.00 
because of a grant that could pay for 1 tanker.  The other option would be to leave the expenditures the same and increase the income for the 
amount of the grant. 
 
Larry Hall then suggested cutting the Road & Bridge Budget by $331,000.00.  Hall showed the examples that he used last week for cutting 
the budget. 
 
After lengthy discussion, Larry Hall moved to reduce the tentatively approved Road & Bridge Budget by $215,000.00 (including the 50/50 
Cost Share Program and Capital Outlay), reduce the Sheriff Budget by $25,000.00 (Capital Outlay for 1 vehicle), and reduce the Rural Fire 
Budget by $80,000.00 (Capital Outlay for 1 tanker).  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Larry Hall moved to appoint Bryan Inman to the Rural Fire Board of Trustees to replace Larry Chapman who submitted his resignation last 
week.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that they had not accepted Larry Chapman’s resignation yet.  Larry Hall then moved to accept the 
resignation of Larry Chapman from the Rural Fire Board of Trustees.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-22 to allow for increased taxes for Linn County for 2007.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-22: 

 
 
 
Larry Hall then moved to approve the 2007 Linn County & Linn County Rural Fire District #1 Budgets as amended by the previous motion.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to reappoint Dave Berglund to the Planning Commission.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for July 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for July 2006. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he has received a check from Ken Baugh for rent on the hay ground.  The agreement with Baugh 
states that he will pay $7.35 per bale.  Baugh made 44 bales this year, but since the production was so low, he sent a check for $400.00 
instead of the required $323.40, stating that “I believe a minimum of at least $400.00, due to acreage, would only be fair.”  Jim Ferrante 
moved to repay the difference of $76.60 to Ken Baugh.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
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The Clerk presented a bill from Jerry Roper for the lot lease at the Mound City Clinic in the amount of $900.00 for 1 year.  Larry Hall 
moved to approve paying the lot lease.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a copy of correspondence from FireDynamics concerning the jail repairs.  Herb Pemberton will contact 
HMN Architects to check on the progress of the projects on the jail.  The Commission opened a bid from Nation Contracting for the 
sidewalk and gates at the jail in the amount of $2,025.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the bid from Nation Contracting in the amount 
of $2,025.00.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a letter from Marilyn Augur concerning out of town meetings on August 16 & November 15.  The Clerk 
also reported that Augur has received the signed contract from BC Construction for the work on the Pleasanton Senior Center. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he received a statement from KCamp showing the total payout for the hail damage.  If the County 
keeps 2 vehicles that are totaled, the payout would be $40,228.09.  If the County does not keep the vehicles, the payout would be 
$42,040.59.  Larry Hall moved to keep the vehicles and accept the payout of $40,228.09.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to sign the contract with Nation Contracting for the concrete footing and 24” base wall on the building at Road 
District #2.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that the next SEK County Officials meeting will be Sept. 28th in Girard.  The Clerk needs to tell 
Crawford County how many will attend the meeting by Sept. 4th. 
 
John Maloney informed the Commission that he will be working with USDA on noxious weeds.  Maloney also informed the Commission 
that he has had some equipment problems 
 
At 1:13 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss personnel 
issues relating to a non-elected employee.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and John 
Maloney attended the executive session. 
 
At 1:18 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, August 21st.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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August 21, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $126,888.63; Employee Benefit, $42,615.59; 
Appraiser, $9,354.15; Rural Fire, $39,544.41; Road & Bridge, $54,069.66; Crime Victim Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, 
$8,844.26; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission signed the 2007 Linn County & Rural Fire Budget that was approved last week. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for July 2006. 
 
Harry Wisdom presented a quote for guardrail for a bridge.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing guardrail for a bridge 
in the amount of $8,232.70 from Welborn Sales, Inc., Salina, KS.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney discussed the Terracon bills.  Maloney stated that Terracon agreed to start itemizing their bills.  Terracon also 
stated that there will probably be one more bill.   
 
Maloney asked if the Commission would consider buying safety boots for the employees at the landfill.  The boots would 
cost around $130.00 to $140.00 per pair.  Jim Ferrante asked Maloney to check and see if other Counties are supplying safety 
boots.   
 
Larry Hall informed Maloney that he has received complaints from people that live near the landfill concerning debris on the 
roads.  Maloney stated that they tell everyone to tarp their loads, tell people that lost the debris to pick it up if they know who 
lost the debris, and the Solid Waste employees pick up the debris when they are aware of it.  Larry Hall asked Maloney to 
drive the roads morning and evening to look for debris. 
 
John Byington informed the Commission of damage to Valley Road resulting from truck traffic due to KDOT rerouting 
traffic off of Highway 69.  The Commission stated that Byington and Larry Robinson should contact KDOT concerning 
repairs to the road. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a permit to bury telephone cable requested by Peoples Telecom located at 2200 Road & 
Illiff Road.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow John Black to lease purchase a maintainer, using $17,000.00 from the special equipment fund and 
then make payments from Dist. #2 on the lease purchase for 5 years.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by Anderson County RWD #1 located at 1150 Road & K7 
Highway.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by Anderson County RWD #1 located at 113 Main St., 
Centerville.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall discussed the 1050 Road project.  Hall stated that 1050 Road is ready for surfacing, the rocks have been removed.  
Hall commended John Black for the work that has been done on 1050 Road.   
 
Marilyn Augur asked the Commission to hire Nancy Ekengren as a Substitute Van Driver at $8.00 per hour.  Larry Hall 
moved to hire Nancy Ekengren as a Substitute Van Driver @ $8.00 per hour pending the outcome of her pre-employment 
tests.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
Augur also addressed the Commission concerning carrying concealed weapons.  Augur stated that the law allows for a 
County policy prohibiting concealed weapons on our premises or in our vehicles.  The Clerk suggested adopting a policy for 
all County property.   
 
Augur also discussed our Drug & Alcohol Testing procedures concerning negative dilutes.  Gary Thompson recommends 
retesting on all negative dilutes.  Larry Hall moved to require retesting on all negative dilute specimens.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:16 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor and then reconvene at 10:35 AM after taking a 
break.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, John Maloney, and the 
County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:21 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission then took a break until 10:35 AM. 
 
At 10:35 AM the Commission opened bids for propane for the next year.  Bids received were:  United Cooperatives (New 
Horizon), $1.35 per gallon; Heartland Propane, $1.52 per gallon; C & J Propane, Inc., $1.50 per gallon; and Ferrellgas, $1.42 
per gallon.  Herb Pemberton moved to accept the low bid from New Horizon (United Cooperatives) in the amount of $1.35 
per gallon.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Harden, BG Consultants addressed the Commission concerning the 1700 Road project.  Larry Robinson suggested 
starting the paving on the west end of the road and to start replacing culverts on the east end at the same time.  The 
Commission agreed that we should start the paving project on the west end of the road.   
 
Bill Van Kirk, Sixth Judicial District Community Services, addressed the Commission concerning an unexpended funds 
proposal.  Jim Ferrante moved to allow the Chairman to sign the proposal as presented by Van Kirk.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission opened a bid from Nation Contracting for sidewalk, ADA ramp, and repair of steps on the Courthouse and 
Jail in the amount of $2,025.00.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the bid from Nation Contracting in the amount of $2,025.00.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Steve Davis, HMN Architects, addressed the Commission concerning the work at the jail.  HMN Architects have sent a letter 
to the Fire Marshall stating the proposed repairs and are waiting for a reply.  The Commission agreed that Larry Hall will be 
the contact person for the Commission concerning this project. 
 
Fire Board Member John Morse addressed the Commission concerning leftover grant funds ($5,000.00) from the Wellness & 
Fitness Grant.  The Fire Board recommended spending the leftover funds on hoses & nozzles.  The Fire Board received 2 
bids:  Jerry Ingram, $7,887.25, and Conrad Fire, $7,420.00.  The Fire Board recommended accepting the bid from Jerry 
Ingram Fire in the amount of $7,887.25 because Conrad Fire did not meet the bid specs.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the 
purchase from Jerry Ingram Fire in the amount of $7,887.25.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign the contract with Double K Construction for the roof on the County 
Attorney building.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Counselor presented copies of an Attorney General’s Opinion concerning our fees for prisoners.  Our policy does meet 
the required standards. 
 
The Counselor also informed the Commission that he has filed the appeal in the McClain vs. Linn County case.   
 
At 11:45 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante, Herb Pemberton, the Clerk and Counselor attended the executive session. 



 
At Noon the executive session ended.   
 
At Noon Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 2-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:10 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
Steve Riley stated that as a taxpayer in Linn County, he would like to see all the arguing between the Commission stop, and 
there should be no more discussion about 1050 Road. 
 
The Commission announced that they will probably all attend a meeting on October 11, 2006 concerning Court security.  The 
Clerk will notify the newspapers in writing that the Commission may attend the meeting.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to inform Judge Smith that the County is interested in including our prisoner reimbursements in the 
collection process to be negotiated with an outside collection agency.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed increasing jury fees and also discussed the mileage reimbursement rate.  The Commission agreed 
to discuss these topics next week. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, August 28th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



August 28, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton suggested removing one line from last week’s minutes.  Larry Hall also added a comment asking Joe 
Maloney to drive roads morning and evening to look for debris.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last 
regular meeting as amended.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-211 thru 214.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to reschedule the next regular Commission meeting to Tuesday, Sept. 5th, due to the Labor Day 
holiday.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Byington informed the Commission that Wade Quarries has base rock available for the 1700 Road project.  Byington 
would like to go ahead and purchase the base rock from Wade Quarries.  Jim Ferrante moved to inform Wade Quarries that 
we intend to purchase approximately 11,000 tons of base rock for next year’s 1700 Road project.  The County does have 
funds budgeted for the project for next year.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Byington also asked about bidding cover material for next year.  There have been problems with the production by the 
quarries in the past.   
 
Dennis Arnold updated the Commission on his travel plans for the next month: August 29th in Leavenworth and Sept. 11th & 
12th in Wichita.  Commission agreed to allow Arnold to attend the out of County meetings. 
 
At 9:31 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Dennis Arnold attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:41 the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented bills for the Centerville Sewer Project for June, July, and part of August in the amounts of 
$48,136.00 from Tom Adams Construction and $1,740.24 from Shafer, Kline, & Warren.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve 
the bills and allow Jim Ferrante to sign the approvals for payment.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Rezoning Case #Z0706187 and CUP #0706314 requested by Joe Pointer for rezoning from the A-
Agriculture District to the HR-Highway Retail District and for a CUP for Outdoor Storage.  The Planning Commission 
recommended approval of both items by an 8-0 vote.  The Planning Commission’s findings for the CUP are as follows: 1) 
Application fits the character of the neighborhood, 2) The subject property is suitable for the proposed use, 3) The proposed 
use will not detrimentally affect the surrounding properties, and 4) The proposed use conforms with the Linn County 
Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning Commission also recommended the following conditions for the CUP: 1) A living visual 
screen is to be placed around the storage area to block the view from all public roads, 2) The storage area shall be covered 
with an all weather surface, 3) The use shall be maintained in conformance with the submitted Conceptual Plan, and 4) The 
storage area shall be no larger than shown on the submitted Conceptual Plan.  After considering the findings and conditions 
listed by the Planning Commission, Larry Hall moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and 
approve Rezoning Case #Z0706187 and adopt Resolution #06-23 and approve CUP #0706314 and adopt Resolution #06-24.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following are copies of Resolutions #06-23 and #06-24: 



 
At 10:02 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Fire Board Chairman Mike Gillespie attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:17 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:17 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:32 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Gillespie also asked the Commission for a copy of the cover sheet for the Fire Dept. Standard Operating Guidelines.  Larry 
Hall signed the cover sheet and gave it to Gillespie. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to increase the mileage rate from $.37 to $.44.5 and to follow the Federal Mileage rate in the future.  
Larry Hall stated that he is not in favor of tying our mileage rate to the Federal Rate.  The motion died for lack of a second.  
Herb Pemberton moved to increase the County mileage rate to $.44.5 effective September 1, 2006.  Larry Hall seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed increasing the jury fees.  Larry Hall suggested increasing jury fees to $20.00 per day.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to increase jury fees to $20.00 per day effective January 1, 2007.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  After 
discussion Larry Hall withdrew his second and Herb Pemberton withdrew the motion.  Jim Ferrante then moved to increase 
jury fees to $20.00 for the first day and $30.00 per day for subsequent days effective January 1, 2007.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante read a letter from Falcon Ridge Field Services requesting permission to plant a tree on the Courthouse grounds 
in memory of Richard Wurtz.  Jim Ferrante moved to allow for the planting of a tree as a living memorial to Richard J. 
Wurtz.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The County will choose the type of tree and the 
location it is planted. 
 
Larry Hall gave an update on the jail from HMN Architects.  The Fire Marshall has been contacted but no date has been set 
for approval of the proposal.   



 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission of a KDOT meeting concerning the new Marais Des Cygne bridge at La Cygne.  
The meeting will be held at the La Cygne Community Building on September 12, 2006 at 10:30 AM. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to authorize the Chairman to sign the contract with Nation Contracting that was approved last week.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson also presented a letter to the Fair Board concerning spraying services at the Fair Grounds.  The County will 
no longer provide any spraying services at the Fair Grounds due to liability and licensing concerns.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to approve sending the letter.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante discussed the County Health Dept.  Ferrante stated that some people are concerned that the County will no 
longer provide Health Dept. services.  Ferrante stated that Donna Thomas has provided information concerning the Health 
Dept. services, showing that the County will still provide Health Dept. services. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, September 5th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 
 



September 5, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $83,891.25; Employee Benefit, $48,865.08; 
Appraiser, $10,631.21; Rural Fire, $9,030.76; Road & Bridge, $32,096.08; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,292.46; Hospital Board, 
$1,002.10; Crime Victim Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, $9,915.25; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris informed the Commission that the skid loader needs new rubber tracks.  New tracks will cost $5,667.32.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to allow Morris to purchase the rubber tracks for $5,667.32.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney gave the Commission a draft copy that Terracon prepared to send to the State to apply for our permit. 
 
Maloney also informed the Commission that he received the bill from Custom Truck for repairing the Ford truck in the 
amount of $8,800.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve paying the Custom Truck bill in the amount of $8,800.00.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall asked Maloney about the overtime on Saturdays.  Maloney stated that he has cut the overtime in half.  Maloney 
will look into cutting more of the overtime.  Herb Pemberton asked Maloney to look into buying a tractor trailer for hauling 
trash, to see if it would be feasible.   
 
At 9:36 AM at the request of Dennis Arnold, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into 
executive session for 10 minutes to discuss trade secrets of a corporation.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Dennis Arnold attended the executive session.  
 
At 9:46 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At 9:47 AM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 9:57 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the SEK County Officials meeting in Crawford County has been rescheduled to 
October 19, 2006. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a printout showing the actual cost of the health insurance for the plan year that ended 
7/31/06.  The actual cost for the year was $701,273.63, expected cost was $790,459.46, and maximum cost was $988,074.33.  
The average cost per employee for the year was $7,012.74. 
 
The Clerk also gave the Commission copies of the 2005 audit.  The Commission asked the Clerk to schedule a time for Terry 
Sercer to present the audit to the Commission. 
 
The Counselor presented correspondence concerning an alleged ADA violation at Lake Chaparral.  Herb Pemberton moved 
that based on Andy Mayhugh’s investigation, no further action needs to be taken in this matter and instructed the Counselor 
to send a letter of explanation to the Attorney General.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante read a letter from the Kansas Water Office concerning the Marais Des Cygne Basin Advisory Committee.  
Frank Grosshart is currently on the committee and there are two openings on the committee.  Anyone that is interested can 
fill out an application with the State.   



 
Herb Pemberton discussed the out of County prisoner keep.  We have spent 74% of the budget as of 7/31/06.  Jim Ferrante 
would like to see statistics on what the prisoners are in jail for.   
 
Larry Hall gave an update on the jail.  The Fire Marshall’s office has reviewed the submitted plan and has mailed a response, 
but the response has not been received yet. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, September 11th.  Larry Hall 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



September 11, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting 
Room, Linn County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; 
Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, 
County Counselor. 
 
Larry Hall led the Flag Salute in honor of the 5 year anniversary of 9-11. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $147,959.44; Appraiser, 
$2,354.58; Rural Fire, $21,268.38; Road & Bridge, $161,120.92; 911 Telephone Tax, $832.53; and 
Elderly, $16,575.12.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for August 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for August 2006. 
 
The Clerk presented the renewal quote for the Airport Liability policy.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the 
Airport Liability policy in the amount of $2,000.00 from Harris Financial Services.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson addressed the Commission concerning speed limit Resolutions on 1000 Road.  Robinson 
informed the Commission that we need to pass a new Resolution, adjusting the speed limits to what we 
have posted for the road. 
 
Ed Andersen reported that the Fire Dept. building in La Cygne is 95% complete.   
 
At 9:18 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 
10 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Ed Andersen 
attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:28 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a first draft of the County Weapons Policy.  The Commission will review the 
draft and discuss it again next week.   
 
At 9:40 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session until 10:00 AM to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended 
the executive session. 
 
At 10:00 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the of the executive session, Gary Thompson 
recommended that the Commission should find the petition to establish a library district in the City of 
Pleasanton and Potosi Township insufficient, due to lack of signature dates on the petition.  Larry Hall 
moved to accept the recommendation of the County Counselor and find the petition insufficient based on 
Kansas Statutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
At 10:05 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session for 5 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, Sheriff Stites, 
and Deputy Chapman attended the executive session. 



 
At 10:10 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:11 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive 
session. 
 
At 10:21 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Ed Self addressed the Commission concerning the project on the WPA ditch on Melvin Nation’s property.  
Self informed the Commission that he burned the roots left from the project but there are more roots, etc. 
that need to be sorted out, and cleaned up.  Larry Hall informed Self to talk to Road Foreman John Black 
about the cleanup.   
 
Jim Ferrante informed the audience that he received a letter from KDHE concerning the Centerville Sewer 
District stating that everything has been approved for the completion of the project.  The Commission still 
needs to set up a Sewer District Board, determine the final cost of the project, and do some maintenance 
around the lagoon.  The Commission will also need to set up a payment plan for the users of the Sewer 
District. 
 
Larry Hall gave an update on the jail.  Steve Davis, HMN Architects, informed Commissioner Hall that the 
Fire Marshall has tentatively approved the plan as submitted.  One issue that remains is the usage of the 
garage area of the jail.  The Commission may need to establish a policy on the usage of that area. 
 
Larry Hall moved to take a break until Terry Sercer, CPA arrives.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Terry Sercer presented the results of the 2005 County Audit.  The County received an unqualified opinion 
on the 2005 financial records, the best opinion the Auditor can give.  There were no violations of cash or 
budget law, and for the first time in several years, Sercer did not make any adjustments to the end of the 
year balances.  Sercer did recommend adopting a County policy concerning the personal use of County cell 
phones and also recommended discontinuing some unused funds. 
 
At 11:26 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 
5 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Auditor Terry 
Sercer attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:31 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Hall asked to have departments that are running over budget come in next week and discuss their 
budgets 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, September 
18th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                
______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



September 18, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County 
Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $129,999.35; Employee Benefit, $43,505.28; Appraiser, 
$8,365.02; Rural Fire, $4,019.19; Road & Bridge, $36,111.31; 911 Telephone Tax, $819.24; Crime Victim Assistance, $814.22; 
Elderly, $9,162.06; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Byington informed the Commission that Nation Rock had agreed to donate some cover material for chip & sealing roads at the 
fairgrounds.  Roger Carbon will come in to discuss the project with the Commission. 
 
John Black stated that he is about done with the dirt work on 1050 Rd. and Massey Rd.   
 
Joe Maloney gave the Commission a comparison on cutting tires and using our landfill vs. paying Galen Yoho to haul off tires for us.  
It would cost us more to pay Galen Yoho, but we would not have to put the tires in our landfill.  We would save money on labor since 
we wouldn’t have to cut and bury the tires.  The Commission suggested asking Yoho to come in and talk to the Commission.  The 
Commission also instructed the Counselor to work on a contract with Yoho. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to purchase an air compressor and dryer for a dump truck from Merle Kelly Ford in the amount of $685.00.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Maloney explained that the Noxious Weed budget is at 80% due to 2 trucks breaking down and more cost shares than normal.  
Chemical prices have also gone up this year.  Maloney thinks he will be able to come in within his budget for the year.  Maloney 
suggested setting a limit per person on cost shares next year. 
 
At 9:43 AM at the request of John Black, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session for 5 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and John Black attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:48 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Emergystat Monthly report for August 2006.  The Clerk stated that David Sweat called last week and 
said that he thought the Counselor was working out the details with Emergystat.  The Commission asked the Clerk to contact 
Emergystat concerning their contract. 
  
The Clerk discussed an invoice from BI, Inc. for electronic monitoring devices.  The Clerk stated that we are being billed $2.70 each 
per day for six units, even though we have not used the units.  The Commission stated that they were aware of the charges.  The 
Commission instructed the Counselor to ask the Judge about using the monitoring system on prisoners.   
 
The Clerk presented an invoice from Nation Contracting in the amount of $4,485.00 for concrete work.  The invoice included some 
extra work in addition to what had been approved in the contract with Nation.  Larry Hall moved to approve the additional work and 
pay the total of $4,485.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Lot Split #06-201 requested by Gerald & Theresa Barr.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve Lot Split #06-
201 as requested.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mayhugh informed the Commission of a public meeting with FEMA concerning the preliminary results of a local Federal Flood 
Insurance Study (FIS).  The meeting will be held in the Courthouse Annex on Tuesday, Sept. 26th at 7:00 PM. 
 
Mayhugh also informed the Commission of training he needs to send John Maloney to.  The Commission agreed to allow Maloney to 
attend the training. 
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that they need to set a date for a public hearing concerning assessments for the Centerville 
Sewer District.  The Commission agreed to have the hearing at the Oct. 16th Commission meeting. 



 
At 10:13 AM, the request of Andy Mayhugh, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive 
session for 15 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Andy Mayhugh attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:28 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Donna Thomas asked the Commission about their plans for the Health Dept. for next year?  The Commission asked Thomas what she 
would charge on a contract basis to put a proposal together for setting up the Linn County Health Dept.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
allow Donna Thomas to draw up a proposal for setting up the Linn County Health Dept. @ $20.00 per hour, not to exceed $600.00.  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:37 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss 
legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Donna Thomas attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:47 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Herb Pemberton moved to approve sending a letter to 
the SEKMCHD concerning the dissolution of the SEKMCHD and distribution of monies, assets, and obligations.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:50 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson discussed resolutions concerning enforcement of traffic laws, speed limits, etc. on County roads.  The Counselor and 
Larry Robinson will present a new Resolution next week concerning speed limits on Tiger Road and Snow Hill Road.   
 
The Commission agreed to schedule a special meeting on Friday, Sept. 22nd at 10:00 AM to discuss the 1700 Road project with Dan 
Harden. 
 
The Commission reviewed the Fire Code Footprint that was prepared on the Jail Remodeling Project.  The Clerk informed the 
Commission that the Sheriff sent a copy to the Fire Marshall and that the documents have been scanned into the County computer 
system. 
 
At 11:17 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss 
legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:22 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 11:24 AM at the request of County Clerk David Lamb, Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting 
into executive session for 15 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante, Herb Pemberton, the Clerk and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:39 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, the Counselor announced that they have been notified 
that the Clerk will be retaining outside council in the lawsuit that has been filed against him by Commissioner Hall.  The County 
Counselor would have a conflict and could not represent the Clerk.  The cost will come out of the Election Budget until those funds 
are expended at which time the remaining out will be paid out of the General Fund. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, September 25th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



September 22, 2006 
 

The Board of Linn County Commission met in a special session at 10:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County 
Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; Jennie Carbon, Deputy County Clerk; Larry Robinson, Traffic Control Coordinator; Danny Morris, District #1 Road 
Foreman; and Dan Harden, BG Consultants. 
 
Following is a copy of the Notice of Special Meeting: 

 
Dan Harden, BG Consultants, Inc. presented engineering surveys of the west two miles of 1700 Road for discussion with the 
Commission.  Each quarter mile of the road was discussed for elevation, drainage, bridges, fences, and any other feature that would 
affect the proposed two miles road improvement.  The two miles will be a 2” hot mix with a 26’ road base and a 24’ road surface.  The 
right of way was estimated to be approximately 60’ in most places along the two miles.  Since 1700 Road carries less than 400 
vehicles per day, the 2” hot mix will be adequate to handle the traffic load.  One problem was around 103 bridge and the adjacent box 
culvert.  It was recommended that the bridge and culvert be removed and two 40’ tubes be installed as a replacement, plus contour the 
right of way land to channel the water to those tubes.  Danny Morris said the first mile of right of way has been ditched and cleared of 
brush/trees and he removed ½ mile of fence at the request of the landowner.  It was decided that the County do the actual survey of the 
land associated with the water run off and then contact the affected landowners and get their acceptance of the planned dirt work.  Dan 
Harden praised the work that has been done by the County road crews, stating that our roads are among the best he has seen.  Larry 
Robinson asked about replacing a bridge on the east end of 1700 Road and it was determined that would be taken care of at a later 
date. 
 
At 11:00 AM Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, September 25th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



September 25, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County 
Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Larry Hall seconded the motion. The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2005-215.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Marilyn Augur addressed the Commission concerning the FY 2007 agreements for C-1 & C-2 meals.  The Commission stated that 
they want the Counselor to look over the agreements when he arrives. 
 
Augur also asked the Commission to hire Janet Gabbert as a Site Manager for the Prescott Senior Center @ $7.24 per hour.  Larry 
Hall moved to hire Janet Gabbert.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante distributed information on overcrowded jails and alternatives to incarceration.  Commission Ferrante also distributed 
information on recycling tires.  
 
Larry Hall moved to take a break until 9:45 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow John Black to purchase 13 tubes from J&J Metal in the amount of $2,969.80.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve and sign a Notice of Proposal to Vacate Road.  The notification will be published in the official County 
newspaper for 2 weeks.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of the Notice of Proposal 
to Vacate Road: 

 
Roger Carbon addressed the Commission concerning resurfacing the roads at the fairgrounds.  Resurfacing the roads with cold mix 
would cost approximately $29,338.00, hot mix would cost approximately $50,480.00.  Larry Hall suggested starting the project next 
year and then budgeting for the rest of the project in 2008.  John Byington asked where the money would come from next year?  Herb 
Pemberton suggested taking money out of the Contingency Budget for ¼ of the project next year.  Larry Hall suggested budgeted for 
the rest of the project in 2008. 
 
The Commission reviewed the lease-purchase agreement for the new maintainer for Road Dist. #2.  Larry Hall moved to adopt 
Resolution #06-25 to enter into the lease-purchase agreement and to authorize the Clerk to sign the lease-purchase documents for the 
County.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-25: 



 
Larry Hall moved to approve the agreement with East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging for C1 & C2 meals for FY 2007 and to 
allow the Chairman to sign the agreement.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow Marilyn Augur to sign an agreement with East Central Kansas Area Agency on Aging for home bound 
assessments.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson read a letter that he drafted to Judge Smith concerning electronic monitoring of prisoners.  Larry Hall moved to 
approve sending the letter to Judge Smith as presented.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  Herb Pemberton asked if Gary Thompson 
thought it was appropriate to send the letter to the Judge?  Gary Thompson stated that he doesn’t think it would be inappropriate to 
send the letter.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Jean Vaughn asked why the Clerk could use County money for his defense?  Gary Thompson said that because the suit was filed 
against the Clerk as an official of the County, the County was responsible for the legal fees.  Vaughn then asked why Larry Hall 
couldn’t use County money for his defense in the recall?  Gary Thompson explained that the recall is not a suit filed against the 
County officer, it is a personal action.   
 
Larry Hall stated that he talked to HMN Architects and the Henderson Company this morning.  The State Fire Marshall has not 
officially approved the submitted proposal yet.  Mr. Woodrum stated that the firewall has been completed.   
 
At 10:27 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 15 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
David Eastwood addressed the Commission concerning Anderson Co. RWD #1 providing water to Lake Chaparral.  There is a grant 
available to help pay for the project, but because Anderson Co. RWD #1 is incorporated in Anderson Co., the grant would have to be 
applied for by the Anderson Co. Commission.  Eastwood asked the Commission to sign an interlocal agreement allowing Anderson 
County to apply for the grant.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign the agreement pending approval by the County 
Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, October 2nd.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      



October 2, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting and the Sept. 22nd special meeting as printed.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $88,922.86; Employee Benefit, $58,692.32; 
Appraiser, $8,587.89; Rural Fire, $6,420.70; Road & Bridge, $31,664.77; Crime Victim Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, 
$8,154.55; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Ann Ware informed the Commission that the air conditioner in the District Court building has quit working.  It would cost 
around $3,000.00 to replace the air conditioner.  If the A/C and furnace were both replaced it would cost around $7,100.00.  
Ware informed the Commission that they would have to close the office if it isn’t fixed.  Larry Hall suggested replacing the 
A/C as soon as possible.  Jim Ferrante stated that he preferred to replace the whole unit.  Ware will contact Cass Douglass 
and report to the Commission later in the meeting. 
 
Jerry Bedgood reported on projects at the Courthouse and other buildings.  Several projects including the Courthouse steps, 
County Attorney soffit and facia, ceiling, window, roof, and Sheriff’s Office concrete work are done.  The gutters on the 
County Attorney building should be done today or tomorrow.  Bedgood also asked about moving back into the jail before the 
fire/smoke alarms are installed.  Larry Hall stated that we need to meet with the Fire Marshall’s office to find out the status of 
the whole project.  Jerry Bedgood suggested having Cook’s TV check out the smoke alarms to make sure they are working 
properly.   
 
Ann Ware informed the Commission that she has talked to Cass Douglass.  It would take ½ day to replace with a 10 seer unit.  
It would take 3 days to replace the whole system with a 14 seer unit.  Jim Ferrante moved to hire Cass Douglass to replace 
the A/C and furnace for a total of $7,100.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dan Morris presented a burial permit requested by Magellan Pipeline Co. for a pipeline under the blacktop on 1077 Road.  It 
would require closing the road for approximately 3 days.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the burial permit as requested.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Morris also presented a burial permit requested by Michael Feldman located at 407th & Quarry Rd.  Herb Pemberton moved 
to approve the burial permit as requested.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold presented his travel plans for October.  Arnold also presented a report for filling the 15 acre barrow pit near 
Pleasanton.  We do have an agreement with KDWP but we could cancel the agreement with 30 days notice.  The 
Commission asked Arnold to work on preparing a more detailed plan.  Jim Ferrante suggested contacting KDOT concerning 
using fill dirt from the 69 Highway project. 
 
Joe Maloney presented a permit application for a roll off trash hauling business requested by John Black.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to authorize granting the permit.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the bills from Terracon, Inc. in the amount of $11,732.67 for services rendered for the 
landfill.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk presented a letter from the City of La Cygne concerning the fence around the compactor site.  The Commission 
instructed the Clerk to inform the City of La Cygne that the County has no objection to the City replacing the fence. 
 
Larry Robinson asked the Commission for permission to attend the 4 State MINK (Local Roads) Conference in St. Joseph, 
MO.  The Commission agreed to let Robinson attend the conference. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #0806315 requested by KDOT for an equipment and materials storage yard.  The Planning 
Commission recommends approving the CUP (7-0) with the following findings: 1) The proposed use conforms to the uses 



nearby; 2) The approval will not detrimentally affect the nearby properties; and 3) The proposed use fits the character of the 
neighborhood; and subject to the following conditions: 1) Applicant shall install sufficient plastic slats in the fence on the 
south property line to buffer the view from the dwelling to the south of the subject property; 2) If a fuel storage tank is 
installed on the property, it shall be surrounded by a containment dyke capable of holding 110% of the capacity of the tank; 
and 3) This Conditional Use Permit shall be valid for a period of seven years from issuance.  Jim Ferrante asked if the salt 
dome would cause a site problem for the intersection.  Larry Hall stated that he is concerned about having the salt dome 
located near the front of the property.  Larry Hall would like to have something done for beautification on the outside of the 
fence.  Larry Hall would like to clean up the project to improve the view coming into Mound City.  Hugh Bogle, KDOT 
stated that he could talk to KDOT about moving the salt dome farther back on the property.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #0806315 and adopt Resolution #06-26 with the 
understanding that KDOT will look into beautification along the fence line.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-1.  Larry Hall voted no.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-26: 

 
Frank Grosshart addressed the Commission concerning a recommendation for him to continue as a member of the Marais des 
Cygne Basin Advisory Committee.  Jim Ferrante moved to endorse Frank Grosshart’s appointment to the Marais des Cygne 
Basin Advisory Committee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:31 Herb Pemberton moved to take a 15 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:47 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and John Maloney attended the executive session.  
 
At 10:57 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, the Commission stated that they are 
authorizing John Maloney to issue nuisance abatement letters to several property owners.   
 
The Commission agreed to have a special meeting on Wednesday, October 11 in the Linn County District Court building to 
discuss the Kansas Court Security and Emergency Preparedness Project. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Commission of the October 19th SEK County Officials meeting in Girard.  The Clerk also informed 
the Commission that he had received the final bill from Foote Construction for the Fire Station at La Cygne.  The Clerk also 
gave the Commission a printout showing the Jail repair costs.  The total cost thru September 29th is $266,658.04. 



 
Herb Pemberton moved to reschedule next week’s regular meeting to Tuesday, October 10th at 9:00 AM due to Columbus 
Day.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton informed the Commission that the Mound City Chamber of Commerce had asked about moving the County 
equipment farther away from the K7 & K52 corner and asked if the County could do some beautification of that area?  Larry 
Hall suggested having Harry Wisdom and Larry Robinson look into improving the view of the area. 
 
At 11:12 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante, Herb Pemberton, and the Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:17 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, October 10th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



October 10, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; David Lamb, County Clerk; and 
Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante suggested two additions to last week’s minutes.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as 
amended.  Larry Hall seconded the motion. The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $148,370.19; Appraiser, $1,629.46; Rural Fire, $10,966.29; Road & 
Bridge, $218,432.52; 911 Telephone Tax, $2,307.42; Hospital Board, $50.00; Crime Victim Assistance, $19.50; and Elderly, $10,863.51.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
The Chairman read a letter from Judge Smith concerning the use of electronic monitoring. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Marilyn Augur and Rebecca Patience will attend a meeting in Chanute on Oct. 11 concerning 
transportation. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for September 2006. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Commission of the Special Meeting tomorrow at 9:00 AM in the District Court building concerning Court Security. 
 
Commissioner Hall stated that he had a conversation with the Fire Marshall’s office last week.  The Fire Marshall will give us an official 
response soon.  Commissioner Hall also stated that he had discussed the fact that the Fire Marshall did not order us out of the building so 
they really couldn’t keep us from moving back in. 
 
Commissioner Pemberton arrived at 9:25 AM. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to reschedule the Oct. 30th regular meeting to 6:30 PM in the Commission Room in the Annex.  Larry Hall seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that he had prepared a Notice of Public Hearing for the Assessment Resolution and Assessment 
Roll for the Centerville Sewer District.  Jim Ferrante moved to change the starting time of the meeting listed in the previous motion to 6:15 
PM, so the minutes and bills could be approved before the hearing.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to set the Hearing for the Assessment Resolution and Assessment Roll for the Linn County Sewer District #1 
(Centerville Sewer District) for 6:30 PM on October 30th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a letter to the Cities concerning the Compactor sites.  The letter is to remind the cities that no one, including 
compactor employees is to engage in any form of salvaging from the transfer site. 
 
At 9:32 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss a 
personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, 
Counselor, and John Black attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:42 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
District Court Clerk Ann Ware thanked the Commission for the quick action last week concerning the heat & A/C.  Unfortunately the heat 
& A/C unit on the north side of the building is also defective.  Cass Douglass has submitted a bid for replacing that unit in the amount of 
$6,800.00.  Douglass also suggests replacing the remaining unit on the building.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the bid for the north 
unit in the amount of $6,800.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Ware will ask Douglass for a bid on the 
remaining unit.  Douglass also advised that the filters must be changed every 30 days.  Jim Ferrante stated that he will work with Jerry 
Bedgood to develop a maintenance schedule. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to appoint Larry Hall as the Voting Delegate for the KAC Conference.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that they need to appoint a Voting Delegate and Alternate for the Annual KCAMP meeting.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to appoint Jim Ferrante as the Voting Delegate.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante announced that the Dist. #3 mechanic is leaving the County’s employment. 
 
Richard Wilson addressed the Commission concerning the County Clerk.  Wilson informed the Commission that he thinks that the County 
should not pay for the County Clerk’s attorney because he believes that the Clerk did not act within the duties of his office.  Wilson asked 
the Commission what law they broke when they bought the road rake.  Herb Pemberton said none.  Jim Ferrante said he was not contacted.  
Larry Hall said none.  Wilson then asked the Counselor, “what law was broken?”  The Counselor replied “none that he knows of.”  Wilson 
also stated that according to the County Attorney, no law was broken when the payment was approved concerning the other allegation in the 
recall petition.  Wilson also stated that he understands that this was discussed in executive session.  The Counselor informed Wilson that we 
cannot discuss items from an executive session.  Wilson stated that the Petitions were turned in on Aug. 17th, and at the Republican meeting 
on Aug. 21st, he told the Clerk that petitions were not valid according to KSA 25-4325.  Wilson stated that the Clerk did not act within the 
scope of his duties and County should not pay for the attorney.   
 
The Counselor asked about the concealed weapons policy?  Herb Pemberton stated that he believes the language is too strong.  The 
Commission agreed to change Section 1, to state no knives with over 4” blades.  The Commission also agreed to change Section 2, to state 
that no explosives, flammable liquids, etc. may be carried in any County building.  The Commission also discussed having a weapon in an 
employees’ vehicle on County property.  No decision was made on that issue. 
 
The Counselor read a letter from the year 2000 concerning roadside memorials.  Larry Robinson informed the Commission that we do have 
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a Resolution concerning roadside memorials.  Larry Robinson will research the issue and bring the Commission a copy of the Resolution. 
 
At 10:36 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:45 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:45 AM the Chairman opened the Public Hearing on the CDBG 2007 Application for 2 tanker trucks for the Fire Dept.  Linda Weldon, 
Southeast Kansas Regional Planning Commission, explained the proposed grant.  The project cost is $253,700, with a County share of 
$126,850 (50%).  The Chairman asked for comments from the public.  Robert Markley asked if we needed it?  Bernard Streeter stated that 
we do not have tankers in Blue Mound or Prescott and many of our trucks are old.  Mary Thomas asked about the capacity of trucks?  
Bernard Streeter stated that each truck would hold 2100 gallons.  Tommy Tuggle asked if there has been a study of how many houses will 
be saved?  Bernard Streeter stated that type of study can’t be done.  With no further public comment the following actions were taken: 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to enter into an Agreement for Administrative Consulting Services between the Southeast Kansas Regional Planning 
Commission and Linn County.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to enter into an Intergovernmental Agreement between Linn County and Linn County Rural Fire District #1.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the Statement of Assurances and Certifications.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-27 and authorize the Chairman to sign the resolution.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to adopt Resolution #06-28 and authorize the Chairman to sign the resolution.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the CDBG Disclosure Report.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve and authorize the Chairman to sign the Residential Anti-displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Following are copies of Resolution #06-27 and Resolution #06-28: 

 
At 11:16 AM at the request of Bobby Lowe, Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 
30 minutes to discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission, Counselor, Bobby Lowe, Ed McGrew, Loyd Brownback, Tommy Tuggle, Robert Markley, Steve Johnson, Greg Breuel, 
Sheriff Stites , and Deputy Chapman attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:46 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At 11:46 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:01 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 12:03 PM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  The Commission, Counselor, and Bernard Streeter attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:08 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 12:08 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Counselor, and Bernard Streeter attended this portion of the executive session. 
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At 12:18 PM the executive session ended.  No action was taken at this time. 
 
At 12:18 PM Jim Ferrante moved to take a 15 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Robinson presented the proposal to vacate a road.  Jim Ferrante moved to vacate the road known as the M. A. Rose road as published.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 12:36 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:41 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 12:41 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
At 12:58 PM the executive session ended. 
 
At 12:59 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 5 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 1:04 PM the executive session ended. 
 
As a result of the executive session, Larry Hall announced that they are terminating Bernard Streeter’s employment for cause with the 
County for violations of the personnel handbook and due to an ongoing investigation.  Jim Ferrante moved to terminate Streeter’s 
employment.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Larry Hall moved to suspend Bernard Streeter effective immediately and make the termination effective at the close of business on Friday, 
October 13, 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-1.  Herb Pemberton voted no. 
 
Gary Thompson read a letter that the Commission is sending to Bernard Streeter explaining the termination.  The reasons stated were 
violations of Section 3(b) and Section 3(c), page 23 of the personnel handbook. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury telephone cable requested by Embarq located at 4951 W. 500 Road.  Larry Hall seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites presented a proposal to upgrade the County phone system to allow the installation of the closed circuit system in the jail.  The 
cost of upgrading the system, which would also allow for some additional phones for the Courthouse would be $6,825.19.  A stand alone 
system for the jail only would cost approximately $9,000.00.  Larry Hall moved to allow the Sheriff to proceed with the new phone system 
in the amount of $6,825.19 to allow the installation of the closed circuit TV system, call box system, etc. for the jail.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Maloney reported that he is out of money for spraying for noxious weeds for cost shares, so we will not be able to accept any more 
cost shares this year.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, October 16th.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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October 16, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
The Chairman informed the audience that they need to be recognized by the Chairman before speaking. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as corrected.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. 
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk announced that only one Commissioner attended the meeting on court security last Wednesday so there was no 
special meeting and no minutes were recorded. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Commission about the SEK County Officials Meeting in Girard this Thursday. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $86,584.49; Employee Benefit, $43,777.41; 
Appraiser, $9,721.63; Rural Fire, $4,115.20; Road & Bridge, $32,106.82; Law Enforcement Trust, $29.20; Crime Victim 
Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, $8,257.34; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Road Foremen gave their reports on expenditures for the month and year to date.   
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for September 2006.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney reported that he has not received a response from Yoho concerning a contract for disposing of our tires.  The 
Commission asked Maloney to talk to the Counselor about a contract with Yoho.   
 
Larry Hall gave an update on the jail.  He has received a letter from the Fire Marshall concerning the plans for the jail.  The 
Fire Marshall is requesting additional information on the project.   
 
Larry Robinson asked the Commission for permission to attend a meeting in Olathe concerning traffic impact studies.  The 
Commission agreed to let Robinson attend the meeting.  
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Ann Ware received a bid from Cass Douglass to replace the 3rd heating & A/C unit 
on the District Court building in the amount of $6,800.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the bid from Cass Douglass 
for the 3rd heating & A/C unit for the District Court building in the amount of $6,800.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 9:27 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  Jim Ferrante, Herb Pemberton, and the Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:42 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Chris Paus, Lake Region Solid Waste Authority informed the Commission that the Lake Region Solid Waste Authority has 
applied for an e-waste grant.  Paus is also working on the Household Hazardous Waste program and is working on revamping 
the Solid Waste Management Plan.   
 
John Byington gave a report on the 1050/Massey Road project.  Byington recommends letting the road settle through the 
winter and finishing the project in the spring.  Byington stated that he has talked to the property owners involved and they did 
not have objections to finishing the project in the spring.  Larry Hall excluded himself from the discussion.  The County 
would need to purchase order the remaining funds from this year’s budget to pay for the project.  Loyd Brownback stated that 
he would like to have the road done this year but understands that it would be better to let it set for the winter.  Brownback 
stated that he would like a signed statement from the Commission that the project would be completed by June 1, 2007.  The 



Counselor stated that the original contract does not state a time limit and the County is still bound by the original agreement.  
Herb Pemberton moved to sign the amendment to the original agreement stating that we will complete the road by June 1, 
2007.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Russell Beth spoke for the large group of Firefighters in support of Bernard Streeter.  Beth started by telling the Commission 
that he was a Fire Board member and Station Chief before he was sent to Iraq, and that by Federal law, he should be returned 
to those positions.  Beth then stated that the large group of Firefighters wish to be heard and show their support for Chief 
Bernard Streeter.  Beth stated that Streeter has six years of service and has responded to 2000 calls, most of those calls 
occurring outside of normal business hours.  Beth stated that Streeter has spent a lot of time away from his family because of 
his dedication to his job.  Beth listed the following accomplishments by Streeter: Effective training for all firefighters; He is 
the only Certified Fire Trainer in Linn County; He is one of very few qualified individuals in the County to be a Fire Chief; 
He has donated more time to the County in six years than any Commissioner, Sheriff, Clerk, Department Head, or other 
County employee; He has installed dry hydrants throughout the County; He has brought in more than $1,600,000 in grant 
money; and Linn County’s fire department mill levy is significantly lower than Bourbon County’s but we have a much better 
trained and much better equipped rural fire department.  Beth then stated that the Linn County Rural Fire Department is now 
facing the loss of its leader and the resulting lack of cohesiveness among stations and moral is at an all time low.  Beth stated 
that we all make mistakes and learn from them and that mistakes can be forgiven.  Beth stated that some type of reprimand 
might be necessary, but that any investigation should not be done by the Sheriff’s office, it should come from the State Fire 
Marshall’s office.  Beth asked the Commission to reverse their decision to terminate Streeter’s employment. 
 
Larry Hall stated that we all appreciate Beth’s service in Iraq.  Commissioner Hall also stated that we must keep in mind that 
this is a country of laws, rules, and procedures, and there are limits to what the Commission can say.  Hall also stated that 
there is an active investigation ongoing at this time. 
 
Les Morse stated that the flag means a lot to all of us, it represents freedom and justice.  Morse stated that the decision made 
last week is one that the firefighters disagree with.  Morse also stated that what was done by the Commission last Monday 
was not justice.  If Bernard Streeter is found guilty, the firefighters would not be upset with the Commission for firing him.  
But he has not been found guilty.  Streeter did not get due process, he has been charged, not convicted.  Morse asked Herb 
Pemberton how Linn County’s Rural Fire Dept. is rated statewide?  Pemberton stated that to the best of his knowledge, Linn 
County is #1.  Pemberton also stated that Linn County is the leader in the State in dry hydrants.   
 
Herb Pemberton stated that as Commissioners, it is not our responsibility to defend Bernard Streeter, but to make sure the 
County is protected to the best of our ability.  Herb Pemberton stated that the Commission appreciates all the hard work that 
the firefighters have done.   
 
John Morse, Station 930 Chief and Fire Board of Trustees Member, stated that we just went through ISO testing last Friday.  
Morse doesn’t know how firing Bernard Streeter will affect the ISO rating.  Morse also stated that we have been working on 
this for several years, and that Miami County is just now starting to work on it.   
 
Larry Hall thanked everyone for coming in and stated that none of the Commission enjoys doing what was done.  
Commissioner Hall stated that the Commission is more than one individual, the Road Dept. is more than one individual, and 
so is the Fire Dept.  Commissioner Hall also stated that the Board of Trustees swore to uphold the laws of the State of Kansas 
and the Constitution of Kansas, just like the Commission’s oath.   
 
Russell Beth asked about the CDBG application for tankers?  How will this affect the grant?  The Commission does not think 
it will affect the grant.  The Clerk stated that Bernard Streeter is listed as the sub-grantee in the grant application. 
 
At 10:33 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 10:45 AM.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Chairman asked the Counselor to explain the Employee Termination Hearing procedure.  The Counselor stated that an 
employee must be given 3 days written notice prior to termination, and that the employee may request a hearing before the 
Commission within 30 days.  The Counselor also explained that the Commission has the authority to terminate employees for 
cause or at will.  Bernard Streeter was terminated for cause so he has the right to a hearing.  The Commission does not have 
the authority to discuss the specific reasons.  Bernard Streeter can have the hearing in open session or in private.  Conviction 
of a crime is only one of the causes that can lead to termination.  Herb Pemberton asked the Counselor to read page 23, 
sections 3(b) and 3(c) of the Employee Handbook, listing the grounds sited for termination.  The Counselor read the 



following sections from page 23 of the Employee Handbook: 3(b) Willfully abused or misappropriated county funds, 
materials, property, or equipment; 3(c) Made false statements of material fact in his/her employment application or in 
carrying out his/her employment responsibilities. 
 
Les Morse asked where the County stands on the fact that the Sheriff’s Office is investigating, why did Commission take 
action while investigation is ongoing?  Gary Thompson explained that there is a difference between legal guilt and violation 
of County policy, the Commission has not charged legal guilt.   
 
Wes McClain asked why the investigating officer has stated that Bernard Streeter is being railroaded?  Sheriff Stites stated 
that he was not aware of that statement. 
 
Sheriff Stites read the following prepared statement:  “After being approached by private citizens of Linn County in early 
September requesting an investigation of misuse of county funds and equipment by Bernard Streeter, I assigned a Deputy to 
that task.  Although I cannot under the color of Law discuss any details of the investigation.  When the investigation is 
complete it will be forwarded to the County Attorney for his review.  Since some of the investigation efforts revealed items 
that I thought should be revealed to Mr. Streeter’s employers, the County Commission was advised of the accusations, and 
findings that could be legally disclosed to them.  Following what investigation that this Department has completed, we will 
further investigate other items that may come up that are of a criminal nature.” 
 
Bernard Streeter stated that he would like this hearing to be in open session.  Streeter asked the Commission why he was 
terminated?  Streeter stated that the situation occurred when he was at a training class in Topeka.  He and several Firefighters 
responded to the fire in downtown Fort Scott and then also to a large grass fire north of Mound City on the way back to 
Topeka.  Streeter and the Firefighters then returned to Topeka in the early morning hours.  Streeter stated that they were too 
tired to return to class so he told the Firefighters they could return home or stay until the next morning and then return home.  
Streeter asked the Commission to consider his job accomplishments, etc. and to consider his wife and 4 children.  Streeter 
then listed and explained other things he has been accused of.  1) Accused of being too aggressive.  Streeter stated that he 
strives to be the best.  2) Accused of being too strict, losing Firefighters, and trying to build a full time Fire Dept.  Streeter 
stated that he is strict and Firefighters have quit because of strict training.  Streeter also stated that he and the Fire Board 
presented a proposal to the Commission for a full time department and that the only negative was the cost.  3) Accused of 
keeping/misusing grant funds.  Streeter stated that all grant funds are audited and that the Fire Dept. doesn’t have its own 
checking account.  4) Accused of wanting to take over the City Fire Departments.  Streeter stated that he did not want to take 
over the City Fire Departments, but that it could be cost effective for the Cities to join the Rural Fire District.  5) Accused of 
dropping his kids off at school in the County truck.  Streeter stated that he had dropped his kids off at school but the Fire 
Board did not have a problem with that.  6) Accused of driving to his brother’s house while out of town for training.  Streeter 
stated that he did drive to his brother’s house, but he paid restitution to the County and thought that issue was settled.  7) 
Accused of being a liar.  Streeter stated that he has not lied to the Commission or to the public.  Streeter asked why people 
didn’t come to him or to the Fire Board with their concerns?  Streeter then asked the Commission to reconsider his 
termination, thanked everyone for their support, and asked all Firefighters to continue to serve the County. 
 
At 11:08 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:23 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:24 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:39 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.  
 
Gary Thompson summarized the reasons for Streeter’s termination.  Thompson sited ongoing performance and management 
concerns.  Thompson also stated that Streeter failed to comply with previous disciplinary actions, including being ordered by 
the Commission to write a letter of apology to an employee in October 2005.  Thompson stated that Streeter was informed 
that his management style was flawed, and was instructed to write a plan on improving his management style.  Thompson 
then quoted the sections of the handbook concerning misuse of County funds/equipment and making false statements.  
Thompson then asked the Commissioners if they wanted to make any statements.  Herb Pemberton said he had no comment 



at this time.  Jim Ferrante said he had no comment at this time.  Larry Hall said he had no comment that would change the 
course of our action.  Herb Pemberton then moved that Bernard Streeter be reinstated as Fire Chief and Emergency 
Management Coordinator and stated that he was making this motion for the best interest for the citizens of Linn County.  The 
motion died for lack of a second.   
 
Wes McClain asked Commissioner Hall for his resignation.   
 
Fire Board of Trustees Chairman Mike Gillespie addressed the Commission concerning how the department will be run now.  
Gillespie asked who Cheryl Wallace should turn to for answers to Fire Dept. questions.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow 
Mike Gillespie to answer questions from Cheryl Wallace in the interim and, at Commissioner Hall’s suggestion, that she have 
a list of other Fire Board members to contact if she could not reach Gillespie.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  Mike Gillespie stated that we took a big step backwards.  Gillespie then asked how the County will handle the 
vacancy?  Gary Thompson stated that the handbook reads that the position will be posted to County employees for five days 
before being advertised to the public.  Gillespie suggested getting someone from outside the County so they would not have 
an opinion on this already.   
 
Donna Thomas addressed the Commission concerning the proposal for the County Health Dept.  Thomas presented a written 
proposal to the Commission.  Thomas also provided copies of the statutes concerning the Health Dept.  Thomas informed the 
Commission that she has contracts that need to be signed by the Public Health Administrator before the first of the year and 
needs a commitment from the Commission that she will be hired as the Public Health Nurse/Administrator effective January 
1, 2007.  Jim Ferrante moved to tentatively approve Donna Thomas as the Public Health Nurse/Administrator effective Jan. 
1, 2007 pending contract negotiations on salary.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Thomas 
also asked when she could discuss salary with the Commission?  The Commission advised Thomas to schedule a time to 
discuss salary with the Commission. 
 
Neal Wright asked for an executive session to discuss a nuisance letter that he received.  At 12:11 PM Jim Ferrante moved to 
recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal issues (attorney/client 
privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
John Maloney, Neal Wright, and the County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:21 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Dave Berglund asked the Commission about the septic system at the 4-H Building.  Berglund would like the Commission to 
consider remodeling/replacing the bathrooms/septic system in the 4-H Building.  The Commission stated that they will look 
into the problem.  Millie Jurgens stated that nothing was contaminated in the kitchen when the sewer backed up.  Jurgens also 
stated that the water heater in the 4-H Building needs to be replaced.  Fred Kautt asked about helping the Fair Board with the 
roads at the fairgrounds.  The Commission stated that the County is planning on resurfacing the roads in the fairgrounds.   
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, October 23rd.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



October 23, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he wanted to put an air ride cab kit on the Sterling 
truck.  The kit would cost $625.00 and the Solid Waste crew would install the kit themselves.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
allow Maloney to buy the air ride kit for $625.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Noxious Weed Director John Maloney asked the Commission for permission to attend a one day Kansas Small Flows class in 
Topeka on Nov. 9th.  The Commission agreed to allow Maloney to attend the class. 
 
Jerry Bedgood discussed the plumbing at the 4-H Building.  Ellis Plumbing is looking at the problem and will report to 
Bedgood and the Commission.   
 
The Clerk presented a bill from Double K Construction in the amount of $7,866.72 for the County Attorney building roof.  
The contract that had been approved was for $7,400.00.  The difference of $466.72 was for additional work that was done.  
Herb Pemberton moved to approve payment for the additional work in the amount of $466.72.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented Boundary Line Adjustment #06-07 and the accompanying grant of easement.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to approve the grant of easement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
District #1 Foreman Dan Morris presented a water line burial permit requested by RWD #3 located on 1850 Road east of 
County Road 1095.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the burial permit and allow Chairman to sign the burial permit.  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly Emergystat report for September 2006. 
 
County Treasurer Carmen Self presented the Reconciliation of 2005 Taxes, Reconciliation of Abstract, Delinquent Tax 
Report, and 3rd Quarter Interest Report.  Currently the delinquent Real Estate taxes are $492,648.92 and the delinquent 
Personal Property taxes are $50,394.97.  2006 3rd quarter interest is $89,821.94, and the Year to Date interest is $252,589.62.  
Last year’s 3rd quarter interest was $55,997.89 and the Year to Date interest was $138,842.84.   
 
Self also discussed the Federal Real ID Act.  The Real ID Act could eliminate Driver’s License Renewals in the County 
offices.  The Kansas County Treasurers do not support discontinuing Driver’s License Renewals in County offices.  Self 
asked the Commission if they would be willing to sign a letter/petition of support for Treasurers keeping the Driver’s License 
Renewals.  All three Commissioners and the Clerk signed the petition. 
 
County Counselor Gary Thompson presented a letter to Diane Bertone, SEK Multi-County Health Dept. concerning the 
distribution of assets of the soon to be dissolved department.  Thompson will put the letter on letterhead for the Commission 
to sign.   
 
Chairman Larry Hall presented a letter to Kenya Patzer, Jail Enforcement Officer, Kansas State Fire Marshall’s Office, 
concerning the KSFMO Findings and status of each item.  Sheriff Stites stated that he had seen a letter from KSFMO stating 
that the smoke detection system should be completed before moving back in.  Another option would be to have a designated 
employee on “fire watch” 24 hours a day.  Larry Hall stated that the KSFMO would like to have the work done before we 
move back into the jail, but since they did not order us out, they probably couldn’t keep us from moving back in.  Sheriff 
Stites will check with additional companies to see if they are going to submit bids.   
 
Fire Board of Trustees Chairman Mike Gillespie addressed the Commission on several issues.  Gillespie asked the 
Commission to hire the following Firefighters that have completed their probation period: Joshua Riggs, Station 940; 



Jeremiah Glover, Station 970; Christopher Bownes, Station 970; Luke Biggerstaff, Station 910; and Bryan Turpen, Station 
950.  Jim Ferrante asked Gillespie if the following requirements had been met: All applicants shall fill out an application for 
employment which shall be returned to the station chief or the county fire chief.  The application shall be reviewed by the 
station chief and county fire chief with the station chief having the primary hiring decision.  Gillespie stated that the 
requirements had been met.  Herb Pemberton moved to hire the 5 Firefighters.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.   
 
Gillespie also asked about the $500.00 spending limit and informed the Commission of trucks that need repair at Parker & 
Prescott.  The spending limit was increased to $1,000.00 earlier this year.  The Commission informed Gillespie that we 
would need to take bids for the repairs.   
 
Gillespie also asked about replacing the tank on a truck in Prescott.  The Board would like to pay for the tank from the 
Special Equipment Fund.  The Commission advised Gillespie to get bids. 
 
Gillespie also informed the Commission that Cheryl Wallace is attending the Board meetings.  Gillespie informed Wallace 
that she could take off a couple of hours on Friday on Board meeting weeks to avoid overtime.  The Commission agreed that 
Wallace could take off on Fridays of Board meeting weeks. 
 
Gillespie then presented the Commission with a letter from Fire Board of Trustees concerning termination of Bernard 
Streeter.  The letter stated that the Board “felt that Mr. Streeter had sufficiently answered each of your concerns that were 
made public and see no reason for immediate termination.  We question why the Board of Trustees has not been made aware 
of these allegations.”  The letter was approved by the Board of Trustees by a 4 -1 vote. 
 
Gillespie then stated that the resolution that established the Board of Trustees states that members must be sworn in.  Bryan 
Inman has not been sworn in yet.  The Counselor stated that not being sworn in would not prevent a member from voting. 
 
Gillespie also asked about people riding in County vehicles.  Gillespie stated that some stations haul Santa Claus in their 
trucks for the Christmas parade, have people in the station or trucks for Halloween, etc.  The Commission asked Gillespie to 
review the Fire Dept. SOG for a written policy that covers that item. 
 
Gillespie then asked about the definition of an open public building?  Is the foyer area in Station 900 open to the public?  Can 
Bernard come into that public area?  The Chairman stated that the intent was to inform Streeter that he was no longer an 
employee, should be treated like anyone else from the public. 
 
Gillespie also asked if Streeter would ever be allowed back on the Fire Dept. as a Firefighter?  Larry Hall stated that he 
would be opposed to hiring anyone that had been found guilty of violations, wasting County money, etc.  Gary Thompson 
stated that it needs to be dealt with on a case by case basis, and that the Commission cannot bind future Commissions for 
future decisions.   
 
Gillespie also stated that the question arose last week concerning the CDBG application for the new tankers.  Tuesday the 
Fire Dept. received a letter concerning the grant application with additional information needed for the grant application.  
Gillespie stated that the records needed for the application are on the computer that was confiscated by the Sheriff’s office 
last Tuesday.   
 
Gillespie also stated that the Commission might want to check on the occupancy load for the annex, repair the outlet on the 
west wall, install an emergency exit sign instead of a no exit sign and make that door usable as an emergency exit.   
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to know who the Firefighters were that put their gear in front of the Commission table 
last week.  Gillespie stated that he had left the room before the Firefighters put there gear in front of the Commission table. 
 
At 10:33 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) and to include Mike Gillespie in the executive session.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Mike Gillespie, and the County Counselor attended 
the executive session. 
 
At 10:43 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 



 
Larry Hall moved that the Commission wants to make it clear that our policy that non-employees may not ride in County 
vehicles does not apply to special limited events such as holiday parades and similar events.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:45 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 11:00 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0. 
 
Traffic Control Coordinator Larry Robinson addressed the Commission concerning the roads that the State is planning on 
turning over to the County.  Robinson is concerned about the County accepting roads that appear to be driveways.  Robinson 
is also concerned about the pavement markings on the roads.  Currently the County does not have pavement markings on our 
roads.  If the County marked all blacktop roads it could cost $1,330,000.00.   
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the County needs to designate an interim Emergency Management Coordinator.  
Larry Hall moved to appoint Larry Robinson as the Interim Emergency Management Coordinator.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Ed Andersen addressed the Commission concerning the new Fire Station at La Cygne.  He needs to know the status of 
finances for finishing the interior of the building, installing heat, and the City of La Cygne providing utilities.  The 
Commission asked Andersen to draw up specs. for the interior and to contact someone to draw up the specs. for the heating & 
A/C.  Larry Hall moved to authorize up to $500.00 for Andersen for expenses to coordinate the project.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:24 AM the Commission opened bids for the smoke detectors and fire alarms for the jail.  Bids received were from Page 
Electrical Contracting, Parker, KS in the amount of $23,810.00, and Fire & Security Solutions Group, Inc., Mission, KS in 
the amount of $23,399.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the bid from Page Electrical Contracting in the amount of 
$23,810.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Page Electrical Contracting bid was $411.00 
higher, but Page was the only contractor from Linn County that bid the project. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to allow the Chairman to sign the letter to the Kansas State Fire Marshall’s Office that was discussed 
earlier.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to send the letter that was discussed earlier to the SEK Multi-County Health Dept.  Jim Ferrante seconded 
the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Charlie Blevins addressed the Commission concerning his 6 wire barbed wire fence that has been cut in 17 places in the past 
5 years.  Blevins also told the Commission that the County put big rocks on E 200 Road near his property.  He has picked up 
several pickup loads of big rocks from E 200 Road.  Blevins would like for the County to take care of the big rocks on E 200 
Rd.  He would also like some help with his fences.  Larry Hall stated that he and John Black would look at the road after the 
meeting. 
 
At 11:43 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:53 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:54 AM Herb Pemberton moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 12:04 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Hall moved to post the Fire Chief/Emergency Preparedness Coordinator position to County employees.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Mike Gillespie asked if the Commission will consult with the 
Board before hiring?  Mike Gillespie also asked about temporarily using the 908 Truck at Station 960 while one of 960’s 
trucks is being repaired.  The Commission agreed that the truck could be used at Station 960. 



 
Jim Ferrante asked the Clerk to check with Donna Thomas about flu shots for County employees. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to post the Road Dist. #3 Mechanic position to County employees.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 6:15 PM Monday, October 30th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



October 30, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 6:15 PM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $91,119.44; Employee Benefit, $53,400.57; 
Appraiser, $12,120.81; Rural Fire, $8,915.65; Road & Bridge, $50,252.80; 911 Telephone Tax, $2.60; Crime Victim 
Assistance, $814.23; Elderly, $21,505.04; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Clerk read letter from the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. stating that they are gathering all the requested information and 
should have preliminary numbers concerning assets, monies, and obligations by the end of October.. 
 
Larry Hall gave an update on the jail.  Commissioner Hall stated that he talked to Kenya at the State Fire Marshall’s office 
today.  Hall also stated that the closed circuit system is complete except for a lens cover.  Hall had also talked to Page 
Electric today, and Page stated that he will be done with his work by 11/15/06.  Page has contacted the architect, who 
suggests running lines without conduit, stating that many jobs are done that way and that it will pass all inspections, saving 
the County $4,100.00.  Larry Hall moved to use the alternate installation method (without conduit) saving $4,100.00.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Sheriff has scheduled 11/16/06 and 11/17/06 to move back into 
the jail.  Jerry Bedgood will contact the company for final cleanup before that date.  Jim Ferrante stated that we need to 
contact KDOL for a final mold inspection.  The Commission agreed that Commissioner Ferrante will contact KDOL 
concerning the mold inspection.   
 
At 6:30 PM the Chairman opened the public hearing for Linn County Sewer District #1.  Andy Mayhugh stated that this is 
the public hearing required by State statute.  Mayhugh thanked this Commission and previous Commissions.  Mayhugh also 
thanked Ken Shetlar, Phil Fishburn, Dr. Donna Roper, KDHE, Christie McReynolds, Don Madison, Gary Thompson, Tom 
Adams, and the residents of Centerville.  Mayhugh stated that the total cost of the project was $587,400.00, with over 80% 
($471,000.00) coming from grants.  Mayhugh stated that this sewer system has resolved and removed several safety & health 
issues in Centerville.  The cost to the residents of Centerville will be $24.00 per month.  Gary Thompson stated that the 
purpose of hearing is to give the public a chance to comment on the levying of costs to the subscribers.  $116,300.00 in loans 
will be repaid over several years.  The Resolution will assess that amount to the lots that are connected to the sewer system.  
This will be a special assessment against the lot for the life of the loan, and will go with the lot if sold.  Gary Thompson then 
read the Resolution #06-29.  The Chairman asked for comments from the public.  John Morse asked about total cost to 
residents?  Gary Thompson stated that it would be $24.00 per month total.  Les Morse asked where payments would be 
made?  Andy Mayhugh stated that an account will be set up at the bank.  Dave Matthes asked how many months it will take 
to pay off the loan?  Gary Thompson stated that it is a loan term loan, 30 to 40 years.  Irene Zimmerman asked who will 
oversee the system?  Jayson McMasters has been hired and there will be a board appointed.  Another resident asked if the bill 
was paid off all at once, would that be all your cost?  There would still be a cost of $15.00 per month for operations, only 
$9.00 per month is for debt.  Fred Kautt asked how many residents and businesses are connected to the system?  Currently 
there are 45 connections.  Robert Morse asked what is estimated life of system?  That is unknown at this time.  Les Morse 
asked if there is there any contract or warranty for first six months or year?  Andy Mayhugh stated that Tom Adams’ bond is 
for repairs for up to one year.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve Resolution #06-29.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-29: 



 
Ed Andersen addressed the Commission concerning funds for completing Station 950.  The cost of materials for putting a 
room in the station is approximately $1,915.58.  The Firefighters will do the labor.  Andersen stated that he does not have a 
cost for heat & A/C yet.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing the materials for up to $2,000.00.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk explained a proposed Budget amendment for the General Fund, Elderly Fund, and Rural Fire Fund.  The excess 
funds were from insurance proceeds, grants, and carryover from 2005.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve publishing the 
Budget Amendment Notice in the Linn County News.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Budget 
Amendment Hearing will be November 13th at 10:00 AM. 
 
Jim Ferrante asked for a status report on recall petition.  The Clerk explained that the petition has been filed, but no action 
has been taken regarding the status of the petition.  Larry Hall stated that there is a joint motion to dismiss the lawsuit that he 
filed against the Clerk and that motion has been signed by Judge Hart.  The Clerk is waiting on written information from the 
Secretary of State.   
 
The Clerk told the Commission that he had only received one application from a County employee for the Emergency 
Management Coordinator position.  That employee only wants the Emergency Management Coordinator position, not the 
Fire Chief position.  The Commission was not interested in splitting the positions into 2 jobs.  Larry Hall moved to advertise 
the County Fire Chief/Emergency Management Coordinator position for 2 weeks ending Nov. 10th and consider applications 
on Nov. 13th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
After discussing that fact that Nov. 10th is a holiday, Larry Hall moved to amended the closing date to Monday, Nov. 13th at 
9:00 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Steve Johnson asked about where the proposed tanker would be housed in Prescott?  Station Chief Keith Bloomfield said it 
will be a tight fit in the Fire Station, but they would rearrange and get it in.   
 
The Commission also heard a report that the street signs in Centerville are faded.  The Commission will talk to Larry 
Robinson about the problem.  Another Centerville resident asked about places the streets were dug up for sewer lines, when 
would the streets be fixed?  The Commission stated that we have to let them settle, and then repair the streets.  The 
Commission also stated that only half of the streets in Centerville were budgeted for blacktop for next year.   



 
Fred Kautt asked about the No Exit sign above the south door in the Commission room.  Should that door be an emergency 
exit?  Gary Thompson stated that if the door is locked, we have to display a No Exit sign.  The Commission will talk to Jerry 
Bedgood about putting a push bar on the door to make it an Emergency Exit. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, November 6th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 
 
 



November 6, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he had amended last week’s minutes concerning the mold inspection at the jail.  
Commissioner Ferrante had informed the Clerk that it was KDOL, not KDHE that would do the mold inspection.  Larry Hall 
read a copy of the joint motion to dismiss concerning the recall petition and asked that the information be included in last 
week’s minutes.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of the Order of Dismissal: 

 



 
The Commission signed Resolution #06-29 that was approved last week. 
 
Harry Wisdom informed the Commission that he has a truck that needs repairs.  Jim Ferrante moved to allow Wisdom to 
repair the truck for approximately $3,500.00.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #3 located at 17675 E. 1850 Road.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury water line requested by RWD #2 located at 13253 W. 350 Road.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that one of the Solid Waste employees was dumping trash after hours this weekend.  
Gary Thompson stated that the employee said he wasn’t dumping commercial trash, it was personal trash, but the 
Commission doesn’t want any dumping after hours.  The Commission stated that not all employees should have keys to the 
landfill.  Larry Hall moved that we restrict the dumping of any refuse by employees to the same rules as anyone else from the 
public, change the locks to the landfill, and only give keys to Maloney and one other employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Leon Hester asked about the rules for commercial haulers and the public at large?  The 
Commission stated that any employee that has a commercial hauling license would have to conform to the same rules as 
other commercial haulers.   
 
At 9:37 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Joe Maloney attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:47 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 9:48 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 9:58 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, the Commission is instructing the County 
Counselor to develop a policy concerning dumping at the landfill.   
 
Marilyn Augur informed the Commission that water usage is up and we apparently have a water leak at the Centerville 
Nutrition site.  The Commission instructed Augur to contact Dave Eastwood to see if he can find the leak and give us an 
estimate to repair the leak.   
 
Augur also informed the Commission that she will attend meetings in Pittsburg on Nov. 15th and Kansas City on Nov. 28th. 
 
Augur asked the Commission to hire Irma Bloomfield as a Substitute Site Manager at Prescott.  Herb Pemberton moved to 
hire Irma Bloomfield as a Substitute Site Manager @ $6.98 per hour.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-
0. 
 
David Nation addressed the Commission concerning cover material.  Nation proposes that each month the County measure 
the amount of cover material made, and pay for 90% of the material at that time.  Larry Hall suggested having Gary 
Thompson work with John Byington and David Nation to work out an agreement to pay for the cover material.  Herb 
Pemberton suggested having John Byington decide how much cover material he needs from each quarry, and get a price from 
each quarry.  The Commission stated that they are in tentative agreement with paying for the cover material in this manner 
pending a written agreement that the Counselor will prepare. 
Sheriff Stites presented a letter from the Kansas State Fire Marshall’s Office giving their tentative approval of the plan of correction for the 
jail.  Occupancy is approved after the fire/smoke detection system is in place.  Jim Ferrante stated that KDOL will be here for the mold 
inspection on November 9th.   
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that he has received information from the Sheriff’s Office and from Bourbon County Emergency 
Management Director Laura Hyer that we were supposed to have had NIMS training by September 30th in order to qualify for grants for 
next year.  The Commission instructed Robinson to start organizing a list of who needs the training, and see what needs to be done.   
 



At 10:38 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, Counselor, and Larry Robinson attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:48 AM the executive session ended. 
 
At 10:49 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:59 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
Dennis Arnold addressed the Commission concerning sidewalk grants for businesses.  The City of La Cygne has requested one of these 
matching grants for businesses in La Cygne in the amount of $2,500.00.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the grant for a maximum of 
$2,500.00 for the requested grant in La Cygne.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
At 11:04 AM Larry Hall moved to take a 15 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:19 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) and to discuss trade secrets of a business.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Dennis Arnold attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:29 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Dennis Arnold announced that we will have a new business 
coming in next week to sign agreements for opening the business in the La Cygne Industrial Park. 
 
Larry Robinson announced that KDOT will be closing 1800 Road east of 69 Highway to build an overpass. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to appoint Jim Ferrante as the Voting Delegate for the KWORCC 2006 Annual Meeting that will be held at 5:30 
PM on November 20, 2006 during the KAC Conference.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to designate Larry Hall as the Alternate Voting Delegate for the KWORCC Annual Meeting.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a letter from the attorney for the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. concerning the assets of the agency. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he received a copy of the completed grant application for the Fire Dept. tankers. 
 
The Clerk also informed the Commission that he received a request from the US 69 Highway Association for financial support for the year.  
The Commission agreed that they did not want to contribute at this time. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission copies of an email from Olathe Medical Services, Inc. concerning work that needs to be done at the 
clinics.  The Commission will discuss the request next week. 
 
The Clerk reminded the Commission that the Election Canvass will be next Monday at the end of the regular Commission meeting.   
 
The Clerk also asked the Commission if they were planning on canceling the Nov. 20th meeting due to the KAC Conference?  Larry Hall 
moved to cancel the November 20, 2006 Regular Commission Meeting.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Chairman read the letter from the SEK Multi-County Health Dept. attorney.  The Clerk informed the Commission that the building is 
listed as exempt with a value of $50,730.00 in our Tax Records. 
 
The Counselor presented the proposed agreement with the City of La Cygne for the utilities, hookups, use of Fire Truck, etc. at the new 
Station 950.  Jim Ferrante brought up several issues in the agreement.  Also Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to have the cities pay 
Rural Fire Tax.   
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that he would like to purchase some tapes on Discipline for Public Sector Employees. 
 
Jim Ferrante reported that Larry Robinson will be in next week concerning Centerville street signs.  Harry Wisdom has also been instructed 
to check Centerville streets for settling every 2 weeks. 
 
Jerry Bedgood is checking on prices for making the south door in the Commission room an emergency exit. 
 
Jim Ferrante also asked about the ambulance contract, should we go out for bids?  Gary Thompson is working on the contract with 
Emergystat.  Jim Ferrante suggested trying to lease a building on the west side of the County to house the ambulance.  The Commission 
agreed to have Jim Ferrante try to arrange for a building to lease.   



 
The Chairman asked the Clerk about flu shots.  The Clerk stated that Donna Thomas could give the shots and bill the County if she has 
enough serum available.  Full time employees could also get flu shots and our insurance would pay for them. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, November 13th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



November 13, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; David 
Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Larry Hall asked that a copy of the motion to dismiss be entered into last week’s minutes.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the 
last regular meeting as amended.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved that all grant expenditures should be approved by the Commission before they are spent outside of the department that 
acquired the grant.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $144,851.01; Appraiser, $1,426.46; Rural Fire, $4,942.12; Road 
& Bridge, $96,894.06; Law Enforcement Trust, $119.95; 911 Telephone Tax, $3,122.79; Crime Victim Assistance, $4,534.60; and Elderly, 
$12,298.64.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the Sheriff’s Monthly Fee Report for October 2006.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for October 2006. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-5 to 2006-13 and 2006-15 to 2006-55.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that the Kansas Emergency Management Office needs to have a resolution designating our Emergency 
Management Coordinator.  Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-30 appointing Larry Robinson as the Interim Emergency 
Management Coordinator for Linn County.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution 
#06-30: 

 
Larry Robinson asked the Commission for permission to attend an Emergency Management meeting in Topeka on Nov. 15th.  The 
Commission agreed to let Robinson attend the meeting. 
 
Joe Maloney asked the Commission about people dumping on Saturday.  Should shingle haulers be able to dump on Saturday?  Are they 
considered a Commercial Hauler?  Gary Thompson stated that right now, those people do not need a commercial hauling license.  Larry 
Hall stated that his definition of a commercial hauler is someone who’s primary business is hauling trash.  Gary Thompson read a proposed 
policy for employee use of the Solid Waste site.  Larry Hall suggested adding another paragraph to the policy.  Herb Pemberton stated that 
he didn’t like section B of the policy.  Leon Hester stated that the State of Kansas defines commercial hauling.  Gary Thompson will work 
on changes to the policy.   
 
The Clerk discussed the sick leave policy.  Should we set up ranges for employees who work 15 – 19 hours per week, 20 – 24 hours per 
week?  Gary Thompson suggested figuring how many employees would be affected and figure the amount of sick leave that should have 
been accrued.  Larry Hall moved to change the written policy on sick leave to reflect the current practice that no employees would accrue 
sick leave unless they work at least 20 hours per week.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:10 AM the Commission held the public hearing for amending the 2006 budgets for General Fund, Elderly Fund, and Rural Fire Fund.  
Larry Hall asked the Clerk to contact Terry Sercer about auditing the grants for Emergency Preparedness and Rural Fire.  Jim Ferrante 
stated that the lease agreements should be paid off as proposed before money is spent on other bills.  No comments were made from the 
public concerning the amended budgets.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the budget amendments.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-1.  Jim Ferrante voted no. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a letter concerning the proposed agreement with the City of La Cygne concerning the new Station 950.  Herb 
Pemberton suggested changing section 2 (term of lease) back to 20 years instead of 5 years.  Larry Hall suggested making the agreement 
automatically renewable unless 60 days written notice by either party.  Gary Thompson will discuss changes with La Cygne and present it 
again at the next meeting. 
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Gary Thompson presented the proposed agreement for purchasing cover material from the rock quarries.  Jim Ferrante moved to allow the 
Chairman to sign the agreement as presented for use with all the rock quarries and to sign the specific agreement with Nation Rock Co.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Todd Wiess and Joe McHenry from Platinum Services addressed the Commission about a voluntary employee benefits program.  The 
program would pay employees that have cancer, heart attacks, or stroke for loss of income, deductibles, copays, etc.  The Commission asked 
Wiess to meet with the Employee Communication Council on Wednesday to discuss the program with the Council. 
 
Larry Hall moved to allow John Black to purchase 2 tires for the John Deere 644 Loader.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:54 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 11:10 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Sheriff Stites informed the Commission that he received the Fire Alarm System Record of Completion for the jail.   
 
Dan Harden address Assessment.  
The fiscal impact of the work would be $9,086.00 to complete the su n agreed to 
allow the $6,786.00 for engineering work done to done and $2,300.0 ng Due 
Diligence Assessment. 
 
The Commission reviewed the request from Olathe Medical Services, 
Services, Inc. and ask them to meet with the Commission to discuss t
 
Mike McPherson started to address the Commission concerning the ed McPherson to 
wait until Sheriff Stites was here to discuss this situation. 
 
Dennis Arnold introduced Tom Overbay, Dart Management/Necessary unty Industrial 
Park in La Cygne.  Overbay commended Dennis Arnold for his work ees within the next 
2 to 3 years.  The company will recycle antifreeze so it can be used ag ent for the sale 
of real estate with Dart Management/Necessary Oil.  Jim Ferrante sec
 
Mike McPherson then addressed the Commission with Sheriff Stites in ne of which is his 
son, were assaulted recently in Centerville.  McPherson asked how   Sheriff 
Stites responded, “that he doesn’t normally compare to other Countie n asked when he 
could get more information on the resources of the Sheriff’s office? Pherson also 
asked if the Commission feels that they have given the Sheriff an ade at they have.  Sheriff 
Stites also stated that a preliminary report on the incident has been tu
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  Ge praiser, $9,190.21; 
Rural Fire, $949.97; Road & Bridge, $30,478.38; Crime Victim A Grant, $216.67.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall asked Jerry Bedgood about the cleanup on the jail.  Bedgood stated that the work was started yesterday and will be completed by 
Wednesday. 
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that Bruce Holt needs some additional regulations for the Linn County Park.  Jim Ferrante 
moved to approve Resolution #06-31 regarding regulations at the Linn County Park.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-31: 

ed the Commission concerning the 1700 Road project.  Harden discussed the Engineering Due Diligence 
rveying and due diligence assessment.  The Commissio
0 to complete the cross section work and the Engineeri

Inc.  The Chairman asked the Clerk to contact Olathe Medical 
he projects.   

safety of residents in Centerville.  The Commission ask

 Oil.  Overbay is opening a business in the Linn Co
on this project.  Overbay plans on hiring 30 employ
ain.  Herb Pemberton moved to enter into the agreem
onded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   

 attendance.  McPherson stated that two juveniles, o
our law enforcement resources compare to similar Counties?

s, but he does his best with what he has.”  McPherso
 Larry Hall stated that he should talk to the Sheriff.  Mc
quate budget?  Commission stated that they feel th
rned over to the County Attorney.   

neral, $63,144.30; Employee Benefit, $65,691.82; Ap
ssistance, $814.22; Elderly, $8,320.33; and Zoning LEPP 

 
Gary Thompson also presented a proposed agreement with the Lindsey’s concerning a cattle guard on a minimum maintenance road.  Gary 
Thompson will bring the aerial photographs to review the area at the next meeting. 
 
Gary Thompson informed the Commission that he had received a letter concerning social security numbers on a list of poll workers at the 
election school.  The Clerk stated that the default report from the system printed that way and he did not realize it until it was brought to his 
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attention during th that the numbers will 
not be included on future lists. 
 
The Commission discussed the applications for Fire Chief/Emergency he Commission was 
planning on consulting with the Board of Trustees?  Larry Hall stated oard of Trustees.  Jim 
Ferrante stated he would consider consulting with the Board of Trust y wanted to interview 
three of the applicants.  The Commission also asked the Clerk to no iewed. 
 
At 12:53 PM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission mberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to hire Steve Catron as a Mechanic in Road Di r hour for the 1st six 
months and then increased to $12.67 per hour.  Herb Pemberton seco n will take a pre-
employment physical and drug test and will be on standard six month
 
At 1:34 PM Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn the Board of Commi vassers.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Deputy Election Officer Dee George read the County machine print he results to the 
Abstract Book.  The Board of Canvassers then reviewed the write-in 
 
The Board of Canvassers then reviewed the 71 Provisional Ballots and 1 moved to accept the 
recommendation of the Election Officer to not count 27 provisional ballo partially count 3 provisional 
ballots, and to count the remaining 41 provisional ballots.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
At 2:24 PM the Board of Canvassers went to the Courthouse to run the provisional ballots through the ballot scanner, after which the Board 
of Canvassers certified the total election results. 
 
At the end of the canvass Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, November 27th.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 
 

e first election school.  The Clerk then redacted the social security numbers from the list and stated 

 Management Coordinator.  The Clerk asked if t
 that he didn’t see the need to consult with the B

ees Chairman.  The Commission decided that the
tify the other three applicants that will not be interv

meeting and reconvene at 1:30 PM.  Herb Pe

st. #3.  Catron starting salary will be $11.50 pe
nded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Catro
 probation. 

ssion meeting and reconvene as the Board of Can

out results as the Board of Canvassers compared t
totals and compared them to the Abstract Book. 

Advance Ballot received late.  Jim Ferrante 
ts and the 1 advance received late, to 
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November 27, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission agreed to let Dan Morris purchase 80’ of culvert out of the All District funds in the amount of $5,712.80. 
 
Bruce Holt asked the Commission about purchasing a new pickup for the park to replace a 1992 pickup.  Holt would like to 
use $10,000.00 from this year’s budget and the balance from next year’s budget.  The Commission agreed to let Holt take 
bids for a new truck.  Bids will be opened next week.   
 
Joe Maloney addressed the Commission concerning a Storm Water Management Plan.  Maloney would like to ask other 
Counties about a plan at a meeting he is attending tomorrow.   
 
Maloney also reported that our old landfill passed a solid waste inspection last week.   
 
Gary Thompson presented a draft of a policy for Employee Use of Solid Waste Site.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve the 
Employee Use of Solid Waste Site as presented.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Marilyn Augur asked about policies for building rentals.  Gary Thompson is working on the policy.  The Commission agreed 
that if the buildings are used by a County department or for a County function, no rent should be charged.  Jim Ferrante 
stated that he is worried about the liability issue.  Herb Pemberton suggested talking to our insurance company about the 
liability of renting to other parties.   
 
Augur also asked about the concealed weapons policy.  No decision has been made.  The Clerk will get a copy of the State’s 
policy on weapons.   
 
Donna Thomas discussed the building and contents of the Health Dept. building.  Thomas stated that the SEKMCHD owns 
practically none of the contents of the building.  Larry Hall suggested having an outside appraiser appraise the property.  
Thomas also stated that she needs a letter from the County’s legal council that states that the Linn County Commissioners 
will be the Board of Health and will take over running the Health Dept. effective January 1, 2007.  Gary Thompson will write 
the letter.  The Clerk will contact an appraiser.   
 
Jim Ferrante discussed an article and the Bully Pulpit in last week’s Linn County News.  Commissioner Ferrante stated that 
he did not go to the Courthouse to sign a check, he signed a voucher.  Larry Hall also stated that the petition doesn’t say 
anything about a check or voucher, it says that Mr. Hall and Mr. Ferrante met.   
 
Larry Hall moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-1 to 2006-4, 2006-56 to 2006-60, and 2006-62 to 
2006-93.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly Emergystat report for October 2006. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to reappoint Virginia McGee to Tri-Ko, Inc. Board of Directors for another 3 year term beginning 
January 1, 2007.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to hire Harry Smith as Firefighter at Station 950.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk read a letter from Cynthia Smith stating that she had not resigned her position as Potosi Township Trustee.  Smith 
asked that the Commission reinstate her as Township Trustee.  Jim Ferrante moved to rescind the action that was taken at the 
July 31, 2006 meeting of appointing Roy Staton as the Potosi Township Trustee due to that action being null and void.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 



 
Jim Ferrante informed the Commission that he is sending a letter to Embarq concerning long distance service for the 
residents of Commission District #3. 
 
Gary Thompson presented a proposed revision to the sick leave policy.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the policy and 
amend the handbook.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Rod Corn, Patricia Katzer, and Darren Lawrenz from Olathe Medical Services, Inc. addressed the Commission concerning 
repairs that need to be made at the clinics because of Life Safety Code issues and ADA issues.  OMSI is asking the County to 
make repairs to the buildings at an estimated cost of $115,000.00.  The Commission agreed that OMSI should get the bids 
and then bring the recommendations to the Commission.  Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to see a financial statement 
on the clinics and on Olathe Medical Center.  Larry Hall asked Darren Lawrenz to put a plan together for the projects.   
 
At 10:37 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes 
to discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:52 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken.   
 
Keith Marvin, JEO Consultants addressed the Commission concerning the proposed Comprehensive Plan.  The Planning 
Commission unanimously approved the new Comprehensive Plan.  Jim Ferrante gave a brief history of the work that has 
been done over the last year and commended JEO Consultants for their work on the plan.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve 
Resolution #06-32 approving the Comprehensive Plan.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
Following is a copy of Resolution #06-32: 
 
 

 
David Sweat, Emergystat addressed the Commission concerning the ambulance contract and the west side ambulance.  Gary 
Thompson asked Sweat if they would continue with a back up ambulance at Pleasanton when an ambulance is stationed at 
Centerville?  Sweat stated that they would discontinue the call truck at that time.  Sweat stated that the graduated scale 
($536,000.00 for 2007, $542,000.00 for 2008, and $548,000.00 for 2009) would not work with the added station at 
Centerville.  Emergystat would need $548,000.00 each of the 3 years.  The budget that was approved for 2007 was 
$570,000.00 which includes $30,000.00 for adding on to the Fire Station at Centerville.  The Commission stated that we 
could only pay $540,000.00 for 2007 because that is all that was budgeted.  Herb Pemberton asked about the condition of the 
trucks.  Sweat stated that he has not had any complaints from the public, but he has had some complaints from employees.  
The Commission would like to see the maintenance plan, maintenance records, replacement plan, etc. for the trucks and 
equipment.  The Clerk will check with Pac-Van to see if they have any trailers that would meet the requirements for living 



quarters.  Jim Ferrante asked David Sweat to bring the ambulance to Centerville to see if it will fit in the Fire Station.  The 
Commission also asked David Sweat to check with his employer to see if they would accept $540,000.00 for 2007. 
 
At 11:47 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss the acquisition of real estate.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, County Counselor, Andy Mayhugh, and Don George attended the executive session.  At 11:59 AM the County 
Counselor left the executive session. 
 
At 12:02 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 12:05 PM Herb Pemberton moved to recess until 1:00 PM.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 1:05 PM the Board of Commission meeting reconvened. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Dr. Justus has flu vaccine available and would bill the County for employees at a 
rate of $25.00 per shot.  Mound City Family Care and La Cygne Family Care would charge $61.00 per shot. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that there are 3 more heaters in the District Court building that are not working 
properly.  The Commission would like to see if we could get by without replacing the additional units.  The Commission 
suggested trying to redo the ductwork to use the newly replaced units. 
 
Mike Gillespie informed the Commission that the Fire Dept. was approved for a 90% grant for wildland firefighting gear.  
Does the Commission want to proceed with the grant?  The cost to the County would be under $1,000.00.  The Commission 
agreed for Gillespie to proceed with taking bids for the gear.   
 
Gillespie also discussed putting attachments on the cleanouts of the Public Wholesale Water Supply Dictrict #13 water lines 
to use for filling fire tankers.  The PWWSD #13 would have to give some training to the firefighters and would want the 
County to be responsible for any damage to water lines.  The Commission agreed to allow Gillespie to check into the costs 
and requirements.   
 
Jim Ferrante discussed having a sale of old equipment, furniture at the 4-H building in the near future.   
 
At 1:29 PM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 1 ½ hours to 
discuss personnel issues related to non-elected employees for interviews for the Fire Chief/Emergency Preparedness 
Coordinator position.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission, Fire Board of Trustees’ 
Chairman Mike Gillespie, Sheriff Stites and the applicants attended the executive session. 
 
At 2:59 PM the executive session ended.   
 
At 3:00 PM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 3:15 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, December 4th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



December 4, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Larry Hall and Jim Ferrante made suggested additions to last week’s minutes.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the 
minutes of the last regular meeting as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Gary Thompson read proposed changes to the ambulance contract.  The Commission discussed issues concerning the 
ambulance service in Centerville.  The facilities are not ready yet in Centerville but Emergystat has already hired the extra 
people and wants to be paid the increased amount starting Jan. 1, 2007.  The Commission stated that they will contact David 
Sweat and have him come to the Commission meeting later this morning. 
 
District #2 Foreman John Black presented 2 burial permits.  Larry Hall moved to approve a permit to bury telephone cable 
requested by Craw-Kan located at 700 & White Rd.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve a burial permit requested by CCPS Transportation on the BP Pipeline located on the east side of 
Polly Road.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Black asked about extra compensation for the Road Dept. employees when they have to work when the Courthouse is 
closed.  The Commission stated that this was just a normal workday for the Road Dept.  Larry Hall stated that since the 
handbook stated we will not close for inclement weather, he would not approve closing again.  Larry Hall stated that we need 
to go by what the handbook states.  The Commission agreed that we should follow the written policy in the handbook in the 
future.   
 
Herb Pemberton stated that he had some complaints about snow being pushed up in front of the Fire Station and they 
couldn’t get the fire trucks out.  Herb Pemberton stated that we should have a policy that our road crew should push the snow 
at the Fire Stations.  The Commission agreed that we should push the snow as soon as possible at the Fire Stations.   
 
District #3 Foreman Harry Wisdom presented a burial permit.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve a permit to bury telephone 
cable requested by Embarq located at W. 350 & Lee Road.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $145,428.14; Appraiser, $1,315.78; Rural Fire, 
$14,793.77; Road & Bridge, $66.724.58; 911 Telephone Tax, $1,471.39; Hospital Board, $50.00; and Elderly, $8.649.20.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney reported on the meeting he attended last week.  Maloney informed the Commission 
that Linn County has 11 months to develop a stormwater plan.  The Commission agreed that we should take bids for 
developing a stormwater plan for the landfill.   
 
At 9:45 AM the Commission opened bids for a new truck for the Park and bids to sell an old truck from the Park.  Bids 
received for a new truck were: Cox Motors, $15,129.00 and Beckman Motors, $14,677.00.  Bids received for the old truck 
were: Cox Motors, $250.00, and Beckman Motors, $800.00.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the bid from Cox Motor Co. in 
the amount of $15,129.00 for a new truck since Cox Motor Co. is a Linn County business.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Commission agreed to advertise the old truck to the public. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $138,300.42; Employee Benefit, $47,354.57; 
Appraiser, $8,608.79; Rural Fire, $5,863.78; Road & Bridge, $43,970.97; 911 Telephone Tax, $1,290.24; Crime Victim 
Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, $8,347.03; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented CUP #1006316 (Hinds), CUP #1006317 (Vaughn), and CUP #1006318 (Kellstadt).  The Planning 
Commission recommended approving CUP #1006316 (Hinds) by a 7-1 vote with the following findings: 1) Traffic 
associated with the proposed use will not detrimentally affect existing infrastructure, 2) The proposed use will not 
detrimentally affect surrounding properties, 3) The subject property is suitable for the proposed use, 4) The proposed use fits 



the character of the neighborhood, and 5) The establishment of a bed and breakfast facility is a benefit to the community; and 
subject to the following conditions: 1) Applicant shall provide a state approved water supply for the development, 2) 
Applicant shall provide and maintain an adequate wastewater disposal system, 3) Applicant shall comply with all applicable 
requirements of the State of Kansas regarding the bed and breakfast facilities, and 4) The permit shall be valid for a period of 
5 years.  Larry Hall moved to accept the recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #1006316 (Hinds) 
and adopt Resolution #06-33.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approving CUP #1006317 (Vaughn) by a 8-0 vote with the following findings: 1) 
The proposed use conforms with the character of the neighborhood, 2) The proposed use conforms with the uses nearby, 3) 
The property is suitable for the use, 4) The approval of this permit will not detrimentally affect the nearby properties, and 5) 
The proposed use conforms with the adopted Linn County Comprehensive Plan; and subject to the following conditions: 1) 
All parking areas shall be covered with an all weather surface, 2) Property shall be developed as shown on the submitted 
Conceptual Plan, and 3) Permit shall be valid for a period not to exceed 5 years.  Jim Ferrante moved to accept the 
recommendation of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #1006317 (Vaughn) and adopt Resolution #06-34.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Planning Commission recommended approving CUP #1006318 (Kellstadt) by a 8-0 vote with the following findings: 1) 
The proposed use fits the character of the neighborhood, 2) The proposed use conforms with the Comp Plan, 3) The proposed 
use will not detrimentally affect nearby properties, and 4) The property is suitable for the proposed use; and subject to the 
following conditions: 1) The property shall be developed as shown on the submitted Conceptual Plan, 2) All entrances shall 
conform to the requirements of the Linn County Traffic Control Office, and 3) Outdoor storage area shall be screened to limit 
visual impact upon the residences located to the east of the subject property.  Larry Hall moved to accept the recommendation 
of the Planning Commission and approve CUP #1006318 (Kellstadt) and adopt Resolution #06-35 as corrected.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Following are copies of Resolutions #06-33, #06-34, and #06-35: 
 



 
David Sweat informed the Commission that Emergystat has accepted the $540,000.00 for 2007, $548,000.00 for 2008 & 
2009.  Sweat stated that he has hired the additional people to start on January 1st and believes that the County’s payment 
should be increased on January 1, 2007.  Jim Ferrante stated that the people should be stationed in Centerville, not in 
Pleasanton.  The Clerk informed the Commission that he has left a message for Pac-Van concerning living quarters for the 
Ambulance personnel but has not heard back from Pac-Van yet.  The Clerk did look on Pac-Van’s website and did not find a 
floorplan with the required shower and kitchen.   
 
At 10:31 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Perkins addressed the Commission that the First Baptist Church has 2 buildings for sale.  Perkins suggested that the 
County could buy the buildings for the medical clinic and that the buildings could also be used for additional County office 
space.  The Commission thanked Perkins for the information on the buildings but did not make any decisions at this time.   
 
Paul Acton addressed the Commission concerning the official newspaper for the County.  He would like the Commission to 
consider other papers as the official paper.  He feels that the current paper has been biased for the last couple of years. 
 
Commissioner Hall gave a presentation on travel and expense reporting for the County.  Hall’s proposal limits meal expenses 
to $40.00 per day and requires an overnight stay for meal reimbursement.  The proposal also states that mileage will only be 
paid from the work location to the destination and return, alcoholic beverages will not be reimbursed, receipt for overnight 
lodging including the credit card receipt must be attached, and the expense report must be signed by the employee/elected 
official and approved by the Department Head or Elected Official.  Hall asked the Clerk to develop the Linn County Expense 
Report Form and oversee compliance. 
 
Commissioner Hall also gave a presentation on computer games and internet access.  Hall referred to the policy that was 
approved in August of 2005 and asked to see the reports on computer game removal and employees that need internet access. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-94 and 2006-96 to 2006-100.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk asked about the sick leave policy.  Should the policy state that sick leave is not given to seasonal/temporary 
employees?  When will the decision be made on which category an employee will be in?  The Commission agreed that the 
category should be decided when an employee is hired.  The Counselor will clarify the policy concerning seasonal/temporary 
employees. 
 



Jim Ferrante moved to allow Harry Wisdom to purchase 2 loads of salt.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to enter into the KDHE Aid to Local Program Universal Contract for the Linn County Health 
Department and to allow the Chairman to sign the contract.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Commission discussed the end of the year meeting.  They will discuss it more next week. 
 
Gary Thompson presented an agreement with KDWP for the new Public Wholesale lake.  Herb Pemberton moved to enter 
into the CFAP agreement and to allow the chairman to sign the agreement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
The Chairman read a letter from Ola May Earnest concerning the Potosi Township officers.  No action was taken. 
 
At 11:29 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss personnel issues related to a non-elected employee.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The 
Commission and Fire Board of Trustees Chairman Mike Gillespie attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:44 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session and last week’s interviews, Herb Pemberton 
moved to hire David Yates as the Fire Chief/Emergency Management Coordinator effective January 1, 2007.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton suggested offering Yates a salary of $33,000.00 per year.  Larry Hall suggested increasing the salary to 
$36,000.00 in six months, after Yates successfully completes his probationary period.  Larry Hall moved to offer Yates a 
salary rate of $33,000.00 per year for the 1st six months and then increase the rate to $36,000.00 per year on the successful 
completion of the six month probation period.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The Clerk will 
contact Mr. Yates with the offer this afternoon. 
 
David Sweat informed the Commission that the ambulance will fit in the Centerville Fire Station.  Sweat also stated that it 
looks like we could add on to the existing building.  Sweat will also contact the Kansas Board of EMS about the requirements 
for temporary housing.  Sweat also asked if it would be possible to get snow cleared at the Ambulance Stations in the case of 
big snows?   
 
The Commission commended the Road Crews for their work clearing snow. 
 
At 12:08 PM Herb Pemberton moved from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 12:18 PM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, December 11th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



December 11, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, 
Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 2-0. 
 
Road District #3 Foreman Harry Wisdom asked the Commission for approval to purchase 20 tubes for $5,396.00 and 8 
maintainer tires and 4 truck tires for $8,687.00.  Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing 20 tubes for $5,396.00.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve purchasing 8 maintainer tires and 4 truck tires from Cross Midwest for $8,687.00.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Road District #2 Foreman John Black asked the Commission for approval to purchase 7500 gallons of diesel for $17,025.00.  
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the purchase of 7500 gallons of diesel for $17,025.00 ($2.27 per gallon).  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-101 to 2006-114.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
The Commission reviewed the YTD Park Report for November 2006. 
 
The Clerk gave the Commission an updated list of the costs of the jail repairs.  The total paid through December 4, 2006 is 
$340,604.44. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that Darren Lawrenz sent him an email stating that he needed another week to work on 
the proposals for the clinic repairs.  Lawrenz will plan on attending next week’s Commission meeting. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-36 appointing David Yates as the Emergency Management Coordinator for 
Linn County.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  Following is a copy of Resolution #06-36: 

 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the annual lease renewal with Concern, Inc. for the building north of the Courthouse Annex.  
Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 



Jim Ferrante moved to reschedule the December 25, 2006 regular Commission meeting to 9:00 AM, Tuesday, December 26, 
2006 due to the Christmas Holiday and to reschedule the January 1, 2007 regular Commission meeting to 9:00 AM, Tuesday, 
January 2, 2007 due to the New Year’s Day Holiday.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante read a letter from the Kansas Dept. of Transportation concerning a quarry road reimbursement in the amount of 
$9,414.73. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve and to allow the Vice-Chairman to sign an agreement with Rural Development allowing 
Rural Development to deposit $151,100.00 into our account for the Centerville Sewer Project.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
At 9:23 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss the acquisition of real estate.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  The Commission, 
Clerk, Counselor, and Andy Mayhugh attended the executive session.   
 
At 9:38 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 9:39 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 9:49 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 9:53 AM Jim Ferrante moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 15 minutes to 
discuss personnel issues related to non-elected employees.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Donna Thomas attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:08 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:09 AM Jim Ferrante moved to extend the above executive session for 15 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 10:24 AM the executive session ended.   
 
As a result of the executive session, Jim Ferrante moved to hire Sue Russell as a full time secretary for the County Health 
Dept. @ $12.00 per hour, Judy Patterson as a part-time assistant for the County Health Dept. @ $9.00 per hour, 24 hours per 
week, and to set Donna Thomas’ salary at $3,750.00 per month, giving credit for years of experience (for vacation, benefits 
purposes) and the County will pay Thomas’ liability insurance.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-
0.   
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that he has applied for a Wireless 911 Grant and has been approved for 
$56,885.00.  Robinson presented an agreement that the Commission needs to sign to receive the grant.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to accept the grant and to allow the Vice-Chairman to sign the agreement.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he has developed a draft of the Linn County Building Maintenance Program. 
 
At 10:38 AM Jim Ferrante moved from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to discuss a 
personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0.  The 
Commission, Clerk, and Counselor attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:48 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Herb Pemberton announced that by forming our own Health Dept., we are going to spend $85,000.00 in tax money as 
opposed to $161,000.00 (250% increase) that was requested by the Southeast Kansas Multi-County Health Dept.   
 
Dennis Arnold informed the Commission that we have the washers & dryers from the Laundromat because they were listed 
as collateral on the micro-loan.  We need a place to store the machines until we can have an auction.  Arnold suggested 
storing the machines in the 4-H Building.  Jim Ferrante moved to authorize Arnold to handle the moving and storage of the 
Laundromat equipment with the help of Harry Wisdom and Jerry Bedgood.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 2-0. 
 



With nothing further on the agenda Herb Pemberton moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Monday, December 18th.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 2-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk 



December 18, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn 
County Courthouse Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; 
Herb Pemberton, Member; David Lamb, County Clerk; and Gary Thompson, County Counselor. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting as printed.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-115 to 2006-117 and 2006-119 to 2006-131.  
Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante stated that he has talked to Terry Sercer about auditing the Rural Fire and Emergency Preparedness grants.  He 
is waiting for a cost estimate from Sercer. 
 
The Commission reviewed the monthly Emergystat report for November 2006. 
 
The Commission stated that Gary Thompson will contact Galen Yoho about the tires at the landfill.  Yoho’s number is 620-
496-9397. 
 
The Commission instructed John Byington to purchase order money for box culverts that have not been completed yet. 
 
Solid Waste Coordinator Joe Maloney informed the Commission that we can accept pallets from Tower Metals in our CD 
Landfill, but we cannot accept cardboard for the CD Landfill, it would have to go in with the regular trash.  Commissioner 
Hall also stated that we should let other people in the County know that Tower Metals has pallets available if anyone needs 
them.  Commissioner Ferrante stated that he would like to see a cost analysis on accepting the cardboard and pallets from 
Tower Metals.  Commissioner Pemberton suggested baling the cardboard.  John Maloney suggested leaving an open top 
container at Tower Metals so they could put their cardboard in it and then we would just have to haul it.   
 
Joe Maloney informed the Commission that he needs four new trash containers next year, they cost $6,700.00 each.  Maloney 
would also like to get a new pickup next year.  Maloney also needs another oil bulk tank and put it inside a cement retainer 
wall.   
 
Treasurer Carmen Self asked the Commission to approve a purchase order for postage in the amount of $5,000.00.  The 
Commission tentatively approved the amount.  The Commission will need to approve the purchase order next week. 
 
Jerry Bedgood informed the Commission that it will cost approximately $2,200.00 to fix our snowblower.  The Commission 
instructed Bedgood to get the snowblower fixed and take it out of his budget if he has the funds available. 
 
Bedgood also thanked the Commission for having Harry Wisdom and his crew help with moving the equipment from the 
Laundromat.  The Commission discussed having an auction in February.  Bedgood will start working on a list of equipment 
to declare surplus. 
 
At 9:45 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss a personnel issue related to a non-elected employee.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  
The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and John Black attended the executive session. 
 
At 9:55 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
At 9:56 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes 
to discus legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and John Maloney attended the executive session. 
 
At 10:06 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Commissioner Ferrante asked why we are still paying inmate housing?  Have we moved prisoners back into the building yet?  



The Commission will talk to the Sheriff about moving prisoners back into the jail.   
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $121,671.76; Employee Benefit, $49,990.67; 
Appraiser, $17,350.41; Rural Fire, $7,092.51; Road & Bridge, $51,011.78; 911 Telephone Tax, $8,508.55; Spl. Fire 
Equipment, $3,208.25; Crime Victim Assistance, $814.22; Elderly, $9,547.02; and Zoning LEPP Grant, $216.67.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Marilyn Augur addressed the Commission concerning the building rental policy.  Augur presented a draft of the policy for 
review.  Augur also informed the Commission that she is having a retirement reception at 2:00 PM Thursday for Geneva 
Jennings at the Pleasanton Senior Center kitchen.  Augur asked the Commission about replacing a milk cooler that is not 
working properly.  Augur has bids from two suppliers.  The Commission instructed Augur to prepare a purchase order for 
next week’s meeting. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve 2 purchase orders for the Road Department, Purchase Order #2006-1, $17,469.20 for EAP & 
RS-1H from Sem Material and Purchase Order #2006-2, $3,200.00 for Washed Cover Material from Nation Rock Company.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage License renewal for Michael L. Hazelbaker, PDQ, Inc.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve a Cereal Malt Beverage License renewal for Michael M. Miller, dba Miller’s Corner.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk informed the Commission that he received a proposal from Ellis Plumbing to replace the stools at the 4-H 
Building.  The Commission stated that they want to take bids on the project.  Jim Ferrante stated that he would like to have 
someone run a camera through the lines.   
 
The Clerk gave the Commission a proposal from Douglass & Sons Heating & Cooling for maintenance on the heat & air 
units on the jail and a proposal for repairing hail damage and installing hail guards on the units on the jail.  The Commission 
asked the Clerk to contact Douglass about maintenance on the Judicial Center units at no additional cost.  Herb Pemberton 
moved to approve the hail repair and hail guard bid in the amount of $1,440.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
   
Herb Pemberton moved to give Douglass a counter proposal for servicing the District Court heat & air units.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:32 AM Herb Pemberton moved to take a 10 minute break.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to appoint Jim Ferrante as the 2007 Commission Chairman.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve and allow Chairman to sign letter of support for the Southeast Kansas Area Transit 
Coordinating Council, Inc.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that Fire Station 920 had a chemical spill Saturday night.  Robinson contacted 
State Emergency Management, State Fire Marshall, and Overland Park Haz-Mat Response.  Overland Park Haz-Mat 
Response responded to the incident.  Cleanup has been completed and Station 920 is back in service.   
 
Jim Ferrante informed Robinson that there may be a bridge on 1700 Road that needs a sign.  Robinson stated that any bridge 
with a weight limit under 13 tons needs a sign, bridges with weight limits over 13 tons do not need signs.  Robinson will 
check on the requirements for the bridge.   
 
Larry Hall presented a new Travel & Expense Reporting Policy for approval.  Larry Hall moved to approve the Travel and 
Expense Reporting Policy.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall also asked the Clerk about reporting on the computer games.  The Clerk will have a report prepared by mid 



January. 
 
Darren Lawrenz, OMSI gave the Commission a letter concerning the repairs on the clinics.  The repairs need to be done to 
bring the clinics into compliance with the Life Safety Code and the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
 
At 11:07 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 10 minutes to 
discuss legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, Counselor, and Darren Lawrenz attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:17 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:19 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:29 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 11:30 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:40 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken. 
 
Larry Robinson informed the Commission that there are 2 bridges on 1700 Road, and according to the latest bridge 
inspection, no posting is required on either bridge. 
 
Andy Mayhugh presented a Contract Change Order Request from Tom Adams Construction for the Centerville Sewer 
District Project.  The changes have been approved by Ken Shetlar and Gary Thompson has reviewed the request.  Herb 
Pemberton moved to approve the Contract Change Order Request in the amount of $18,663.50.  Jim Ferrante seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Mayhugh also presented the final Request for Payment to Tom Adams Construction for the Centerville Sewer District 
Project.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the payment in the amount of $22,418.25.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Counselor will send a letter to SEK Multi-County Health Dept. today concerning our purchasing the building in 
Pleasanton.   
 
The Commission asked Undersheriff Jeff Staton when we will be able to move prisoners back into the jail.  Staton does not 
know when the work will be done.  Staton will try to contact the Sheriff to get an estimate on a completion date. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Larry Hall moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, December 26th.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
 



December 26, 2006 
 
The Board of Linn County Commission met in regular session at 9:00 AM in the Commissioners’ Meeting Room, Linn County Courthouse 
Annex, Mound City, Kansas.  Those present were Larry Hall, Chairman; Jim Ferrante, Vice Chairman; Herb Pemberton, Member; and 
David Lamb, County Clerk. 
 
Jim Ferrante and Larry Hall added items to last week’s minutes.  Herb Pemberton moved to approve the minutes of the last regular meeting 
as amended.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion. The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve the following pays/special pays:  General, $58,811.09;  Appraiser, $3.399.44; Rural Fire, $2,789.69; Road & 
Bridge, $102,750.71; 911 Telephone Tax, $7,788.95; Spl. Fire Equipment, $484.75; Crime Victim Assistance, $57.06; and Elderly, 
$10,155.55.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Dennis Arnold asked for a clarification on the travel & expense reporting.  Arnold meets with clients for lunches and also attends meetings 
with lunches that he has to pay for.  Larry Hall moved to allow those exceptions due to the requirements of Arnold’s job.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
John Byington asked the Commission to transfer the remaining budget from All District to the Special Machinery Fund.  Larry Hall moved 
to approve the transfer of available funds from the Road & Bridge to Special Machinery and to approve 3 purchase orders for the Road 
Department, Purchase Order #2006-3, $26,000.00 for 2 Double Box Culverts from Foote Construction, Purchase Order #2006-4, $6,400.00 
for Reinforced Steel from Carter Waters, and Purchase Order #2006-5, $20,400.00 for Road Rock from Wade Quarries.  Herb Pemberton 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve 4 purchase orders for the District Court Department, General Fund for Contract Attorney Fees, Purchase 
Order #2006-6, $19,200.00 for Richard M. Fisher, Jr., Purchase Order #2006-7, $19,200.00 for Gilbert E. Gregory, Purchase Order #2006-
8, $19,200.00 for Meeks & Klutman, and Purchase Order #2006-9, $19,200.00 for Jesse T. Randall.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve 3 purchase orders for the Planning & Zoning Department, General Fund, Purchase Order #2006-10, 
$3,000.00 for Concrete from Maschino Lumber & Ready Mix, Purchase Order #2006-11, $10,200.00 for Road Rock from Nation Rock, and 
Purchase Order #2006-12, $1,800.00 for Surveying from Schmitz Surveying.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve 1 purchase order for the Park Department, General Fund, Purchase Order #2006-13, $12,000.00 for a 
2007 Ford F-150 Pickup from Cox Motor Co., Inc.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve 3 purchase orders for the Elderly Fund, Purchase Order #2006-14, $1,675.00 for a TMC-49 Milk Cooler 
from B&J Food Service Equipment, Purchase Order #2006-15, $5,000.00 for Raw Food & Supplies from EVCO Wholesale Food Corp., 
and Purchase Order #2006-16, $5,000.00 for Raw Food & Supplies from Marrone’s Inc.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0. 
 
Jim Ferrante moved to approve 1 purchase order for the Employee Benefit Fund, Purchase Order #2006-17, $300,000.00 for Health 
Insurance Claims from the Linn County Treasurer’s Benefit Trust.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Larry Hall moved to approve 1 purchase order for the Treasurer Department, General Fund, Purchase Order #2006-18, $5,000.00 for 
Postage from the United States Postal Service.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve 1 purchase order for the Custodian Department, General Fund, Purchase Order #2006-19, $2,000.00 for 
a Snowblower Repairs from Blue Valley Tractor, Inc.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Joe Maloney asked the Commission about replacing the 96 Ford F-150 Solid Waste pickup.  The Commission is not in favor of making the 
purchase at this time.  The Commission asked the Clerk to set up a Special Equipment Fund for Solid Waste (if possible) and transfer 
$12,000.00 to that fund.   
 
Maloney also asked the Commission to purchase 4 new trash containers.  Maloney has bids from MWM Industries $25,580.00 and 
Downing Sales $27,068.00.  The Commission would like to put this amount in a Special Equipment Fund also. 
 
Jim Ferrante informed the Commission that the Fire Dept. needs a new tank for a truck at Station 960.  Larry Hall moved to approve the 
purchase from Jerry Ingrahm Fire & Rescue for a 300 gallon tank for $2,000.00 to be paid from the Spec. Fire Equip. Fund.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the following add/abate/refund orders: 2006-132 to 2006-139.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve the grant application to KDHE for the County Health Dept. and allow the Chairman to sign the grant 
application in the amount of $12,801.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Donna Thomas informed the Commission that Dr. Allen has agreed to be the Medical Advisor for the Health Dept.  Jim Ferrante moved to 
appoint Dr. Allen as the Medical Advisor for the Linn County Health Dept. and allow the Chairman to sign the appointment.  Herb 
Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Thomas also presented the final draft of the Health Dept. Budget.  The County will have to amend the 2007 budget next year to allow for 
the grant income.   
 
Thomas also asked to hire Elaine Shroyer as a Part-Time Nurse for the Health Dept.  Herb Pemberton moved to allow Thomas to hire 
Shroyer as a Part-Time Nurse at $18.00 per hour for up to 2 days per week.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
Herb Pemberton moved to approve and allow the Chairman to sign the agreement to purchase the Health Dept. building from the SEK 
Multi-County Health Department for $39,505.00.  Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  The check will be issued on 
12-29-06.   
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The Clerk presented Resolution #06-37, canceling outstanding warrants that are over 2 years old.  Larry Hall moved to adopt Resolution 
#06-37.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
The Clerk also presented Resolution #06-38, adopting the Official Holidays for 2007.  Herb Pemberton moved to adopt Resolution #06-38.  
Jim Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.  Following are copies of Resolutions #06-37 and #06-38: 

 
At 10:10 AM Larry Hall moved to take a 15 minute break.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 10:34 AM Herb Pemberton moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 20 minutes to discuss 
legal issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor by conference call.  Larry Hall seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
2-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor (by phone) attended the executive session.  
 
At 10:54 AM the executive session ended.   
 
At 10:55 AM Larry Hall moved to extend the above executive session for 10 minutes.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 3-0.  The same people attended this portion of the executive session. 
 
At 11:05 AM the executive session ended.  No action taken at this time. 
 
Jim Ferrante read a letter from KDOL concerning the mold inspection at the jail.  The samples indicate no indoor air quality problems.  
Larry Hall also announced that we are expecting to start housing prisoners this afternoon. 
 
The Clerk asked the Commission about an employee awards banquet in January.  Commission agreed to have the awards banquet. 
 
The closing on the loan for the Centerville Sewer District will be January 16th at 10:00 AM. 
 
Jim Ferrante is working on getting a trailer set up for use by Emergystat for the Centerville ambulance station. 
 
Larry Hall moved to transfer $39,000.00 into a County Equipment Reserve Fund to be used for Solid Waste if the funds are available.  Jim 
Ferrante seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:20 AM Larry Hall moved to take a break until 11:35 AM.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
At 11:35 AM Larry Hall moved to recess from the Board of Commission meeting into executive session for 5 minutes to discuss legal 
issues (attorney/client privilege) with the County Counselor by conference call.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 
3-0.  The Commission, Clerk, and County Counselor (by phone) attended the executive session. 
 
At 11:40 AM the executive session ended.  As a result of the executive session, Jim Ferrante moved to approve and sign the Emergystat 
Contract.  Herb Pemberton seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0.   
 
Larry Hall moved to allow the Chairman to sign a letter to Emergystat stating several concerns about the ambulance service.  Jim Ferrante 
seconded the motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
With nothing further on the agenda Jim Ferrante moved to adjourn until 9:00 AM Tuesday, January 2nd.  Herb Pemberton seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 3-0. 
 
 
                ______________________________ 
                Commission Chair 
Attest: 
 
 
_______________________________                                                                           
County Clerk                                      
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